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To the Right Honourable the 

EARL of MIDDLESEX. 



My Lord, 

THE Critics will, undoubtedly, exped, 
when they fee your Name prefixed to 
this Volume, that I fliould addrefs your 
Lordfliip, as the Judge of Science, and the he- 
reditary Patron of learned Men ; but I (hall tak^ 
the Liberty of difappointing them, having, as I 
prefume, a ftronger and more natural Claim to 
your ProteSion from a lucky Accident, than 
from any real Excellerice 1 can pretend to, ei- 
ther as a Writer or a Scholar. 

This liicky Accident, my Lord, is the Ho- 
nour (I had almoft faid Merit) of being born 
within a few Miles of your Lordfliip; and tho' 
I have too much Diffidence to ask your Pa- 
tronage 
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DEDICATION. 

tronage as a Poet, I have Aflurance enough to 
demand it as 47 Man of Kent. 

I {hall not imitate, in this Dedication (if fuch 
an homely Epiftle may alpire to fo polite a 
Name) the CondufI: of moft modem Authors, 
who are always particularly fulibme, at the very 
Time they, with the utmoft Solemnity, proteft 

againfl Flattery What I (incerely believe of 

you I have faid already, and you will find it in 
the introductory Ode on Good-nature, which I 
beg Leave, in an efpecial Manner, not only to 
infcribe, but to apply to the Earl of Middlefex. 

my Lordf 
with the utmoft RefpeEiy 

Tour Lordjhtfs mofi obediefity 
4tnd moft obliged bumble Servant ^ 



Christopher Smart. 
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OD£S.-^Page7, Line 8, after to read tbi. Page 19, Line 6, for fiji rezijift. 
Hop^Garden, BookL Page 114, Line 3, for /»read/M. Page 1159 Line3» 
after up/i/i place a comma, and dde that after ^rm;.— Ibid. Line 26, for f$mi read 
fomi. Page 117, Line 9, for laVreurs read labours* Page izo, Line 11, for will read 
fvith.-^Ihid, Line 12, after ^0^, inftead of a full Stop, place a.Conmuu Book 11. . 
Page 127, Line 10, for Hiov'ns rtzd Hiovens. Page 128, Line 2, for Zeintb read 
Zenith. Page 131, Line 10, inftead oi for xtdA far. Page 133, Line I, fox ftlfijh 
xtdAfelfiJh. Page 142, Verf. 38, pro rifcucitai Icgt n/ufcitai. Page 158, Vcrf. 38, 
pro fordit lege firdot. 

Judgment ^ Midas, Pa^e 223,. Line 7, for San^rj read Sanny. Page 229, 
Line 16, for Glow-worw read Glow-worm. 

Essay on Criticism, Verfe 25 1, for wondered read wonder^ Verfe26i> for triviil. 
read trivial Verfe 426, loxjliimi read ////tix. Verfe 540, after at dele a. 

De Arte Critica, Verf. 159, pro dtuis lege citius. VcrC 295, ^xo Norman 
lege Nor mam. Verf. 307, pro ndundet lege redundat. Verf. 319, pxofuavititr lege 
fuaviier. Verf. 360, pro celabrabitur lege alebrabiiur. Verf. 361, pro f«i lege A/,. 
Verf. 448, pro Jiuhito lege fubito. Vert. 495, pro infiquenntfr lege infequerentur^ 
Verf. 573, pro fupeaddita lege Jiiperaddita^ Verf. 643, pro in/amin lege ittfamem. 
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lege fylvijlribusn 
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Aut humana parum cavit Natura. HoR« 
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THE 

INTRO D U C T I O N. 

BEING 

T W O O D E S. 

The former on 

Good-Natxire, the latter againft Ill-Nature. 

On GOO D-N A T U R E. 

I- 

HAIL cherub of the higheft Meav*n, 
Of look divine, and temper ev*n, 
Celeftial fweetnels, ejcquifite of mien, 
Of ev'ry virtue, cv*ry praife the queen I 
II. 
Soft gracefulnefs, and blooming youth, 
Where, grafted on the ftem of truth,' 

That friendfhip reigns, no intereft can divide. 
And great humility loc^ down on pride. 

III. 
Oh I curfe on Slander's vip'rous tongue. 
That daily dares thy merit wrong j 

Ideots' ufurp thy title, and thy frame, 
Without or virtue, talent, tafte, or name, 

B IV. 1$ 
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IV. 

Is apathy, is heart of ileel, 

Nor ear to hear, nor fenfe to feel, 

Life idly inofienfive fuch a grace. 

That it /houM ileal thy name and take thy place ? 

V. 

No — thou art a<Elive — fpirit all — 
Swifter than lightening, at the call 

Of injur*d innocence, or griev'd defert^ 

And'large with liberality's thy heart. 

VI. 

Thy appetites in eafy tides 

(As reafon's luminary guides) 

Soft flow — ^no wind can work them to a ftorm, 
Corredly quick, difpaffionately warm. 

VII. 

Yet if a tranfport thou canil feel 

*Tis only for thy neighbours weal : 

Great, generous ads thy dudile paflions move, 
And fmilingly thou wccp'ft with joy and love. 

VIII. 

Mild is thy mind to cover ihame, 

Averfe to envy, flow to blame, 

Burfling to praife, yet ftill flncere and Iree 
From flatt'ry's fawning tongue, and bending knee; 

IX. Extenfive, 
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IX. 

Extenfivc, as from weft to eaft, 

Thy love defcends from man to beaft, 

Nought is excluded little, or infirm, 

Thou canft with greatne& ftoop to fave a worm. 

X. 

Come, goddefs, come with all thy charms 

For Oh I I love thee, to my arms- 
All, all my adions guide, my fancy feed. 
So (hall extftence then be life indeed. 
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Againft ILL-NATURE. 

L 

OFSPRING of folly and of pride, 
To all that'^ odious, ^ that's, bafe allied; 

Nurs'd up by vice, by pravity mifled, 
By pedant affe<aatioa taug]>t and. bred^ ,1 

Away, thou hideous hcU-born fpright, 
Go, with, tjijif ^pjq 9^.dadc .defign, ... 

Sullen, four^ andiaturnine; ■ 
Fly to ibme gloomy fhade, nor blot the goodly light. 

Thy planet was remote, when I was born ; 
*Twas Mercury that ruFd my natal morn. 

What time the fun exerts his genial ray, 
And ripens for enjoyment every growing day ; 

When to exifl is but to love and fing, 
And fprightly Aries fhiiles upon the fpring. 

II. 

There in yon lonefome heath, 
Which Flora, or Sylvanus never knew, 
.: ^ jWl^ere never vegetable drank the dew. 
Or Ijfeaft, or fowl attempts to b'reathe ; 

Where Nature's pencil has no colours laid ; 
But all is blank, and univerfal iQiade ; 

Contrail to figure, motion, life and light. 
There may*ft thou vent thy Ipight, 

For ever curfing, and for ever curs*d. 
Of all th* infernal crew the worft j 
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The worft in genius, meafure and degree; 
For envy, hatred, malice, are but parts of thee. 

III. 

Or woud'ft thou change the fcene, and quit thy den, 

Behold the heav*n-deferted fen. 
Where Ipleen, by vapours denfe begot and bred, 

Hardne^ of heart, and heavine^ of head, 
Have rais'd their darkfome walls, and plac'd their thorny 
bed; 

There may 'ft thou all'thy bittetnefs unload. 
There may*ft thou crokk, in concert wiA the toad. 

With thee the hbllotv'K6v«^lihg' winds fliafl join. 
Nor fhall the bittern her bafe throat deny. 

The querulous frogs fhall mix their dirge with thine^ 
Th* ear-piercing hern, and plover fcreaming high. 

While million humming gnats fit oeftrum fhall fupplyv 

IV. 

Away — away — behold an hideous band 

An herd of all thy minions are at hand, 
Sufpicion firft with jealous caution ftalks. 

And ever looks around her as fhe walks. 
With bibulous ear imperfed founds to catch,' 

And prompt to liften at her neighbours latch. 

Next Scandal's meagre fhade. 
Foe to the virgins, and the poet's fame, 

A wither'd, time-deflow'red old maid. 
That ne'er enjoy'd love's ever facred flame. 
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Hypocrify Succeeds with faint-like look, 

And elevates her hands and plods upon her book. 

Next comes illiberal fcrambling Avarice, 

Then Vanity and Affedation nice- 
See, fhe falutes her fhadow with a bow 

As in fhort Gallic ixips (he minces by, 
Starting antipathy is in her eye. 

And Iqueami&ly ihe knits her fcomful brow. 
To thee, Ill-Nature, all the numerous group 

With lowly reverence Jftoop— 
They wait thy call, and mourn thy long delay. 

Away — ^thou art infedious— hade away. 
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MORNING PIECE, 

O R, 

An Hymn for the Hay-Makers, 



O D E L 



Quinetiam Galium nodem explaudendbus alls 

Auroram clari confuctum voce vocar£». Lucret. 



BRISK diaunticleer his mattins had begun, 
And broke the filence q£ the night, 
And thrice he called aloud the tardy fun,. 

And thrice he hail*d the dawn's ambiguous light;. 
Back to their graves the fear-b^otten phantoms run. 

Strong Labeur gpt up with hi» pipe iii his mouth, 

And ftoutly ftrode over the dale, 
He lent new perfumes to breath of the fbuth. 
On his back hung his wallet and flail. 
Behind him came Health from her cottage of thatch,. 
Where never phyfician had lifted the latch. 

Firft 
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Firfl of the village Colin wa^ awake, 
And thus he Tung, reclining on his rake. 

^^ow the rural graces three 

' Dante -beneath yon maple tree ; 

Firft the veftal Virtue, known 
By her adamantine zone; 
Next to her in roly pride. 
Sweet Socbty, the bride; 
Laft Honefty, full feemly dreft 
In her cleanly home-lpun veft. 

The abby bells in wak'ning rounds 
The warning peal have giv*n ; 
' And pious Gratitude refounds 

Her morning hymn to heaven.. 

All nature wakes — the birds unlock their throats, 
And mock the fhephcrd*s ruftic notes. 

• All alive o*er the lawn. 
Full glad of the dawn, 
The litde lambkins play, 

Sylvia and Sol arife, — and all is day- 
Come, my mates, let us work, 
And all hands to the fork, 

While the Sun fhines, our Hay-cocks to make. 
So fine is the Day, 
And fo fragrant the Hay, 

That the Meadow's as blithe as the Wake. 



Our 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



ODES. 

Our voices let's raife 

In Phcebus's praife, 
Inipir'd by fo glorious a theme, 

Our mufical words 

Shall be join'd by the birds, 
And we'll dance to the tune of the flream. 



N O O N-P I E C E; 

O R, 

The MOWERS at Dinner. 

O D E U. 

Jam^paftor umbras cum grege languido, 
Rivumque JPeiTus quaerit, & horridi 
Dumeta Silvani, caretque 

Rlpa vagis taclturna vent». . HoR. 

♦ 

TH E Sun is now too radiant to behold, 
And vehement he iheds his liquid Rays of Gold | 
No cloud appears thro' all the wide expanfe ; 
And fhort, but yet diftind and clear, 
To the wanton whifl^ing air 
The mimic fhadows ^dance. 

C Fat 
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Fat Mirth, and Gallantry the gay, 
And romping Extafy 'gin play. 
Now Myriads of young Cupids rife, 
And open all their joy-bright eyes, 
FiHing with infant prate the grove, 
And lifp in fweetly^fault 'ring love. 
In the middle of the ring, 
Mad with May, and wild of wing, 
Fire-ey'd Wantonnefs fhall fing. 

By the rivulet on the ruflies, 
Beneath a canopy of bufhes, 
Where the ever-faithful Tray, 
Guards the dumplings and the whey, 
Colin Clout and Yorkfhire Will 
From the leathern bottle fwill. 

Their fcythcs upon the adverfe bank 
Glitter *mongft th' entangled trees. 

Where the hazles form a rank. 

And court'fy to the courting breeze. 

Ah ! Harriot 1 fovereign miftrefs of my heart. 
Could I thee to thefe meads decoy. 

New grace to each fair objed thbuMft impart, 
And heighten ev'ry fcene tp perfcd joy. 



On 
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On a bank of fragrant thyme, 
Beneath yon ftately, ihadowy pine, 
We'U with the weU-difguifed hook 
Cheat the tenants of the brook ; 
Or where coy Daphne's thickeft fliade 
Drives amorous Phoebus from the glade. 
There read Sydney's high-wrought ftories 
Of ladies charms and heroes glories ; 
Thence fir'd, the fwcet narration ad, 
And kifs the fidion into fad. 

Or fatiate with nature's random fcenes. 
Let's to the gardens regulated greens, 

Where tafte and elegance command 

Art to lend her daedal hand, 

Where Flora's flock, by nature wild, 

To difcipline are reconcil'd, 

And laws and order cultivate. 

Quite civiliz'd into a ftate. 

From the fuii, and from the fhow'r, 

Hafte we to yon boxen bow'r. 

Secluded from the teizing pry 

Of Argus' curiofity : 

There, while Phcebus' golden mean, 

The gay meridian is feen, 

Ere decays the lamp of light, 

And length' ning fliades ftrctch out to night 

C 2 Seize, 
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Seize, feize the hint—- each hour improve 
(This is morality ia love) 
Lend, lend diine hand— -O let me view 
Thy parting breads, fweet avenue I 
Then — then thy lips, the coral cell 
Where all th' ambrofial ki&s dwell ! 
Thus we'll each fultry noon employ 
In day-^dreams cf exilatic joy. 



NIGH T-P I E C E; 

O R, 

MODERN PHILOSOPHY. 

ODE III. 

Dicetur merid nox quoque noeni^. Hor. 

>^ I A WAS when bright Cynthia with her filver car, 
J. Soft Healing from Endymion's bed, 
Had caird forth ev'ry glittering ftar, 

And up th* afcent of heav n her brilliant hoft had led. 



Night, with all her negro train. 
Took pofleflion of the plain ; 
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In an hearie ihe rode reclm d» 

Drawn by fcreech-owls flow and blind : 

Clole to her, with printlcft leet, 

Crept Stilloefs, in a winding (heet. 
Next to her deaf Silence was feen, 
Treading on tip-toes over the green ; 
Softly, lightly, gently {he trips. 
Still holding her fingers (eaTd to her lips. 

You could not fee a £ght, 

You could not hear a found, 
But what confefs'd the night. 
And horror deepen'd round. 

Beneath a myrtle's melancholy fhade, 
Sophron the wife was laid : 
And to the anfw*ring wood thefe founds convey *d : 

While others toil within the town, 
And to Fortune fmile or frowui 
Fond of trifles, fond of toys, 
And married to that woman, Noife ; 
Sacred Wifdom be my care, 
And faireft Virtue, Wifdom's heir. 

His fpeculations thus the fage begun. 

When, lol the neighbouring bell 
In fblenm found flruck one : — 

He flarts — and recolleds — he was engag'd to Nell. 

Then 
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Then up he {prang nimble and light, 
And rapp'd at fair Ele'nor's door ; 

He laid afide virtue that night, 

And next morn por*d in Plato for more. 



On the fudden Death of a Clergyman. 
ODE IV. 

IF, like th' Orphean lyre, my long could charm. 
And light to life the aflies in the urn, 
Fate of his iron dart I would difarm, 

Sudden as thy deceafe (hould'ft thou return, 
Recaird with mandates of defpotic founds. 
And arbitrary grief, that will not hear of bounds. 
But) ah ! fuch wifhes, artlefs mufe, forbear ; 

*Tis impotence of frantic love, 
Th* enthufiaftic flight of wild dcfpair. 

To hope the Thracian s magic power to prove. 
Alas I thy flender vein, 
Nor mighty is to move, nor forgetive to feign, 
Impatient of a rein. 
Thou canft not in due bounds the ftruggling meafures keep, 

But thou, alas I canft weep — 

Thou canft — and o'er the melancholy bier 
Canft lend the lad folemnity a tear. 
Hail ! to that wretched corfe, untenanted and cold, 
And hail the peaceful Ihade loos'd from its irkfome hold. 

Is'ow 
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Now let me lay thou'rt free. 

For fure thou paid'ft an heavy tax for life. 
While combating for thee, 
Nature and mortality 
Maintain'd a daily ftrife. 
High, on a flender thread thy vital lamp was plac'd. 

Upon the mountain s bleakeft brow, 
To give a nobler light fuperior was it rais'd, 
But more expos'd by aninence it blaz'd; 
For not a whiffling wind that blew. 
Nor the drop-defccnding dew. 
Nor a bat that idly flew, 
But half extinguifh'd its fair flame — but now 
See — hear the ftorms tcmpeftuous fweep— 
Precipitate it falls — it falls — falls lifelefs in the deep, 
Ceafe, ceafe, ye weeping youth. 
Sincerity's loft fighs, and all the tears of truths 
And you, his kindred throng, forbear 
Marble memorials to prepare. 
And fculptur*d in your brealls his bullo wear. 
*Twas thus when IfraeFs legiflator dy'd. 
No fragile mortal honours were lupply*d. 
But even a grave denied. 
Better than what the pencils daub can give. 
Better than all that Phidias ever wrought, 
Is this — that what he taught fliall live, 

And what he liv*4 for ever Ihall be taught. 



On 
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On the Fifth of December, being the Birth-day 
of a beautiful young Lady. 

O D E V. 

I. 

HAIL, eldeft of the monthly traini 
Sire of die winter drear, 
December, in whoie iron reign 

Expires the chequer d Year. 
Hufli all the bluft*ring blails that blow, 
And proudly plum'd in filver foow. 

Smile gladly on this bleft of Days. 
The livery *d clouds fliall on thee wait. 
And Phcebus fhine in all his ftate 

With more than fummer rays. 

IL 

Tho* jocund June may juftly boaft 

Long days and happy hours, 
Tho' Auguft be Pomona's hoft, 

And May be crowti*d with flow'rs; 
Tell June, his fire and crimfcn dies. 
By Harriot's blufh and Harriot's eyes, 

Eclips'd and vanquiOi'd, fade away: 
Tell Auguft, thon canft let him fee 
A richer, riper fruit than he, 

A fweeter flow'r than May. 

The 
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The Pretty Chambermaid : 

In Imitation of Ne fit Ancillae dbi amor pudori, &c. 

of Horace. 

O U E VI. 

I. 

COLIN, ohi ceafe thy (Hend to blame, 
.Who entertains a ienrile flame. 
Chide notr— believe me, *tis no more 
Than great Achilles did before, 
IVho nobler^ prouder far than he is, 
Ador*d his chambermaid Brifeis. 

II. 

The thund*ring Ajax Venus lays 
In love's inextricable maze; ■ 
His Have Temefia makes him yield. 
Now miflrefs of the ievenfold fhield. 
Atrides with his captive play*d. 
Who always fhar*d the bed fhe made. 

III. 
'Twas at the ten years liege, when all 
The Trojans fell in Heaor's fall, 
. When Helen rul'd the day and night. 

And made them love, and made them %ht : 

D Each 
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Each hero ki{s'd his maid, and whj^ 
Tho' Im lio horo^ xoslj not I ?^ 

IV. 
Who knows? Perfiaps PoHy tnay be 
A piece of ruin'd rojrafcy. 
She has (I- cannot doubt it) been 
The daughter of fome mighty queen ; 
But fate's irremeable doom 
Has chang*d her fceptre for a broom» 

V. 

Ah T cea^ to think it — how can the. 
So generouS) charming^ -i^d,, and fiet^ 
So lib*ral of her little ftore,. 
So heedlefs of amaiScg mor^ 
Have one drop of plebeian bloo^ 
In all the circulating flood. ?. 

VI. 
But you, by carping at my l&c,. 
Do but betray your own defire — 
Howe er proceed — ^made tame by yean,. 
You'll raife in me no jealous feais. 
You've not one {park of love alive, 
For, thanks to hcav*h, you're forty-five* 
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IDLENESS. 

ODE VII. 

GOddd&ofeafe^ leave Lethe s bdok» 
Obsequious to the Muie and me ; 
For once endure the pam to thxok. 
Oh I fwect infenfibih'ty I 

Sifter of peace and indolence. 

Bring, Mule, bring numbers fbft and flow, 
Elaborately void of fenf^ 

And fweetly thoughtlefs let them flow. 

Near fime' oowflip^painted mead. 

There l6t me doze out the dull hour^ 

And under me let Flora ipread, 
A fb^of her fofteft flowers. 

Where, Philomel, your notes you breathe 
Forth from behind the neighbouring pine, 

And murmurs of the ftream beneath 
Still flow in unifon with thine. 

For thee, Oldleneis, the woes 

Of life we patiently endure. 
Thou art the fource whence labour flows. 

We fliun thee but to make thee Aire. 

D 2 For 
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For who'd iliftain war's toil and wafle^ 
Or who th* hoarfe thund'ring of the iea^ 

But to be idle at the laft, 

And find a pleafing end in thee. 



To the reverend and learned Dr. Webster, 
Occafionedby his Dialogues on Anger and Forgiveness. 

G D E V HL 



>^ I AW A S wh^ th'^omnilcfent creatTve powr 
X Diiplay'd his wonders by a mortaTs hand. 
And, delegated at th* appointed hour^ 

Great Mofes led away his choien band ;. 
When Ifiael's hoft, with all their ftores^ 
Faft thro' the ruby-tinftur'd cryftal fhorcs. 
The wildernefs of waters and of land : 

Then perfecution rag'd in heav'n'sown caule. 
And right on neighbouring kingdoms to infringe, 

Strid juftice for the breach of nature's laws, 
Stri<ajufti(«, who's fiill-fifter to revenge: 
The legislator held the fcythe of fete. 
Where'er his legions chanc'd to ftray. 
Death and deftrudion mark'd their bloody way; 
Immoderate was their rage, for mortal was their hate. 

II. 



Digitized by 



Google 



odes: a* 

II. * 

But when the king, of righteoufhefs arofe^ 

And on theillumin'd Eafl lerenely fmird, . 
He fhone with meekeft mercy on his foes, 

Bright as the fiin^ but as the moon-beams mild.;, 
From anger, fell revenge,, and difcord 6^. 
He bad war*s hellifh clangor ceafe,, 
In paftoral fimplidty and peace,. 
And: fhew*d to mea that £ice, which. Mofes could not £e;. 

Well haff thou, Wtbbstek, pi&ur*d chriftian love,. 

And copied our great mailer's feir defign. 
But livid'Envj would the li^t remove, 

Or croud" thy portrait in a nook malign — 

The Mufe fhall hold it up to popular view 

Where the more candid^ and judiciou&fcw 

Shall think the bright original they fee,, 
The likenefs nobly loftin the identi^.. 

oh hadft thou liv*d in better days than theic,, 
E'er to excel by all was deem'd.a fhame I: 

Alas! thouhafl no modern arts, to pleafe, 
And to deferve is'all thy empty claim. 

Elfe thou'dft been placed, by learning, and'/by wit,. 

There, where thy dignify 'd inferiors, fit — 

Oh) 



Digitized by 



Google 



^n O D E S. 

Oh fiey are in their generation wife, 
^ach path of intereft they have fegely trod, — 

To live — to thrive — to rife — and ftill to rife- 
Better to bow to men, ihankneei to God. 

y- ■ .'■'. 

Behold I — where poor unnaanifion'd Merit ftands. 
All cold; and crampt with penury and pain i 
Speechlefs thro' want, ihe rears th* imploring hands, 

And begs a little bread, but begs in vain ; 
While Bribery and Dnlnefs, pading by. 
Bid her, in founds barbarian, Harve and die. 

** Away (they cry (we never law thy name) 
*^ Or in Pfefennent'sLiil, or that of Fame; 
*^ Away— nor here the fate thou earn ft bewail, 
<<( Who canft not buy a vote, nor haft a ibul for Ikle. 

VI. 
Oh Indignation, wherefore wert thou given. 
If drowsy Patience deaden all thy rage ? — 
Yet we muft ^ear — fuch is the will of heaven ; 

And, Webster, lb prefcribes thy candid page. 
Then let us hear thee preach feraphic love, 
Cjuide our di'gufted thoughts to things above; 
So our free fouls, fed with divine repaft, 

(Unmindful of low mortals mean employ) 
Shall tafte the prefent, recoiled th;? paft. 
And ftrongly hope for every future joy. 
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p D E IX. 

The Author apologizes to a, Ladj, for hisheingalitde maiii. 
Natura nulqaam magis, -quam in minimis tota eft.. Plin. 

r. 

YE S, CQOtumelious fairj you (corn. 
The amorous dwarij that, courts you to his armry^ 
But ere you leave him quite forlorn, 
Aadto IbmeLyouth gigantic yield your charms, 
Hear him — oh hear him, if you will not try, 
And let your judgment.check.th* ambition^ of your eye.. 

Ili 
Say, i» it carnage makes the man? 
B to be monfbous really to be great ?.- 

Say, is it wile or juft to fcan 
Your lover!s worth by quantity, or weight? 
A/kyour mamma and nurie,, if it be (o ; 
Nurfe and maisuna,. Lween,, fhall jointly anfwer, no.. 

III. 
The Mi the body to the view. 
The foul (like fprings in clofer durance pent) , 

Is all exertion, ever new, , 
Unceafing, unextinguifh'd, andiunfpentj., 
Still pouring forth executive defire, 
As bright, as brifk, and lading,, as the veftal fire.. 
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IV. 
Does thy young bo(bm pant for fame ; 
Woud*fl thou be of pofleiity the toafl ? 

The poets fhall enflire thy name, 
Who magnitude d mind not body boail. 
Laurels on bulky bards as rarely grow. 
As on the fhirdy oak the virtuous mifletoe. 

V. 
1,00k in the gkfs, furvey diat cheek— ~ 
Where Flora has with all her rofes blufh'd ; 
The fhape fo tender, — looks fb meek, — 
The breaib made to be pre&*d, not to be crulh*d— - 
Then turn to me, — ^turn- with obliging eyes. 
Nor longer Nature's works, in miniature, de^pile* 

VI. 
Young Ammon did the world fulxlue, 
Yet had not more external man than I ; 
Ah! charmer, fhould I conquer you, 
With him in fame, as well as fize, TU vie. 
Then, fcornful nymph, come forth to yonder grove. 
Where I defy, and challenge, all thy utmofl love. 
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CHi Mifs ****. 

O D E X. 

I. 

LO N G> with undiflxnguijQiM flame,. 
I lov'd each &ir, each witty dame, 

My heart the belle-afleinbly gain*d. 
And all an equal fway maintained.. 

IL 
But when you came, you ftood confefi'd 
Sole fultana of my bread ; 
For you eclips'd, fupremely fair. 
All the whole feraglio there. 

nr. 

In this her mien, in that her grace,. 
In a third I lov*d a &ce ; 
But you in ev'ry feature fhine. 
Univerially divine 

iv: 

What can thofe tumid paps excel. 
Do they fink, or do they fwell ? 
While thofe lovely wanton eyes 
Sparkling meet them, as they rife.. 

V. 
Thus is filver Cynthia feen, 
Gliftening o*er the glafly green,. 

E While 
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WhUc attraded fwcU the waves, 
Emerging from their inmoft caves. 

VI. 

When to fweet founds your fteps you fuit, 
And weave the minuet tp the lute, 
Heav'ns I how you glide I — her neck — her cheft — 
Does fhe n^ove, or ((bcs fhp reft? 

Yin 
A.S thofe roguifh eye^ advance, 
Let me catch their fide-long glance, 
Soon — or they'll elude my fight. 
Quick as lightening, and as bright. 

vni. 

Thus the bafliful Pleiad cheats 
The gazer's eye, and ftill retreats. 
Then peeps agen — then fkulks unfeen, 
Veiled behind the azure skreen. 

IX. 
Like the ever- toying dove, 
Smile immenfity of love ; 
Be Venus in each outward^ part, 
And wear the veftal in your heart. 

X. 
When I ask a kifs, or fo — 
Grant it with a begging no. 
And let each rofe that decks your &ce 
Bluih aflent to my embrace. 

E P I- 
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E P I T H A L A M I U M- 

ODE XL 

L 

DE(cend, defcend, ye fweet Aonian maids, 
Leave the Pamaiflian Ihadcs, 
The joyful Hymeneal fing, 
And to a lovelier Belle 
Than fidion e'er devis'd, or eloquence can tell. 

Your vocal tributes bring. 
And you, ye winged chorifters, that fly 
In all the penfUe gardens of the fi:y, 

Chant thro* th* enameled grove, 
Stretch from the trembHng twigs your little throats. 
With all the wild variety of artlefi notes, 
But let each note be love. 
Fragrant Flora, queen of May, 
All bcdight with garlands gay. 
Where in the fmooth-fhaven green 
The fpangled cowflips variegate the fcencj 
And the rivulet between, 
Whi^ers, murmurs, fings. 
As it flops, or falls, or fprings ; 
There ^ead a fbfa of thy fbftefl flowers,. 

There let the bridegroom flay. 
There let him hate the light, and curfe the day,. 
And dun the tardy hours. 

E 2 IL 
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n. 

But fee the bride — flie comes with filent pace, 
FuUof majcfty and love ; 
Not with a nobler grace 
Looked the imperial wife of Jove, 
When erft inei&bly (he fhone 
In Venus' irreiiftible, inchanting zone. 

Phcebus, great god of verfe, the nymph obferve, 

Obferve her well ; 
Then touch each fweetly-trem'lous nerve 
Of thy refounding fhell : 
Her like huntrefs-Dian paint, 
Modeft, but without reflraint j 
From Pallas take her decent pace, 
With Venus fweeten all her face. 
From the Zephyrs ileal her fighs, 
From thyfelf her fim-bright eyes ; 
Then baffled, thou fhalt fee, 
That as did Daphne thee. 
Her charms thy genius' force fhall fly, 
And by no foft perfuafive (bunds be brib'd 
To come within Invention's narrow eye ; 
But all indignant fhun its grafp, and fcorn to be deferib'd 

III. 
Now fee the bridegroom rife, 

Oh ! how impatient arc his joys I 
Bring me zephyrs to depaint his Voice, 
But light'ning for his eyes. 

He 
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He leaps, he fprings, he flies into her arms, 
With joy intenfe. 
Feeds tvrf fenfe> 
And fiiltanates o'er all her charms. 
Oh I had I Virgil's comprehenfive drain, 
Or fung like Pope, without a word in vain, 
Then fhould I hope my numbers might contain, 
Egregious nymph, thy boundlefs happinels, 
How arduous to exprefs I 
Such may it laft to all eternity : 
And may thy Lord with thee, 
Like two coeval pines in Ida*s grove, 
That interweave their verdant arms in love, 
Each mutual office chearfuUy perform. 
And fhare aUke the funfhine, and the ftorm ; 
And ever, as you flourifh hand in hand. 
Both fhade the fhepherd and adorn the land. 
Together with each growing year arife, 
XodifTdlubly link'd, and climb at lafl the fkies. 



29 
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To E T H E L I N D A, 

On her doing my Verfes the honour of weanng dimaio her boibm. 

Written at Thirteen. 

ODE XII. 

L 

HAppy verfes I that were preft 
In fair £thelinda'$ breafti 
Happy mufe, that did/l en^brace 
The fweet, the heav*nly-fr?^rant place I 
Tell me, is the omen true, 
Shall the bard airive th^re too? 

II. 
Oft thro* my eyes my foul has flown. 
And wanton d on that ivory throne : 
There with extatic traniport bum'd, 
And thought it was to hcav n retum'd. 
Tell me, is the omen true. 
Shall the body follow too ? 

III. 
When firft at nature's early birth, 
Heav*h fent a man upon the earth,. 
Ev'n Eden was more fruitful found. 
When Adam came to till the ground r. 
Shall then thofe breafts be fair in vain,. 
And only rife to EslH again I 

TV. 
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IV. 

No, no, fair nymjA— for no fiich end 
Did heav n to thee its bounty knd ; 
That breaft was ne'er defign*d by fete. 
For verfe, or things inanimate ; 
Then throw them from that downy bed, 
And take the poet in their ftead. 



On an Eagle confined in a G>llege-Court. 
ODE xnL 

I. 

IMperial bird, who wont to fbar 
High o'er the rolling cloud. 
Where Hyperborean mountains hoar 

Their heads in Ether ffaroud ; 

Thou fcrvant of almighty JpvE, "* 

Who, free and fwift as thought, could'ft rove 

To the bleak north's extremeft goal ;— 
Thou, who magnanimous could'ft bear 
The fovereign thund'rer's arms in air. 

And fliake thy native pole I 

II. 
Oh cruel fate I what barbarous hand. 

What more than Gothic ire. 
At fome fierce tyrant's dread command, 
To check thy daring fire. 

Has 
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Has plac d thee in this (ervile cell, 
Where DiTcipline and Dulnefs dwell, 

Where Genius ne'er was feen to roam ; 
Where ev*ry felfini fours at reft, 
Nor ever quits the carnal breaft, 

But lurks and fheaks at home f 

III. 
Tho' dim*d thine eye, and dipt thy wing. 

So grov*ling ! once fb great ! 
The grief-infpired Mufe (hall iing 

In tdnd*teft lay§ thy fete. 
What time by thee fcholaftic Pride 
Takes his precife, pedantic ftride. 

Nor on thy misery cafts a care, 
The ftream of love ne*er from his heart 
Flows out, to aA fair pity's part; 

But {links, and ftagnates there. 

IV. 

Yet ufeful ftill, hold to the throng — 

Hold the refleding glafs, — 
That not untutor'd at thy wrong 

The paffenger may pa^: 
Thou type of wit and fenfe confin'd, 
Cramp'd by the oppreflbrs of the mind, 

Who ftudy downward on the ground j 
Type of the fall of Greece and Rome; 
While more than mathematic gloom, 

Envelopes all around I* 
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Mc BOP E's E% on CRITICISM. 



Nec me aniini fidlit^ 
Difficile illuftrare Latinis^veriibus. efle 
(Malta, novis verbis prae(ertim cum fit agendum) 
Propter egeflatemJingus^ & rerum novitatem. Lucrbt. 
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AN 

ESSAY on CRITIGISM. 



^'TT^IS hard to fay, if greater want of Ikill 
X Appear in writing,' or in judging ill; 
But of the two, lefs dangVous is th* offence 
Totire our patience, than miilead our fenie. 
Some few in that, but n'umbirs err in this, - ^ 

Ten cenfure wrong, for one who writes amifs. 
A fool might once himfelf (lone expole, 
Now one in verie makes many more in profe. 



*Tis with our judgments as our watches, none 
Go juft alike, yet each believes his own. 
In poets as true genius is but rare, 
True tafte as feldom. is the cittic-s Chafe; 
Both muft alike from Jieav'n derive their light; 
Thefc borii to j«dg«^ as well as thofe to write. 
+ Let fuch teach others who themfelves excel, 15 

And.cenfure -freely -who have written welL 

f Qui fcribitartificiofc, ab aliis commode fcripta facile intcIKgere potent. 

Qic. ad Herenn. b. 4. 

Aijthors 
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ARTE C R I T I C A. 



DICTU difficile eft,, an fit dementia major. 
Egiile inviti vatem criticimme Minerv4 ; . 
nie tamen certe venia dbi dignior errat 
Qui lailat, quam qui feducit in avla, fenfus.^ 
Sunt, qui abfurda canunt; fed enim ftuItiQima ftultos 5; 
Quam longe exuperat criticonim natio vates;, 
Se folum exhibuit quondam, melioribus annis - 
Natus hebes) ridendum; at nunc mufa imprcba prolem . 
Innumeram gignit, qu2& mox fermone fbluto 
.£quiparct (lolidos verfus, certetque flupendo. . 10 

Nobis judicium, veluti quae dividit horas 
Machina, conftruitur, motus non omnibus idem^ 
Non pretium, regit ulque tamen fua quemque. Poetas • 
Di vice perpaucos ven4 donavit Apollo,. 
Et criticis rede faperc efl rariffima virtus; j 5 

Arte in utraque nitent felices indole foil, 
Mufaque quos placido nafcentes lumine vidit. 
Ille alios melius, qui inclaruit ipfe, docebit, 
Jureque quam meruit, poterit tribuiiTe coronam. 

F 2 Scrip- 
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Authors are partial to their wit, 'tis true ; 
But are not criticks to their judgment too ? 

Yet if we look more clofely, we fhall find, 
f Moft have the feeds of judgment in their mind : 20 
Nature affords at leaft a glimm'ring light ; 
The lines, tho* touch'd but faintl^r, are drawn right 
But as the flighted fketch, if juftly tracd, 
Is by ill-colouring but the more diigrac'd, 
So by falfe learning is good fenfe defac'd. 
Somear^ bewildered .in the maze of fchools, 
And fome made coxcombs, nature meant but fools. 
In learch of wit, thofe lofe their common fenfe. 
And then turn criticks in their owri defence. 
Each burns alike, who can, or cannot write. 
Or with a rival's, or an eunuch's fpite. 
AD fools have (lili an itching to deride. 
And fain wou'd be upon the laughing fide : 
If Maevius fcribble in Apollo's ipight, 
There are, who judge ftiil worfe than he can write. 35 

Some have at firft for wits, then poets paft, 
Turn'd criticks next, and prov'd plain fools at laft. 
Some neither can for vdts or criticks pals. 
As heavy mules are neither horfe, nor afs. 

-f- Omnes tacito quodam fcnfu> fine uUa arte, aut ratione, qux fine in arti* 
bus ac rationibus refta acprava dijudicant. Cic. de brat. lib. 3. 

Thofe 



Digitized by 



Google 



De Arte Critica. 37 

$cript(^^ (fateor) fidunt propriae nimis arti, 20 

Nonne autem criticos pravus favor urget ibidem ? 

At vera propius fi ftemus, cuique fatendum eft, 
Judicium quoddam natura infcverit olim : 
lila diem certe dubiam diiFundere callet 
Et, ftridim defcripta licet, fibi linea conftat. 25 

Sed minimum ut fpecimen, quod pidor dodus adumbrat, 
Deterius tibi fiat eo mage, quo mage vilem 
Inducas ifti fiicum, fie mentis honeAae 
Dodrina effigiem maculabit prava decoram. 
His inter csecas mens illaqueata fcholarum 30 

Ambages errat, ftolidifque fiipervenit illis 
(Diis aliter vifiim eft) petulantia. . Perdere fcnfiim 
Communem hi fiidant, dum fiuftra afcendere Pindum 
Conantur, mox, ut le defenfbribus ipfis 
iJtantur, critici quoquc fiunt : omnibus idem 35 

Ardor fcribendi, ftudio hi rivaHs aguntur, 
Illis invalida Eunuchi violentia glifcit. 
Ridendi proprium eft fatuis cacoethes, amantque 
Turbae perpetuo fefe immifcere jocolae. 
Msvius invito dum jlidat ApoUine, multi 40 

Pingue opus exuperant (fi diis placet) emendando. 

Sunt qui belli homines primo, tum deinde poetae, 
Mox critici evaf^re, men tum denique ftuld. 
Eft, qui nee criticum nee vatem reddit, ineifque 
Ut mulus, medium quoddam eft afinum inter equmuque. 

Beilula 
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Thofe half-leam'd witlings numerous in our ifle, 40 

As half-^rm'd infeds on the banks of Nile, 

Unfinifli*d things one knows not what to call, 

Their generation's fo equivocal r 

To tell em, wou*d a hundred tongues requirc,^ 

Or one vain wit's, that might a hundred tire. 45 

But you who leek to give arid merit Fame^ 
And juftly bear a critick's nd>re namej 
Be fure yourfelf and your own reach to know,. 
How far your genius, tafte, and learning go. 
Launch not beyond your depth, but be (Sifcreet, ^ 

And mark that point where fenfe and dulnefs meet 
Nature to all things fix'd the limits fit, 
And wifely curb'd proud man's pretending wit* 
As on the land while here the ocean gsuns, 
In other parts it leaves wide iandy plains. 55 

Thus in the foul, while memory prevails,. 
The Iblid pow'r of underftanding fails ;. 
Where beams of warm imagination play. 
The memory's foft figures melt away. 
One fcience only will one genius fit ; • 60 

So vaft is art, fo narrow human wit: 
Not only bounded to peculiar arts, 
But oft in thofe confin'd to finglc parts. 
Like kings, we lofe the conquefts gain'd befbre, 
By vain ambition flill to make them more. 65 

Each 
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BcUula femihominum vix pcene elementa fcientum 46 
Primula ^1^% horumeft, premitur quibus Anglia, quantum 
Imperfeda fcatent ripis animalcula Nili, 
Futile, abortivum genus, & prope nominis expers, 
Uique adeo aequivoca eft, e qua generantur, origo; 50 
Mos centum nequeunt linguae numerare, nee una 
Unius ex ipfis, quse centum (bla fatiget. 

At tu qui famam ilmul exigis atque redonas 
Pro mentis, criticique afiedtas nobile nomas. 
Metitor te ipfum, prudenfqueexpendko quae £[t 55 

Judicii, ingenii tibi, dodrinseque facultas ; 
Si qua profunda nimis cauto vitentor, & ifla 
Linea, qua coeunt ftupor ingeniumque, notator. 
Qui finem impofuit rebus Deus onmibiis aptum, 
Humani vanum ingenii redrinxit acumen. ^o 

Qualis ubi oceani ids noflra irrumpit in arra 
Tunc defolatas alibi denudat arenas ; 
Sic animae reminifcendi dum copia redat^ 
Confilii gravioris abeft plerumque poteftas ; 
Aft ubi Phantafiae fulgent radiantia tela, * ^e 

Mnemoiyne teneris cum formis vi£ta liquelcic. 
Ingenio tantum Muia uni fuiHcit una, 
Tanta ars eft, tantilla fcientia noftra videtur : 
Non folum ad certas artes aftrida iequendas, 
Sspe has non niii quidam in fimplice parte (equatur. 70 
Deperdas partos utcunque labore triumphos, 
Dum plures, regum iiiftar, aves acquirere laurus ; 
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Each might his feveral province well command. 
Would all but floop to what they underfland. 

Firft follow Nature, and your judgment frame ' 
By her juft ftandard, which is ftill the fame. 
Unerring Nature, ftill divinely bright, yo 

One clear, unchanged, and univerial light. 
Life, force, and beauty muft to all impart. 
At once the fource, and end, and teft of art. 
Art from that fiind each juft fupply provides. 
Works without ihow, and without pomp preddes t 7:5. 
In fome fair body thus th* informing foul 
With fpirits feeds, with vigour fills the whole. 
Each motion guides, and ev'ry nerve fuftains j 
Itfelf unieen, but in th* eifed, remains.^ 
There are whom hcav'n has bleft with ftorc of wit, 8<> 
Yet want as much again to manage it; 
For wit and judgment ever are at ftrife, 
Tho* meant each other s aid,, like man and wife. 
'Tis more to guide, than fpur, the Mufe*s fteed ; 
Heftrain his fury, than provoke his fpeed ; 
The winged courfer, like a gen'rous horfe, 85 

Shows mod true Mettle when you check his courf«. 

Thofe rules of old difcover'd, not devis'd. 
Arc Nature ftill, but Nature methodized : 
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Se4> :(ua tradatu &ciii^ provincia cuiqueeA, 
Si non, quae pulchre fciat, ut mlgaria, temnat. 

Naturam fequere amprimis, atque illius asqua 75 

Judicium ex norma fingas, quae oefcia fledi : 
Ilia etenim, fine labe micans, ab origine divi, 
Clar4, conftanti, luflrantique omnia luce, 
Vitamque, (peciemque, & vires omnibus addat, 
Et fons, & finis fimul, atque criterion artis. 80 

Quaerit opes ex hoc thefauro ars, & fine pompa 
Praefidet, 6c nuUas txirbas facit inter agendum. 
Talis vivida vis formofo in corpore mentis, 
Laetitiam toti in{pirans 6c robora maffxy 
Ordinat 6c motus, 6c nervos fiiftinet omnes, 85 

Inter opus varium tamen ipfa abfcondita fallit. 
Saspe is, cui magnum ingenium Deus addidit, idem 
Indigus eft majoris, ut hoc ben^ calleat uti ; 
Ingenium nam judicio velut uxor habendum eft 
Atque viro, cui fas ut pareat, u{que repugnat. go 

Mufae quadrupedem labor eft inhibere capiftro, 
Praecipites regere, at non irritare volatus. 
Pegafos, inftar equi generofi, grandior ardet 
Cum fentit retinacula, liobiliotque tuetur. 

Regula quaeque vetus tantum obfervata peritis 95 

Non inventa fuit criticis, debetque profedo 
Naturae afcribi, fed enim quam lima polivit 5 » ' 

G Nullas 
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Nature, like monarchy, k buC tt^fakCd ^ 

By the fame kws, which firft herfetf Quitting, 

Hear how Ieftrft*d Greece her ufbful rules indi(^s> 
When to fupprefs^ md v^hm ihdii\g6 ovit BghU ! 
High on ParnaffuB* lop. her fon« (he fliow^dy 
And pointed out thofe sU'dtioti^ paths they tfod, ^5 

Held from afar, aloft, th' immoftal prize, 
Aftd urg'd the reft by equal fteps to rife. 
Juft + precepK thus from great examples giv'n, 
She drew from them what they derived from heaven. 
The generous critic fann*d the poet*8 fire, 100 

And taught the world with reafbn to admire. 
Then Criticifm the Mufe'd handmaid prov'd, 
To drefs her charms, and make hef more beIov*d : 
But following wits from that intention ftray*d : 
Who could not win the mif^refS woo'd the maid : 105 
Againft the poets their own arms they turn'd. 
Sure to hate moft the men from whom they leamM. 
So modern 'pothecaries taught the art, 
By dodor's bills to play the dodor's part, 1 10 

Bold in the praftice of miftaken rules, 
Prefcribe, apply, and call their mailers fools. 
Some on the leaves of ancient authors prey, 
Nor time, nor moths e'er ipoil'd fo much as they. 

t Nee enim artibus editis fadhun eft ut ai^menta inveniremus, fed difla 
Aint omnia antequam preciperentur, mox ea fcriptores obfervata & collcAa 
edidenmt. Quintil. 
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Nyllas natune dlvina monarchia leges, 
Exceptis {qlum quas fanxerit ipfa, veretur. 

Qualibus, audiftia* refpnat cdeberrimaiiQrinis loo 

GraBcia> feu dodum premit, indulgetve furorem ? 
Ilia fuos fiftit Parnafli in vertice natps, 
£t, quibus afcend^re docet, falebroia viarum, . 
Sublimique manu dona immortalia monftrat, 
Atque acquis reliquos proceder^ paflibus urgeC. 105 

Sic magnis do&rini ex exemplaribus haufta, 
Sumit ab hifce, quod haec duxerunt ab Jove fiimmo. 
Ingenuus judex mufarum ventilat ignes, 
Et fi-etus ratione docet praeqepta placendi. 
Ars critica offidofa Camcenae fervit, & ornat no 

Egregias veneres, plurefque irretit amantes. 
Nunc vero dodi long^ diveda i^uentes, 
Contempti dominae, vilem peti^ miniftram ; 
Propiiaque in miferos verterunt tela poetas, 
Difcipulique fuos pro more od^e magiftros. 115 

Haud aliter ian^ noftrates pharmacopolae 
Exmedid^m crevit quibus ars plagiaria chartis, 
Audaces errorum adbibent £ne inente medelas, 
Et verae Hippocratis jadant convicia proli. 
Hi veterum authprum fcriptis vefcuntur,. & ipfbs 1 20 

Vermiculos, & tempus edax vic^e voranda 

G 2 Stul- 
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Some dryly plain, without invention's aid, 1 1 5, 

Write dull receipts how poems fliould be made. 
Thefe lofe the fenfc their learning to dilplay, 
And thofe explain the meaning quite away. 

You then whole judgment the right courfe woii'd fteer,. 
Know well each Ancient's proper character, 120 

His fable, fubjed:, fcope of ev'ry page, . . 

JReligion, country, genius of his age : 
Without all thefe at once before your eyes^ 
Cavil you may, but never criticize 
Be Homer's works your ftudy and delight, 1 2:5 

Read him by day and meditate by night. 
Thence form your judgment, thence your notions bring. 
And trace the Mufes upward to their fpring. 
Still with itfelf compar'd, his text perufe; . 
Or let your comment betfie Mantuan mufe. . . 13^0 

•f- When firft young Maro fung of kings and wars, 
Ere warning Phcebus touch'd his trembling ears, 
Perhaps he leem'd above the critic's law, 
And but from nature's fountains fcorn'd to draw ; 
But when t'examine every part he came, 1 3 5 

Nature and Homer were, he found, the fame j 
Convinc'd, amaz'd, he checks the bold defign, 
And rules as ftrid his laboured work confine, 
As if the Stagyrite o'erlook'd each line. 



I 



f Cum cancrem Reges & Praelia, Cynthius aurcm vellit — Virg. EcI. 6, 
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Stultitii fimplex iUey & fine divite vcna^ 
Carmina quo fiant pado miferabil^ narrat. 
Dodrinam oftentans, mentem alter perdidit omnem, 
Atque alter nodis vafer implicat enodando. 1 25 

Tu quicunquc cupis judex procedere rej^e, 
Fac veteris cujufque ftylus difcatur ad unguem ; 
Fabula, materies, quo tendat pagina quaevis ; 
Patria, religio quae fint, queis- moribus jevum : 
Sinon intuitu cunda haec compledteris uno, 130 

Scurra, cavilator — criticus mihi non eris unquam. 
liiasefto tibi fludium, tibi Tola voluptas, 
Perque diem lege, per nodes meditare lerenas ; 
Hinc tibi judicium, hinc' ortum fententia ducat, 
Mufarumque undas fontem bibe laetus ad ipfum. 135 
Ipfe fuorum operum fit commentator, & author, 
Maeonidifve lega& interprete fcripta Marone. 

Cum caneret primum parvus Maro bella virofque. 
Nee monitor Phoebus tremulas jam velleret auresy 
Legibus immunem criticis fe forte putabat, 140 

Nil nifi naturam archetypam dignatus adire : 
Sed fimul ac caute mentem- per fingula volvit, 
Naturam invenit, quacunque invenit Homerum. 
Vidhis, & attonitus, malelani definit aufi, 
Jamque laboratum in numerum vigil omnia cogit, 145 
Cultaque Ariftotelis metitur carmina normd. 

Hinc 
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Learn hence for ancient ryies a j^ efie^qn^ 140 

To copy nature, is to copy them. 

Some beauties yet, no precepts can -declaxe, 
For there's a happinels as well as care. 
Mufic refembles poetry, in each 
Are namelefs graces which no methods teach^ ^ 145 
And which a majfter-hand alone can j:each. 
i* If where the rules not far enough extend, 
{Since rules were made but to promote their end) 
Some lucky licence anfweis to the full 
Th' intent proposed, that licence is a rujlc. 1 50 

Thus Pegafus a nearer way to take, 
May boldly deviate from the common track. 
Great wits (bmetimes may glorioufly offend. 
And rife to faults true criticks dare not mend ; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diforder part, 155 

And fnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 
Which, without pafling thro* the judgment, gains 
The heart, and all its end at once attains- 
Jq profpe<Sts thus fbmc object pleafe our eyes, 
Which out of nature's common order rife, ^160 

The fhapelefs rock, or hanging precipice. 
But care in poetry muft flill be had, 
It afks difcretion ev'n in running mad : 

f Ncique tarn TanAa funt ifta praecepta, fed hoc quicquid eft, utilitas exco- 
gitavit -, non ncgabo autem (Ic utile eu plerumque ; verum fi eadetn ilia noUs 
aliud fuadebit utilitas, hanc, relidtis magiftrorutn autoritatibus, fequemur. 

Quint, lib. 2. cap. 1 3. 
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Hmc veterum cltfcas praecepta vererier, illos 
Sector, iic ^turam fedaberis ip&m. 

At vero virtus reftat jam plurima, nullo 

Defcribenda modo, nuUique parabilis arte, 1 50 

Nam felix tarn fortuna eft^ quam cura canendi. 

Mufkam in hoc reddic divina podisi, tttfamque 

Multae ornant veneres, qiKis verbis pingetc non eft, 

Quafque attingerc nil nifi fumma peritia poffit. 

|legula quandocunque mintis difiufa videtur 155 

(Quum tantum ad propriam collinet fingula metam) 

Si modo confiliis in&rviat ulla juvandis 

Apta licentia, lex enim ifla licentia fiat. 

Atque ita quo cituis procedat, calle relido 

Communi mufse {(Miipes ben^ devius erret: 1 60 

Accidit interdum, ut fcriptores ingenium ingens 

Evehat ad culpam egregiam, maculafque micantes 

Quas nemo criticorum audet detergere figat; 

Accidit ut linquat vulgaria clauftra furore 

Magnanimo, rapiatque fblutum lege decorem, 165 

Qui, quum judicium non intercedat, ad ipfum 

Cor properat, finefque illic fimul obtinet omnes. 

Haud aliter fi forte jugo fpeculamur aprico, 

Luminibus res arrident, quas Daedala tellus 

Parcior oftentare folet, velut ardua montis 1 70 

Alperitas, fcopulive exefi pendulus horror. 

Cura tamen femper magna eft adhibenda poefi, 

Atque hie cum ratione infaniat author, opqrtet : 

^ Et 
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And tho' the antients thus their rules invade, 

(As kings difpenfe with lawsthcmfelves havefmade) i6j 

Moderns beware ! or if you muft offend 

Againft the precept, ne'er tranigrcfs its end. 

Let it be ieldom, and compelFd by need. 

And have, at leaft, their precedent to plead. 

The critic dfe proceeds without remorfe, 1 70 

Seizes your fame, and puts his laws in force, 

I know there arc, to whofe prefumptuous thoughts 
Thofe freer beauties, even in them, feem faults. 
Some figures monftrous, and mifs*fhap'd app^ar^ 
Confider'd (ingly, or beheld too near, . ^7S 

Which, but proportioned to their light, or place, 
Due diflance reconciles to form and grace. 
A prudent chief not always muft difplay 
His pow'rs in equal ranks, and fair array ; 
But with th' occafion, and the place comply, 1 80 

Conceal his force, nay, fometimes feem to fly. 
Thofe oft arc ftratagems which errors feem. 
Nor is it Homer nods, but we that dream. 

Still green with bays eacli ancient altar ftands, 
Above the reach of facrilegious hands; ' 185 

Secure from flames, from envy's fiercer rage, 
Dcftrudlive war, and all-devouring age. 
Sjc, from each clime the learn'd their incenfe bring; 
Hear in all tongues confenting pasans ringl 

In 
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Et, quamvis veteres pro tempore jura refigunt, 

Et leges violare fuas regaliter audent, 175 

Tu caveas, moneo, quifquis nunc fcribis, & ipfam 

Si legem frangas, mempr ejus refpice finem. 

Hoc femper tamen evites, nifi te gravis urget 

Nodus, praemonftrantque authorum exempla priorum. 

Ni facias, criticus totam implacabilis iram 180. 

Exercet, turpique nota tibi nomen inurit. 

Sed non me latuere, quibus fua liberiores 
Has veterum veneres vitio dementia vertit. 
Et quaerdam tibi figna quidem monftrofa videntur, 
Si per fe vel perpendas, propiorave luftres, 185 

Quae re<Sta cum cbnftituas in luce locoque, 
Formam conciliat diflantia jufla venuflam. 
Non aciem femper belli dux callidus artis 
Inflruit aequali ferie ordinibufque decoris, 
Sed fe temporibu(que locoque accomodat, agmen 190 
Celando jam, jamque fugae fimulachra ciendo. 
Mentitur fpeciem erroris faepe alius, & ipfe 
Somniat emundus judex, non dormit Homerus. 

Aipice, laurus adhuc antiquis vernatin aris, 
Quas rabidae violare manus non amplius audent ; 195 
Flammarum a rabie tutas, Stygiaeque veneno 
Invidiae, Martifque minis & morfibus aevi. 
Do(^a caterva, viden 1 fcrt ut fragrantia thura ; 
Audin ut omnigenis refbnant praeconia Unguis 1 

H Laudes 
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In praife fo jiift let tvry voice be join*d, igo 

And fill the general chorus of mankind ! 

Hail, bards triumphant I born in happier days, 

Immortal heirs of univerfal praife ! 

Whofe honours with increafe of ages grow, 

As ftrcams roll down enlarging as they flow I 195 

Nations unborn your mighty names fliall found, 

And worlds applaud that muft not yet be found I 

Oh ! may fome Ipark of your celeilial fire 

The laft, the meaneft of your Ions inspire, 

(That on weak wings from far purfues your flights, 200 

Glows while he reads, but trembles as he writes) 

,To teach vain vnx& a fcience little known, 

T' admire fuperior Icnfe and doubt their own. 

Of all the caufes which confpire to blind 
Man s erring judgment, and milguide the mind ; 20$ 

What the weak head with ftrongeft bias rules, 
Is pride, the never-failing vice of fools. 
Whatever nature has in worth deny*d, 
She gives, in large recruits of needful pride ; 
For as in bodies, thus in fouls we find, • 210 

What wants ia blood and fpirits, fwell'd with wind : 
Pride, where wit fails, fteps in to our defence, 
And fills up all the mighty void of fenfe I 
If once right reafon drives that cloud away. 
Truth breaks upon us with rcfiftlefs day ; 215 

Truft 
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Laudes ufque jtdeo meritos vox qusque rependat, 200 

Humanique fimul generis.choms omnis adefto. 

Salvete, O vates I nati melioribus annis, 

Munus 8c immortale aeterQse laudis adept! I 

Queis juvenefck honos lobgo raaturior evo, 

Didor lit difHindit aquas, dum defluit amnis I 205 

Vos populi mundique canent, facra nomina, quos jam 

Inventrix (fic diis vifum eft) non contiglt aetas ! 

Pars alfqua, o utmami facro icintillet ab igne 

Illi, qui veftra eft extrema & humillima proles ! 

(Qui longe fequitur vos debilioribus alis 210 

Ledor magnanimus, ied enim, fed icriptor inaudax) 

Sic critici vani, me praecipiente, priores 

Mirari, arbitrioque Aio diffidere dilcant. ^ 

Omnibus ex caufis, quae animum corrumpere junftis 
Viribus, humanumque fblent obtundere acumen, 215 
Pingue caput folita eft momento impellere fummo 
Stultitiae femper cognata fuperbia ; quantum 
Mentis nafcenti fata invidere, profufo 
Tantum fubfidio faftnas fuperaddere.gaudent ; 
Nam veluti in membris, fic &pe animabus, inanes 220 
Exundant vice f fpirituum, vice (anguinis aurae 
Suppetias inopi venit alma fuperbia menti, 
Atque per immenfum capitis fe extendit inane I 
Quod fi refta valet ratio banc di{pergere nubem 
Naturae verique dies fincera refulget 225 

*]- Animalium fcilicet. 
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Truft not yourfelf by your defeds to know, 
Make ufe of evVy £riend — and ev'ry foe. 

A little learning is a dangVous thing, 
Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fpring; 
There (hallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 2 20 

And drinking largely fobers us again. 
Fir*d atfirft fight with what the mufe imparts, 
In fearlels youth we tempt the heights of arts,. * . 
While from the bounded level of our mind. 
Short views we take, nor fee the lengths behind; 225 
But more advanc'd, behold with (Irange flirprize 
New diftant feenes of endlels fcience rife 1 
So pleas'd at firft the tow'ring Alps we try, 
Mount o'er the vales, and feem to tread the fky, 
Th' eternal fnows appear already paft, 230 

And the firft clouds and mountains feem the laft ; " 
But thofe attain'd, we tremble to lurvey 
The growing labour of the lengthened way, 
Th' increafing profped: tires our wond'ring eyes, 
Hills peep o*er hills, and Alps on Alps arife I 235 

f A perfed judge will read each work of wit 
With the fame fpirit that its author writ, 

■f- JDiligenter l^endum eft, ac pene ad fcribendi follicitudinem $ nee per 
partes modo fcrutanda funt omnia-, led perledus liber utique ex integro refu- 
mcndus. Quintil. 
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CuicunqUe eft animus penitus cognofcere culpas, 
Nee fibi, nee fbciis eredat, verum omnibus aurem 
Commodet, apponatque inimica opprobria lucro. 

Ne muiae invigiles mediocriter, aut fuge fontem 
Caflalium omnino, aut hauftu te prolue pleno : 
Iftius latieis tibi mens abftemia torpet 
Ebria, fobrietafque redit revoeata bibendo. 
Intuitu mu|^ primo, novitateque capta 
Alpirat dodrinae ad culmina fumma juventus 
Intrepida, & quoniam tunc mens eft ardla, Aioque 
Omnia metitur modulo, male lippa labores 
Pone fecuturos oculis non afpicit acquis : 
Mox autem attonitae jam jamque icientia menti 
Crebrefcit variata modis fine limite miris I 
Sic ubi defertis confcendere vallibus Alpes 
Aggredimur, nubefque humiles calcare videmur, 
Piotinus aeternas fuperafle nives, & in ipfo 
Invenifle viae laetamur limine finem : 
His vero exadtis tacito terrore ftupemus 
Durum crefcentem magis & magis ufque laborem, 
Jam longus tandem profpeftus laefa fatigat 
Lumina, dum colles aflurgunt undique faeti 
Collibus, impofitaeque emergunt Alpibus Alpes. 



Ingeniofe leget judex perfcdtus eadem 
Qui vates fcripfit ftudiofus opufcula curi, 
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Survey the whole, nor feek flight faults to find, 

Where nature moves, and rapture warms the mind; 

Nor lofe, for that malignant, dull delight, 240 

The gen'rous pleafure to be charm'd with wit : 

But in fuch lays as neither ebb nor flow. 

Correctly cx)ld, and regularly low. 

That fhunning &ults, one quiet temper keep. 

We cannot blame indeed — but we may fleep.' 245 

In wit, as nature, what afFeds our hearts 

Is not th* exadne&of peculiar parts : 

'Tis not a lip, nor eye, we beauty call. 

But the joint force, and full refult of all. 

Thus when we view fome well-proportion'd dome, 250 

(The world's jufl wonderd, and ev'n thine, O Rome I) 

No fingle parts unequally furprize. 

All comes united to the admiring eyes ; 

No monfh-ous height, or breadth, or length appear ; 

The whole at once is bold and regular. 255 

Whoever thinks a faultlefs piece to fee. 
Thinks what ne*er was, nor is, nor e'er fhall be. 
In evVy work regard the writer's end, 
Since none can compafs more than they intend ; 
And if the means be juft, the conduct true, '260 

Applaufe, in fpight of trivials faults, is due. 
As men of breeding, fbmetimes men of wit, 
T'avoid great errors, muft the lefs commit. 

Negled 
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Totum perpendet, cenforque eft parcus, ubi ardor 

Exagitat naturae animos &; concitat oeftrum ; 

Nee tam fervili generofa libidine mutet 

Gaudia, quae bibulas menti catus ingerit author. 

Verum ftagnantis mediocria carmina mufej 255 

Quas reptant fub lim4 & certi lege ftupefcunt, 

Quae torpent uno erroris fecura tenorc, . 

Hasc equidem nequeo culpare — & dormio tantum. 

Ingenii, veluti naturas, non tibi conftant 

lUecebraB forma, quae certis partibus infit ; 260 

Nam te non rcddit labiumve oculufve venuftum, 

Sed charitum cumulus, colleftaque tela decoris. 

Sic ubi luftramus perfedam infigniter aedem, 

(Quas Romam fplendore, ipfumqne ita perculit orbem) 

Laeta diu non ull4 in fimplice parte mor^ntur 265 

Lumina, fed fele per totum errantia pafcunt ; 

Nil longum latumve nimis, nil altius aequo 

Cernitur, illuftris nitor omnibus, omnibus ordo. 

Quod confummatum eft opus omni ex parte, nee ufquam 
Nunc exftat, nee erat, nee erit labentibus annis. 
Quas fibi proponat metas adverte, poeta 
Ultra aliquid fperare, illas fi abfolvat, iniquum eft ; 
Si reda ratione utatuf, confilioque 

Perfedo, miftis maculis, vos plaudite clamo. 275 

Accidit, ut vates, veluti vafer Aulicus, erret 
Scepius errorem, ut vitet graviora, minorem. 

Neglige, 
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Negled the rules each verbal critic lays, 

For not to know fome trifles is a praife. 265 

Moft critics fond of fome fubfervient art. 

Still make the whole depend upon a part, 

They talk of principles, but notions prize, 

And all to one lov'd folly facrifice. 

Once, on a time, la Mancha's knight, they fay, 270 
A certain bard encountering on the way, 
Difcours'd in terms as juft, in looks as fage. 
As e*er cou'd Dennis, of the Grecian ftage ; 
Concluding all were defp'rate fots, and fools. 
That diirft depart from Ariftotle*s rules. 275 

Our author happy in a judge fo nice, 
Produc'd his play, and begg'd the knight's advice ; 
Made him obferve the fubjed:, and the plot. 
The manners, paflions, unities, what not ? 
All which, exaA to rule, were brought about, . 280 
Were but a combat in the lifts left out 
" What I leave the combat out?" exclaims the knight ; 
Yes, or we muft renounce the Stagyrite. 
»* Not fo, by heav'n I (he anfwers in a rage) 
*' Knights, Iquires, andfteeds, muft enter on the ftage." 
The ftage can ne'er fo vaft a throng contain. 286 

" Then build a-new, or ad it on a plain.'* 

Thus critics of lefs judgment than caprice. 
Curious, not knowing, not exadl, but nice, 

6 Form 
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Neglige, quas criticus, verborum fiitilis auceps, 

Leges edicit: nugas nefcire decorum eft. 

Artis cujufdam tantum auxiliaris amantes 280 

Partem aliquam pkrique colunt vice totius; illi 

Multa crepant de judicio, nihilominus iftam 

Stultitiam, iua quam fententia laudat, adorant. 

QuixoTUs quondam, fl vera eft fabula, cuidam 
Occurrens vad, criticum certamen inivit 285 

DoAa citans, gravlterque tuens, tanquam arbiter alter 
DsNNisius, Graii moderatus frsna theatiri ; 
Acriter id dein afleruit, ftultum efte hebetemque, 
Quilquis Ariftotelis poflet contemnere leges. 
Quid ? — talem comitem nadus felicit^ author, 290 

Moxtragicum, quod compofuit, proferre poema 
Incipit, et critici fcitari oracula taiiti. 

Jam jt-vBoVf TCI vuBi^y T^Q^f iTfol^XrifUif Xvnyque & 

Csetera de generehoc equiti defcribat hianti9 

Quaecundia ad norman quadrarent, inter agendum 295 

Si tantum prudens certamen omitteret author. 

*' Quid vero certamen omittes? excipit heros; 

Sic veneranda Sophi fiiadent documenta. " Quid ergo, 

Armigerumqueequitumquecohors fcenam intret, oportet,'* 

Forfan, at ipfa capax non tantae fcena caterva eft: 300 

"** OEdificave aliam — velapertis utere campis." 

Sic ubi fuppofito morofa fuperbia rcgnat 
Judicio, criticaeque tenent faftidia cur* 

I Vana 
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Form fhort ideas, and ofTend in arts 290 

(As moft in manners) by a love to parts. 

Some to conceit alone t!ieir tafte confine, 
And glitt'ring thoughts firuck out at ev*ry line; 
Pleas'd with a work, where nothing's juft or fit. 
One glaring chaos, and wild heap of wit, 295 

Poets like painters, thus unikiU'd to trace 
The naked nature, and the living grace. 
With gold and jewels cover ev'ry part. 
And hide with ornaments their want of art. 
True f wit is nature to advantage dre{s*d, 300 

What oft was thought, but ne'erib well exprefs'd; 
Something, whofe truth convinced at fight, we find. 
That gives us back the imafge of our Ttiind. 

As fhades more fwcctly recommend the light. 
So modefl plainnefs fets off Iprightly wit; 305 

For works may have more wit than does them good. 
As bodies perifh through excefs of blood. 

Others, for language all their care exprefs. 
And value books, as women men, for drefs; 
Their praifc is ftill — the flyle is excellent ; 310 

The fenfe they humbly take upon content. 



t Naturam intueamur, hanc fequamurj id facillime accipiunt animi qucd 
agnofcunt. Quintil. lib. 8. cap. 3. 
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Vana locuin, curto modulo sftimat omnia cenfbr, 
Atque modo perverfus in artibus errat eodem, 305 

Moribus ac multi, dum parte laborat in una. 

Sunt, qui nil fapiant, iaiibus ni£ quseque redundet 
Pagina, perpetuoque nitet diftinda lepore, 
Nil aptum fbliti juftumve requirere, lat^ 
Si micet ingeoii chaos, indiicretaque moles. 310 

Nudas naturae veneres, vivumque decorem 
Fingere^ qui nequeunt, quorundam exempla lecuti 
Pidonim, baud gemmis parcunt, baud iiimptibus auri, 
Ut fefe abfcondat rutilis infcitia velis. 
Vis veriingenii, natura eft cultior, id quod 315 

Sen(erunt multi, fed jam fcite exprimit unus, 
Quod primo pulcbrum intuitu, redumque videtur 
£t mentis menti fimulachra repercutitipfi. 
Haud fecus ac lucem commendant fuaidtur umbras, 
Ingenio fie flmplicitas iuperaddit honorem: 320 

Ham fieri pofiit mufa ingeniofior aequo,- 
£t pereant tumidae nimio tibi fanguine venae. 

Nonnulliveroyerborum incortice ludunt, 
Ornatufque libri folos muliebriter ardent. 
Egregium ecce! ftylum clamant I fed Temper ocellis 325 
Fraetereunt male, fi quid inefl ratibnis, inundis. 

I 2 Verba, 
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Words are like leaves, and where they moll aboundy 

Much fruit of fenfe beneath is- rarely found. 

Falfe eloquence, like the prifmatic glafs, 

Its gaudy colours fpreads on ev'ry place j 315; 

The face of nature we no more furvcyi 

All glares alike, without diftinftion gay j. 

But true expreflioa, like th' unchanging fun-;. 

Clears and improves whate'er it Ihines upon, 

It gilds all objefls- but it alters none. \ 32a 

ExprefHon is the drefs- of thought, and Aill 

Appears more decent, as more fuitable ; 

A vile conceit in pompous words exprefs'd,. 

Is like a clown in regal purple drefs'd ;; 

For difFrent ftyles with difF'rent fubjedls Ibrt, 3:25; 

As fev*ral garbs, with country, town, and court. 

Some * by old words to fame have made pretence. 

Ancients in phrafc^ meer modems in their fenfe!. 

Such laboured nothings in f<> ftrange a ftyle, 

Amaze the unlearn'd, and make the learned, fmile. 33a 

Unlucky, as Fungofo in. the -f* play ; '\ 

Thefe fparks with aukward vanity difplay - 

What the fine gentleman wore yefterday.. 



i 



* AboUtaetabrogataretincFe, infolentiaecujufdameft, etfrivolae inparvis 
jaftantiae. Quint jl. lib. i. cap. 6. 

Opus eft ut verba a vetiiftate repetita neque creba fint, neque manitefta ;- 
quia nil eft odiofus afFcftatione, nee utique ab ultimis repetita temporibus. 
Oratio, cujus fumma virtus eft perfpicuitas -, quam fit vitiofa, fi egeat inter- 
prete? Ergo ut novorum optima erunt maxime Vetera^ ita veterum maximc 
nova. Ibidem. 

t Ben Johnfon's Every Man ia his humour^ And 
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Verba, vclut frondes, nimiacum tegmine opacant 

Ramos, torpefcunt mentis^ fine germine. Prava 

Rhetorice, vitri lat^ radiantis ad inftav 

Prifmatici, rutilos diffiiiidit ubique colore^;, 3^30 

Non tibi naturae-licet amplius ora tueri, 

At mal^ difcretis Icintillant omnia flammis r 

Sed contra veluti jubar immutabile foils, 

Quicquid contre£tat facundia, luftrat et augef, 

Nil variat, fed cunda oculo Iptendoris inaurat. 3 j-^ 

Eloquium- mentis noilrse quafi veflis habenda eft^ 

Quae fi fit fatis apta, decentior inde videtur 

Scommata magnificis ornata procacia verbis- 

Ibdutos referunt regalia fyrmata faunos j 

Diverfis etenim diverfa vocabula rebus. 34a 

Appingi fes eft, aulae velut silica veftis, 

Alteraque agricolis, atque altera congruit urbL 

Quidam fcriptorcs, antiquis vocibus ufi, 

Gloriolam afiedant, veterum aemula turba fenorum,. 

Si mentem. Ipedcs juvenentur more recentuni. 34 j^ 

Tantula nugamenta ftyloque operofa vetufto, 

Dodi derident fbli placitura popelio. 

Hi nihilo mag^ felices quam comicus ifte 

FuNGOso, oftentant abfurdo pepla tumore,, 

Qualia nefcio quis geftavit nobilis olim 5, 2S^ 
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And but fb mimic ancient wits at beft, 

As apes our grandfircs in their doublets dreft. 335 

In w<H'ds, as fafhion^, the iame rule will hold; 

Alike fantaftic, if too new, or old; 

Be not the firft by whom the new are try*d, 

Nor yet the lafl to lay the old adde. 

* But mpft by numbers judge a poet's fong, 340 

J^nd jGnoth, or rough, with them, is right or wrong ; 
In the bright muietho' tfaouiand charms conlpire, 
Her voice is all thefe tuneful fools admire; 
Who haunt Pamafllis but to pleafe the ear, 
Not mend their minds, as fome to church repair, ^ 345 
Not for the dodrine, but the mufic there. 
Thefe equal fyllables alone require, 
Tho*foft the ear the open vowels tire; 
While expletives their feeble aid do join. 
And ten low words oft creep in one dull line ; 350 

WhHe they ring round the lame unvary'd chimes, 
With fure returns of ftill'expeded rhymes. 
Where'er you find, the cooling weftern breeze. 
In the next line, it whifpers thro' the trees,- 

• Quis populi fermo eft? quis enim ? nifi cartninc roolli 
Nunc demutn numero fluereut per laeve fcveros 
EfFugit junftura ungues; fcit tendere verfum, 
Nee fecus ac fi oculo rubricam dirigat uno. Pe Rsius. Stat. i. 

-f- Fugicmus crcbras vocalium concurfiones, qua; vaftatn atque hiantcm 
orationem reddunt. Cic. ad Herenn. lib. 4. 

If 
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Atquemodo veteres dodos imitantur eodem, 

Ac hominem veteri in tunic4 dum flmia ludit. 

Verba, velut mores, a juftis legibus errant, 

Si nimium antiqnse fiierint, nimiumve novatae; 

Tu cave ne tentes infueta vocabula primus, 355 

Nee Vetera abjicias poftremus nomina rerum. 

Laevis an afpcr eat verfijs plerique rcquirunfc 
Cenfores, fblofque fbnos damnantve probantve; 
Millc licet veneres formofam Pierin c^rnent, 
Stnltiti^ vox arguta cekbrabitur una: 360 

Qui juga Parnaffi non ut mala corda repurgcnt j 
Auribus ut placeant, vifunt: fie faepe profanos 
Impulit ad refonum pietas aurita facellum. 
His folum criticis Temper par fyllaba cordi eft, 
Vafti etfi ufque omnis pateat vocalis hiatu ; 365 

Expletivaque fsepe fuas quoque fuppetias denty 
Ac verfum unum oneret levium hcu 1 decas cii \ pigra vocum ; 
Dum non mutato refonant mal^ cymbala plandu,, 
Atque augur mifer ufque fcio, quid deinde fequatur. 
Quacunque aipirat clementior aura Favoniy 370 

•Mox (nullus dubito) graciUs vibrantur arijle& 
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if cryilal ftreams, with pleafing murmurs creep, 355 

The reader's threat'ned, not in vain, with fleep. 

Then at the laft, and only couplet fraught 

With fome unmeaning thing they call a thought, 

A .needlefs Alexandrine ends the fbng, 

That like a wounded fnake, drags its flow length along. 

Leave fuch to tune their own dull rhymes, and know 

What's roundly fmooth, or languifliingly flow. 

And praile the eafy vigour of a line 

Where Denham's ftrength, and Waller's fweetnefs join. 

True eafe in writing coines from art not chance, 365 

As thofe move eafieft who have learn'd to dance. 

'Tis not enough no harflinels gives offence. 

The found muft feem an echo to the fenfe. 

Soft is the ftrain when Zephyr gently blows. 

And the fmooth flream in fmoother numbers flows, 370 

But when loud billows laflithe founding fhore, 

Thehoarfe rough verfefliould like the torrent roar. 

When Ajax ftrives, fome rock's vafl: weight to throw. 

The line too labours, and the words move llow. 

Not fo, when fwift Camilla Jcours the plain, 375 

Flics o'er th' unbending corn, and fkims along the main. 

Hear how*Timotheus various lays furprize. 

And bid alternate paflions fall and rife I 



♦ Alexander's feaft, orthcpowcrof muficj an ode by Mr. Drydcn. 
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Rivulus Tit tntMi/erpit per iaevia iapfu, 

Ledor, non temer^ 6xpedes> pofi murmur a\ fomnoi. 

Turn demum qua lat^ extremum ad diftichon, ipfa 

Magnificum finemente nihil, Sententia fplendet, 375 

Segnis Hypermeter, audio? adeft, et daudicat, inftar 

Anguis faucia terga trahentls, prorepentifque* 

Hiproprias (lupeant nugas, tu difcere tentes, 

Quaetereti properant veni, velamabilclanguent 

Iftaque faclaudes, ubi vivida Denhamii vis 380 

Walleriee conditafluit dukedinemufe. 

Scribendi numerofe facultas provenit arte, 

Ut foli incefTu faciles fluitafe videntur, 

Pledro morigcrosqui callent fingere greffus. 

Non folum afperitas tcneras cave verbcret aures, 385 

Sed vox quseque exprefla tufle iit mentis imago. 

Len^ edat ^|^ynis fufpiria blanda, politis 

Lsevius in numeris labatur Iseve fluentum; 

At reboat, furit, aftuat ami4a mufa, fonoris 

Littoribus cum rauca horrendum impingitur undaC 390 

Quando eft faxum Ajax vaft4 vi volvere adortus, 

Tardeincedatverfus, multum perque laborem. 

Non ita five Camilla cito lalis jequora rafit, 

Sive levis leviterque terit, neque fleftit ariftas. 

Audin I Timothei.coeleftia carmba, menti 395 

t)ulcibus alloquiis varios fuadentia motuil 

K Audin I 



'Digitized by 



Google 



66 An Essay on Criticism. 

While at each change the fbn of Lybian Jove, 

Now burns with glory,, and then melts with love; 380 

Now fierce his eyes with fparkling fury glow I 

Now fighs fteal out, and tears begin to flow ; 

Perfiansand Greeks like turns of nature found. 

And the world's vidor ftood fubdu'd by found 1 

The pow'r of mufic all our hearts allow, 

And what Timotheus was, is Dry den now. 385 

Avoid extremes, and fhun the fault of fuch, 
Who ftill are pleas'd too little, or too much. 
At ev'ry trifle fcorn to take oflFence, 
That always fliows great pride, or Kttlelenfe. 390 

Thofe heads, as ftomachs, are not fure the befl*,. 
Which naufeate all, and nothing can digeft. 
Yet let not each gay turn thy rapture move; 
For fools admire, but men of fenfe approve. 
As things f;em large which we thro* mifts defcry, 395 

Dulnefs is ever apt to magnify. 

Some the French writers, fome our own delj^fej 
The ancients only, or the moderns prize. 
(Thus wit, like faith, by. each man is apply *d 
To one fmall fed, and all are damn'd befide,) 400 

Meanly 
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Audin! ut alternis Lybici Jovis inclyta proles 

Nuncardetfamam, folos nunc (pirat amores, 

Lumina nunc vivis radiantia volvere flammis, 

Mox furtim fufpiria, mox efFundere fletumi 400 

Dum Perfe, Graeciquc pares {entire tumyltus 

Difcunt, vi<^ricemque lyram rex orbis adorat. 

Mufica quid poterit corda ipfa fatentur, et audit 

Timotheus nofbras merita cum laude Drydenus. 

Tu (ervare modum ftudeas ben^ cautus, ttiflos 405 
Queis aut nil placuifTe poteft, aut omnia, vites. 
Exiguas nafo maculas fufpendere noli, 
Namque patent nuUo ftupor atqae fuperbia mentis 
Clarius indicio ; neque mens eft optima certe, 
Non fecus ac ftomachus, quaecunque recufat et odit 410 
Omnia, difficilifque nihil tibi concoquit unquam. 
Non tamen idcirco vegeti vis uUa leporis 
Te tibi furripiat ; mirari mentis ineptje eft, 
Prudentis vero tantum optima quasque probarc. 
Majores res apparent per nubila vifae, 415 

Atque ita luminibus ftupor ampliat omnia deniis. 

His Galli minus arrident, illifque poetse 
Noftrates, hodierni aliis, aliifque vetufti. 
Sic * fidei fimile, ingenium fedae arrogat uni 
Quifquefuae; folis patet illis januacceli 420 

* Chriftianjefcilicet. 

K 2 Scilicet 
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Meanly they ieek the bkillng to con£[ne> 

And force that fun but on a part to fliine^ 

Which not alone the fouthern wit fublimes. 

But ripens fpirits m cold northern dimes^ 

Which from the £rfi has fhone on ages pa^, 405 

Enlights the prefent, and ihall warm the kfl. 

(Tho* each may feel inaeafes and decays^ 

And fee now dearer and now darker days) 

Regard not then if wit be old or new. 

But blame the falfe and value flill the true; 410 

Some ne*er advance a judgment of their own,, 
But catch the fpeading notion of the town J 
They reafon and conclude by precedent, 
And own flalc nonfenfe, which they ne'er indent. 
Some judge of authors names, not works, and then 415 
Norpraife, nor blame the writings, but the men. 
Of all this fervile herd, the worfl is be 
Who in proud dulnefe joins with quality, 
A conflant critic at the great man's board,, 
To fetch and carry nonfenfe for my lord* 420* 

What woful fluff this madrigal wou*^d be. 
In Ibme flarved hackney fonneteer, or me ? 
But let a lord once own the happy lines, 
How the wit brightens, how the flyle refines! 

Before 
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Scilicet, inque malam rem caetera turba jubentun 

Fruftra autem immenfis cupiunt imponere metam 

Muneribus Divum> atque illius tela coardant 

Solis, hyperboreas etiam qui tetnperat auras, 

Non folum auftrales genios fcecuftdat et auget 425 

Qui primts late fua lumina fparfit ab annis^ 

Illuftrat praefens, fummifmque accenderit oevum. 

(Cuiqufe vices varise tamen; et jam fascula f(3ecli» 

Succedunt pejora, et jam meliora peradis ) 

Pro meritis mufam laudare memento, necunquam 4jd 

Neglige quod novitas diftinguit, quodve vetuftas* 

Sunt qui nil proprium in medium proferre llierunt, 
Judiciumque fuum credunt popularibus auris; 
Tum vulgi quo exempla trahunt retrahuntque fequuntur,' 
ToUuntque expofitas lat^ per compita nugasv 435 

Turba alia authorum titulos ct nomina difcic 
Scriptorefque ipfos, non fcriptaexaminat. Horum 
Peflimus ifte cluef, fi quem ferviliter ipfos 
Vifere magnates ftupor ambitiofus adegit. 
Qui critice ad menfam domino ancillatur inepto^ 44a 
Futilis ardelio, Temper referenfque ferenfque 
Nuntia nugarum. Quam pinguia, quam male nata 
Carmina cenfentur, quaecunque ego fbrt^ vel uUus 
Pangere Apollineae tentat faber improbus artis 1 
At fiquis vero, fiquis vir magnus adoptet 445 

Felicem mufam, quantus nitor ecce ! venufque 

2 Ingenio 
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Before his facred name flies ev'ry fault, 425 

And each exalted ftanza fteems with thought! 

The vulgar thus thro' imitation err. 
As oft the learn'd by being fingular ; 
So much they fcora the croud, that if the throng 
By chance go right, they purpofely go wrong: 430 

So fchifmatics the plain believers quit, 
And are but damn d for having too much wit. 

Some blame at morning what they praife at night; 
But always think the laft opinion right. 
A mufe by thefe is like a mifl:refs us'd, 43^ 

This hour fhc*8 idoliz'd, the next abus'd; 
While their weak heads like towns unfortify'd, 
'Twixt fenfe and nonfenfe daily change their fide. 
Afk them the caufe, they're wifer ftill they fay; 
And ftill to-morrow's wifer than to-day. 440 

We think our fathers fools, fo wife we grow; 
Our wifer fons, no doubt, will think us fb. 
Once fchool-divines this zealous ifle oe erlpread; 
Who knew mcft fentence<?, was deepeft read; 
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Ingenio acceduntf quatn prodigialiter acer 

Fit ftubito ftylus! omnigenam venerabile nomen 

Praetexit facris culpam radiis, & ubique 

Carmina culta nitent, 8c pagina parturit omnis. 450 

Scultula plebs dodos ftudiofa imitarier errat, 
Vt do<Sti nuUos imitando fsepius ipfi; 
Qui, fi forte unquam plebs redum viderit, (illis 
Tanto turba odio eft) confultolumina claudunt. 
Talis fchifmaticus Chrifti, grege foepe relidto, 455 

Ccelos ingenii pro laude pacifcitur ipfos. 

Non defuntquibus incertum mutaturin boras 
Judicium, fed femper eos fentciitia ducit 
Ultima palantes. Jllis miferanda camaena 
More meretricis tra^ftatur, nunc Dea certe, 460 

Nunc audit vilis lupa: dum praepingue cerebrum, 
Debilis 8c male munitae ftationis ad inftar, 
Jam refii, jam ftultitiae pro partibus aftat. 
Si cauiam ro^ites, aiiquis tibi dicat eundo 
Quifque dies tenerae praebct nova pabula menti, 465 

Et iapimus magis atque magis. Nos doda propago 
Scilicet et fapiens proavos contemnimus omnes, 
Heu! pariter noftris temnendanepotibus olim. 
Quondam per noftros dum turba fcholaftica fines 
Regnavit, fi cui quam plurima claufula femper 47a 

In promptu, ille inter dodifiimus audiit omnes; 

Religiofai 
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Faith, gofpel, all, feem*d made to be difputed, 445 

And none had fenle enough to be confuted: 

5cotifts and Thomifts, now in peace remain, 

Amidft their kindred cobwebs in Duck-lane. 

If faith itfelf has different drefles worn, 

What wonder modes in \dt ihou*d take their turn ? 450 

Oft leaving what is natural and fit. 

The current fcAly proves the* ready wir; 

And authors think their reputation faie, 

Which lives as long as fools are pkas*d to laugh. 

Some valuing thofe of their own fide or mind, 455 
Still make themfelvcs the meafure of mankind 5 
Fondly we think we honour merit then. 
When we but praife ourfelves in other men. 
Parties in wit attend on thofe of ftate, 
And public fadion doubles private hate. 460 

Pride, malice, folly, againft Dryden rofe. 
In various fhapcs of parfons, critics, beaus; 
But fenfe furviv'd when merry jefts were paft ; 
Forrifing merit will buoy up at laft. 
Might he return and blels once more our eytSy 465 

New Blackmores and new Milboumes muft arife j 
Nay, fhou'd great Homer lift his awful head, 
Zoilus again wou'd ftart up from the dead. 

Envy 
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Religioia fides fimul ac&cra omnia nafci 

Sunt viia in litem ; iapuit fat nemo refelli 

Ut fe fit pafius. Jam gens infliKa Scotifix, 

Intactique abaci Thomjftae pace fi-uentes 475 

Inter araneolos pandunt fua retia fiatres. 

Ipfa fides igitur cum fit variata, quid ergo, 

Quid minim ingenium quoque fi varia induat ora? 

Naturae verique relidis finibus amens 

Ssepius infanire parat popularity author, 480 

Expedatque fibi vitalem hoc nomine famam, 

Suppetitufque fuus plebi quia rifus ineptas. 

Hie fblitus propria metirier omnia norma, 
Solos, qui fecum fiint mente et partibus iifdcm 
Approbat, at vanos virtuti reddit honores, 485 

Cui tantum fibi fie larvata Aiperbia plaudit. 
Partium in ingenio fiudium quoque regnat, ut aula, 
Seditioque auget privatas publica rixas. 
Drydeno obftabant odium atque fuperbia nuper 
Ef flupor omnigenae latitans fub imagine formas. 
Nunc criticus, nunc bell us homo, moxddndefacerdos; 
Attamen ingenium, joca cum filuere, fuperftcs 491 

Viyit adhuc, namqye olim utcunque fcpulta profundis 
Pulchrior emerget tenebris tamen inclyta virtus, 
Milbourni, rurfus fi fas foret ora tucri, 
Blackmorique novi reducem infcquerenter; I low ek us 
Ipfe etiam erigeret vultus fi forte verendos 496 

ZoiLUS ex bfcogreflusrevocaret, Ubique 
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Envy will merit, as its fliade purTue, 

But like a fliadow proves the fubftatice true; 470 

For envy*d wit, like Sol eclips*d, makes known 

Th* oppofing body's ^flhefs, not its own. 

When firft the funtoo powerful beams diipiays, 

It draws up vapours which oblcoret&e rays ; 

But ev'n thoie clouds ai hh adorn its way, 4.75 

ReHed new glories and augment the day. 

Be thou the firft true merit to befiiend. 
His praife is loft who ftays till all commend. 
Short is the date, alas I of modern rhymes. 
And *tis but juft to let them live betimes. 480 

No longer now that golden age appears. 
When patriarch- wits furviv'dathoulandycairs; 
Now length of fame (our fecond life) is loft, 
And bare threefcore, is all ev'n that can boaft; 
Our fons their fathers failing language fee, 485 

And fuch as Chaucer is, fhall Dryden be. 
So when the faithful pencil has defignd* 
Some bright idea of the mafter*s mind, 
Where a new world leaps out at his command, 
And ready nature waits upon his hand 5 496 



And 



Digitized by 



Google 



De Arte Critica. 75 

Virtuti malus, umbra velut nigra, livor adhsret, 

Sed verum ex vana corpus cognofcitur umbrd. 

Ihgenium, folis jam deficientis ad inilar 509 

Invifum, oppofiti tenebras tantum arguit orbis, 

Dum claro intemerata manent fua lumina divo. 

Sol prodit cum primum, atque intolcrabil^ fulget 

Attrahit obfcuros flamm^ magnete vapores ; 

Mox vero pingunt etiam invida nubila callem 509 

Multa coloratum> & creicentia nubila ipargunt 

Uberi^s, geminoque die viridaria donant. 

Tu primus meritis plaudas, nihil ipie meretur, 
Qui ferus laudator adeft. Breyi9, heu ! brevis agvi 
Participes noftri rates celebrantur, et sequum eft 510 

Anguftam quam primumaiTuelcant degere vitam. 
A urea nimirum jamjudum evanuit astas, 
Cum vates patriarchs extabant milleper annos: 
Jam fpet deperiit, nobis vita altera, fanue, 
Noftraque marceicit iexagenaria laurus I 515 

Afpicimus nati patriae difpendia linguae, 
£t veflis Chauc^ri olimgeflanda D&ydeno cil. 
Sic ubi parturuit mens dives imagine multa 
Pidori, calamoque interprete coepit acuti 
Concilium cerebri narrare coloribus aptis, 520 

Protinus ad nutum novus emicat orbis, et ipfa 
Evolvit manui fefe natura difertaej 
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When the ripe colours (often arid unite, 

And fvveetly melt into juft (hade and light, 

When mellowing years their full perfcdion give, 

And each bold figure juft begins to live, 

The treacherous colours the fair art betray, 495 

And all the bright creation fades away. 

Unhappy wit, like moft miftakcn things, 
Attones not for the envy which it brings. 
In youth alone its empty praife we boaft, 
But foon the /hort-liv*d vanity is loft I 5oa^ 

Like fome fair flow'r the early fpring fiif^lies. 
That gaily blooms, but ev n in blooming dies^ 
What is this wit which moft our cares employ? 
The owner's wife, that other men enjoy; 
Still moft our trouble, when the moftadmir'd; 505. 

The more we give, the more is ftill required: 
The fame with pains we gain, but lofe with eafe,. 
Sure fome to vex, but never all to pleafe ; 
'Tis what the vicious fear; the virtuous (bun,. 
By fools *tis hated, and by knaves undone! 510 
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Dulcia cum molles cdeunt in fsedera fuci 

Tandem maturi^^ liquidamque decenter obumbrant 

Admiftis luccm tenebris, et euntibus annis, 525- 

Quando opus ad fummum perdudum eft culmen, 65 auderit 

E viva formse cxtantes fpirare tabella: 

Perfidus heul pulchram color avo prodidit artem, 

Egregiufque decor jam nunc fuit omnis, ct urbcsj 

Etfiuvii, pii^que homines, terraequc fiieruntl 530- 

Heu! dos ingenii, velliti quodcunque furore 
€aBco profequimur, nihil unquam muncris adfert, 
Quod redimat comitem invidiam! juvenilibus annis 
Nil nifi inane fophos ja<5tamus, et ifta voluptas 
Vana, brevis, momento evanuit alitis horse I 52 9 

Flos veluti veris peperit quem prima juventusy 
Ble'viret, periitque virens fine falce caducus. 
Quid vero ingenium eft quslb ? Quid utillius ergo 
Tantum infudemus? nonneeft tibi perfida conjux 
Quam dominus veftis, vicinia tota potita eft; 540 

Quo placuiile magis nobis fors obtigit, inde 
Nata magis cura eft. Quidenim? crefcentibus almse 
Mufae muneribus^populi Ipcs crefcit avari; 
Laus ipfa acquiri eft operofa, et lubrica labi ; 
Quin quolHam irritare neceflb eft; omnibus autem, 5^5. 
Nequaquam fecifte iatis datur; ingeniumque 
Expallet vitium, devitat confcia virtus,. 
Stulti omnesoder6> fcelefti perdere gaudenU 
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If wit ib much from ign'rance undergo, 
Ah, let not learning too commence its foe I 
Of old, thofe met rewards who cou'd excel, 
And fuch were praisM, who but endeavour*d well; 
Tho' triumphs were to gen'rals only due, 515 

Crowns were referv'd to grace the foldier toa 
Now they who reach Parnaflus' lofty crown, 
Employ their pains to Ipurn Ibme others down j 
And while felf- love each jealous writer rules. 
Contending wits become the ijx)rt of fools. 520 

But ftill the worft with moft regret commend. 
For each ill author is as bad a friend. 
To what baie end, and by what abjed ways, 
Are mortals urg'd thro' (acred luft of praife ! 
Ah, ne'er fo dire a thirft of glory boaft, 525 

Nor in the critic let the man be loft: 
Good-nature, and good-fenfe muft ever join; 
To err is human, to forgive divine. 

But if in noble minds fbme dregs remain, 
Not yctpurg*d oiF, of fpleenand four difidain; 530 

Difcharge that rage on more provoking crimes, 
Nor fear a dearth in thcfe flagitious times. 
No pardon vile obfcenity fhou'd find, 
Tho' wit and art conipire to move your mind: 
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Quando adeo infeftam leic ignorantia prspftet, 
Abiit, ut ingeniiim bello dcxSbrina lace(Iat{ 559 

Prsmia pcbpoiuit meritis olim squa vetuflas, 
£t fua laus etiam conatx» magna fecuta eft; 
Quanquam etenim fords dtiz folus ovd>aC, at ipiis 
Militibus crines pulchrs impediere corollas. 
At nunc qui bifidi fuperarunt improba montis 555 

Culmina, certatim &cios dctnidere tcntant; 
Scriptorem, quidenim! dum qucmque phikutia ducit 
2^otypum, inftaurant ccrtamina mutua vates, 
£t fefc altemi ftultis ludibria praebcnt. 
Pert segr^ alterius, qui pdlunus audit honores, 560 

Improbus improbuli vice fungitur author amici; 
£n fasdis quam ^eda viis mortalia corda 
Cogit perfequier famse malefuada libido! 
Ahl ne gloriole u(que adeo iitis impia re^et, 
Neccriticiaffcdlans, hominisfiimulexuenomen; 565 

Sed candor cum judicio conjuret amice, 
Beccare eft hominum, peccanti ignofcere, diviim. 

At vcro i\ cui ingenuo prsecordia bilis 
Non defpumatas fatis acri fasce laborant, 
In fcelera accenfas pejora exerceat iras, 570 

Nil dubitet, fegctem praebent haec tempora largam. 
Obicasno detur nulla indulgenda vati, 
Ars licet ingenio (lipeaddita cerea fledi 
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But dulnefs with dbfcenity muft prove, 535 

As fhameful Aire as impotence in love. 

fn the fat age of plealiire, wealth and ea(e. 

Sprung the rank weed, and thriv*d with large increafe; 

When love was all an cafy monarch's care, 

Seldom -at a council, never in a war: 540 

Jilts rul'dthe ftate, and ilatefmen farces writ; 

Nay wits had penfions, and young lords had wit: 

The fair late panting at a courtier *s play, 

And not a mafk went unimproved away: 

The modeft fan was lifted up no more, 54.C 

And virgins fmii'd at what they blufh'd before 

The following licence of a foreign reign 

Did all the dregs of bold Socinus drain; 

Then unbelieving priefts reform'd the nation. 

And taught morepleafant methods of lalvation; 550 

Where heaven's free fubjeds miglit their rights dilpute, 

I.cfl: God himfelf fhould feem too ablblute. 

Pulpits their lacred fatire learn'd to Ipare, 

And vice admir'd to find a flattVer there! 

Encourag'd thus, wit's Titans brav'd the fkies, ^^^ 

And the prefs groan 'd with licenc'd blalphemies — 
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Ped^ora pdHciat. Verum, hercule, jun£ta Aupori 
Scripta impura pari vsno molimioe prorfus 575 

Invalidam sequiparant etmuchi turjMs amoiem. 
Tunc ubi regnavit dives cum pace jiroluptas 
In noilris flos ifte malus caput extulk oris. 
Tunc ubi rex facilis viguit, qui femperamore, 
Confiliisrar6, nunquam fe exercuitannis: 580 

Scripferunt mimos proctres, tneretiicibus anise 
SuccefHt regimen; nee non m^natflnis ipfis 
Affiiit ingenium, ftipendiaque ingeniafis. 
Patricias in fcenis fpe£tavit opu(cuU mufs 
Multanurus, lafciva tuens, atque auribus hau£t 58^ 
Omnia larvato fecura modeftia vultu. 
Machina, virginibusquae ventilat ora, pudicum 
Dedidicit claufa bfficiumi ad ludicra cachinnus 
Increpuit, rubor ingenuus nihil amplius arfit. 
Deinde ex externotradu^la Hcentia regno 5^6 

Audacis fssces Socini abforbuit imas, 
Sacriiegique facerdotes turn quemque dooebant 
Conati efficere, ut ^ati^ paradifbn adiret; 
Ut populus patria cum libertate ^cratis 
Ailererent fua jura locis, ne fdlioet unquam 595 

(Crediderim) Omnipotens foreC ipfe potentior a^uo. 
Templa facram ifatiram jam turn vioiata filebant: 
£t laudes vitii, vitio mirante, fonabantl 
Accenfi hinc mufae Titanes ad aflra ruerunt, 
Lcgeque fancitum quafHt blafphemia prslum. — 600 
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Thde monfters, critics, with your darts engage^ 

Here point your tbund», and exhauft your, rage! 

Yet fliun their foult, whofcandaloufly nice,, 

Will needs miftake an author into vice; 5.60 

All feems infeded that th* infe<^ed fpy,. 

As all looks yellow to thejaundic'd eye^ 

Learn then what morals critics ought to fhow. 
For 'tis but half a judge's taik to know. 
'Tis not enough wit, art, and learning join; 565 

In all you fpeak, let truth and candour fhine: 
iThatnot alone what to your judgment's due 
All may allow; but feekyoUr friendihip too.. 

Be filent always when you doubt your fenle;. 
And fpeak, tho' fure, with ieeming diflSdence; 570J 

6drfle pofitive, perfifting fops we kiiow^ 
That if once wrong, will needs be always fo; 
But you with pleafure own your errors paft. 
And make each:day, a critic on the laft.. 

"^ *Tis not enough your counlel ftill be true, 575; 

Blunt truths more mifchief than nice falfhoods do; 
Men muftbe taught as if you taught 'em not, 
Aud things unknown propbs'd as things forgot. 
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Haec monftraj O critici, contra haec convcitite tdum,. 
Hue fulmen, tonitraque ilyli torcjuctefeTeri, . . . 

Et penitus totum obnixi exonerate fiirorem! 
At^alesfligias, qui, nan fine fraude feveri, 
Scripta malam in partem, livore interprete, vcrtunty . .605 
Pravis omqia prava videntur, ut omnia pafUm 
liftericus proprii femiginetingit ocellus. 

Jam mores critici proprios, adv^rtc, docebo; 
Dimidiata etenim eft tibi fola fcientia virtus, 
Non fatis eft ars, ingeniuin, dddrinaqiie vires, .610 

Quaeque fuas jungant, fi non quoque candor honeftis, 
Et veri fincerus amor fermonibus infint 
Sic tibi non folum quifque amplos ibhret honores, 
Sed te, qui criticum probat, exoptabtt amicum, 

Mutus, quando animus dubim tibi fiwShiat, efto ; 615 
Sin tibi confidis, didis confide pudenter. 
Quidam hebetcs femperperftant erroribus; at tu 
Praeteritas laetus culpas fateare, dies- que 
Quifque diesredimat, criticoque examine tentet^ 

Hoc tibi non (atis eft, verum, quod pnedpis, eflc, 620 
Veridici mala rufticitas mage fiepe moiefta eft 
Auribus, ingenuam quam verba ferentia fraudem ; 
Non ut praeceptor, cave des praecepta, reique 
Ignanos, tanquam immemores, catusinftrue: vcrax 
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Withotit good-breedings truth: is'diKappcov'dj- 

That only makes foperior fenlb bdoTr'd. 580 

Be niggards of advice on no pretence; 
For theworil aVacice is that of fenfe. 
With mean complacence ne*er betray your trufl^ 
Nor be fo civil as to prove unjufl; 
Fear moft the anger of the wife to raife, 585 

Thoie beft can bear reproof who merit praife; 

'Twere well, might critics ftill this freedom take, 
But Appius redidens at each word you iprak. 
And flares, tremendous with a threat'ning eye, 
Like fbme fierce tyrant in old tapeilry! 590 

Fear mofl to tax an honourable fool, 
Whofe right it is uncenfur'd to be dull; 
Such without wit are poets when they pleafe. 
As without learning they can take degrees. 
Leave dang'rous truths to unfiiccefsful fatyrs, 595 

And flattery to fulfcnne dedicators, 
Whom, when they praife, the world believes no more. 
Than when they promife to give fcribbling o*cr. 
'Tisbefl fometimes your cenfure to refh-ain 
And charitably let the dull be vain, 600 
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Ipie placet) finoncareat candore, necuHos 4z$. 

Judicium, urbanis quod lujget iiuxibu% vrit. 

Tu Dulll invidias monitus, rationis avarus 
Si fis, prae reliquia fordes miierandus avaris. 
Ne vili obiequio criticorum jura refigas, 
Nee fer judicium nimis officiofus iniquXim; ^630 

Prudentem haud irritabis (ne iinge) monendo. 
Qui laude eft dignus patiens culpabitur idem. 

Confultum melii^ cridcis fbret, ilia maneret 
Si nunc culpandilib^tas. Appius autem^ 
Eccel rubet, quoties loqueris, torvoque tremendu» 635 
Intuitu, reddit fevl trucia ora gigantis 
Jam pida in veteri mag^ formidanda tapete. 
Fac mittas tumidum tituloque et ftemmate ftultum, 
Cui qusedam eft data jure licentia fspe ftupendi; 
Tales ad libitum vates abfque indole, eadem, 640 

Qua fine dodrinadoftores lege creantur. 
Contemptis prudens fatiris res linque tacendas, . 
Aflentatorumque infamen exerceat artem, 
Nominibus libros magnis gens gnara dicandi, 
Quse cum mendaci laudes efiutiat ore, 645 

Non mag^ crcdenda eft, quam quando pejerat olim 
Non iterum pingues unquam confcribere verfus. 
Non raro eft fatius bilem cohibere fuefcas, 
Humanufque finas hebetem fibi plaudere : prudens 
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Your filence there is better than your fpite. 

For who can rail Co long as they can write? 

Still humming on their drowly courle they keep, 

Andlafli'd {o long, like tops, are lafh'd afleep. 

Falfe fteps but help them to renew the race, 605 

As after ftumbling, jades will mend their pace : 

WJiat crouds of thefe, impertinently bold, 

In founds, and jing'ling fyllables grown old, 

Still run on poets in a raging vem, 

Ev'n to the dregs, and fqueezings of the brain: 5io 

Strain out the iall dull droppings of their ferife, 

And rhyme wi:h all the rage of impotence. 

iSuch fliamelefs bards we bave, and yet ^tis true, 
There are as mad abandon'd critics too. 
The book- full blockhead, ignorantly read, 615 

With loads of learned lumber in his head. 
With his own tongue, ftill edifies his ears. 

And always lift'ning to himfelf appears 

All books he reads, and all he reads aflails 

From Dryden*s fables, down to Durfy's tales. 620 

With him moft authors fteal their works, or buy; 

Garth did not write his own difpenfary. 

Name a new play, and he's the poet's friend, 

Nay, fliow'd his faults — but when wou'd poets mend? 
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Hic taceas monco, nihil indignatio prodeft, 65a 

Feflus en's culpando, ea gens hand fefla canendo: 
Nam temnens ftimulos, tardum cum murmure curfum 
Continuat, donee jam tandem, turbinis inftar 
Vapulet in torpoFem, & femper eundo quefcat. 
Taiibusex lapfo vis eft reparata frequently 655 

Ut tardi titubata urgent veftigia m:mni. 
Horum pleraque pars, cui nulla amentia deiit, 
Tinnitu numerorum et amore fencfcit inani,. 
Perftat drfficili carmen deducere vena, 
Donee inexhaufto reftat fxx ulla cerebro, 66a 

Relliquias ftillat vi-x exprefiae male mentis, 
Et miferam invalida exercet priirigine mufam. 

Sunt nobis vates hoc de grege, Qd tamen idem. 
Affirmo, criticorum ejufdem fortis abunde eft. 
Helluo librorum, qui fudat, hebetque legendo, 6655 

Cui mens nugarum dodta farragine turget 
Attentas propriae voci male recreat aures^ 
Auditorque fiBi folus mifer ipfe videtur. 
Ille omnes legit authores, omnefquc laceflit 
Durfeioinfeftusparirermagnoque Drydeno. 670. 

Judice fub tali femper furatur, emitve 
Quifque fuum bonus author opus^ (non Garthius illi 
Si credas) proprium contexuit ipfe pocraa. 
In fcenisnovaficomoedia agatur, " amicus 
«< Hujus fcriptor (ait) mens eft, cui non ego paucas 675: 
« Oftendi maculas; fed mens eft nulla poetis." 
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No place fo facred from fuch fops is baiT*d, 625 

Nor is Paul's-churcli more (afe than Paul's-church-yard; 

Nay fly to altars; there he'll talk you dead ; 

For fools rufli in where angels fear to tread. 

Diftruftful {cnk with modeft caution (peaks, 

It ftill looks home, and ihortexcurfions makes, ^ 630 

But rattling nonfenfe in full vollies breaks. 

And never (hock'd, and never turn'd afide, . 

Burfts out, reliftlels, with a thundering tide! 

But where*s the man, who counfel can beftow, 
Still pleas'd to teach, and yet not proud to know? 635 
Unbiased, or by favour, or byfpitej 
Not dully prepoflefs'd, or blindly right, 
Tho* learn'd, well-bred ; and tho* well-bred, fincere, 
Modeftly bold, and humanely fevere? 
Who to a friend his faults can freely fhow, 640 

And gladly praife the merit of a foe? 
Bleft with a tafte exad and unconiin'd ; 
A knowledge both of books and human kind; 
Gen'rous converfe; a foul exempt from pride, 
And love to prai/c, with reafon on his iide? 645 

Such once were critics; fuch the happy few, 
Athens and Rome in better ages knew. 
The mighty Stagyrite firftleft the fliore. 
Spread all his fails, and durfl the deep explore; 
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Kon locus eft tarn fandus, ut hunc expellere poffit. 

Nee templum in tuto eft, pluiquam via; quin pete facras 

Aufugiens aras, & ad aras ifte fequetur 

Occidetque loquendo; etenim ftultus met ultro 6So 

Nil metuens, ubi ferre pedem vix angelus aud^. 

Diffidit fibimet (apientia cauta, brevefque 

Excurfus tentans in ie fua lumina vertit; 

Stultitia at prsceps violento vortice currit 

Nonunquam tremefa^ta, nee unquam e tramite cedens, 685 

Flumine fulmineo fe totam invida proHindit 

Tu vero quifiiames monita inflillare peritus, 
Qui, quod feis, Ixtus monftras, neque feire fuperbis, 
Non odio du<fhis pravove favore, nee ulli 
Addidus k€tx, ut pecces, neque coecus, ut erres; 690 
Dodus, at urbanus, iincerus, at aulicus idem, 
Audaderque pudens mediaque humanus in ira. 
Qui nunquam duBites vel amico oftendere culpas, 
£t celcbres inimicum baud parca laude merentem. 
Purgato ingenio felix, fed & infinito, 695 

Et quod librorumque hominumque fcientia ditat; 
Colloquium cui come, animus (ummiflus^ ingens, 
Laudandique omnes, ratio cum praecipit, ardor 1 

Tales extiterunt critici, quos Graecia quondam, 
Romaque mirata eft natos melioribus annis. 700 

Primus Ariftoteles eft aufus folvere navem, ' 
Atque datis velis vaftum explorare profundum, 

N Tutus 
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He fteer*d fecurely, siad difcbVer'd fttt, 650 

Led by the light df the Maeonian ftar. 

Poets, a race long unconfin'd and free, 

Still fond and proud of favage liberty, 

ReceivM bis laws, and flood convinced 'twas fit, 

Who conquered nature, fhould pte(ide o*er Wit. 655 

Horace flill chatms with graceful negligence. 
And without method talks us into fenie. 
Will like a friend, femiliarly convey 
Thetrueft notions in the eafieflway; 
He, who fupremein judgtnetit, as in "Wit, 66a 

Might boldly cenfure, as he boldly writ; 
Yet judg*d with ooolnefi, tho* he Tung with fire, 
His precepts teach but what his works in^ire. 
Our critics take a contrary extreme 
They judge with fury, but they write with pblqgm ; 665 
Nor fufFers Horace more in wrong tranflations 
By wits, than critics in as wrong quotations. 
See Dionyfius * Homer* s thoughts refine, 
And call new beauties forth from ev'ry line. 
Fancy and art in gay Petronius pleafe, 670 

The fcholar's learning, with the courtier's eafe. 

In grave Quintiliah-s copious work we find 
The juftefr rules, and cleareft method join'd; 



Dionyfius of HalicamafliiS. ' 
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Tutus iit, long^ueignotas attigit oras 

Lumina Maeonie ot^rvans radiantia flellae. 

Jam vates, gens ilia, diu quas lege fohita eft, 705 

Et Cxv2d capta eft tnal^ Hbcrtatk amore, 

Lsetantes dominum accipiunt, atque omnis eodem. 

Qui domuit natufam, exukat praefide mu^ 

Nufquam non grata eft incuria comis Horati, 
Qui nee opinantes nos erudit abique magiftro, 719 

lUe fuas leges, afiabilis inftar amici 
Quam veras fimul 6c quam claro more profundit ! 
Ule lic^t tam judicio quam divite vena 
Maximus, audacem ctiticum) non {criptor inaudax^ 
Prseftaret fejure, tam«i iedatus ibidem . 715 

Cenfbr, ubi cecinit divino condtus seftro, 
Carminibufque eadem infpirat, qu« tradidit Arte. 
Noftrates homines plan^ in contraria Qurrunt, 
Turba, ftylo vehemens critico, fed frigida Phcebo: 
Nee mal^ vertendo Flaccum torfere poette 720 

Abfurdi, mage qiiam critici fine mente citando. 
Afpice, ut expoliat numeros Dionyfius ipd 
MsBonidae, venerefque accerfat ubique recentes I 
Conditam ingenio jadat Petronius artem, 
Cui dodrina fcholas redolet fimul 6c fapit aulam. 725 

Cum do<Sti Fabii cumulata volumina ver^s. 
Optima perfpicui in ferie documenta videre eft, 

N 2 Haud 
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Thus ufeful arms in magazines we j^ace. 

All rang*d in order^ and diipos'd with grace 675 

Nor thus alone the cur.ous eye to pleafe, 

But to be found when need requires with eaie; 

Thee, bold Longinus I all the Nine infpire, 
And bleis their critic with a poet*s £re; 
An ardent judge, who zealous in his tnifl 68a 

With warmth gives fentence, yet is always ju/l;, 
Whofe own example ftrengthens all his laws, 
And is himielf that great fublime he dcaws. 

Thus long fucceeding critics juftly reign d 
Licence reprefs*d, and ufeful laws ordain'd. 685 

Learning and Rome alike in empire grew^ 
And arts ftill fbllow'd where her eagles flew; 
From the (ame foes, at lafl, both felt their doom^ 
And the fame age faw learning fall and Rome. 
With tyranny, thenfuperfHtionjoin'd, 6go 

As that the body, this enflav'd the mind j 
Much was believ'd, but little underflood,^ 
And to be dull was conftru'd to be good; 
A fecond deluge learning thus o*er-run. 
And the Monks finiflfi'd what the Goths begun. 695 



At length Erafmus, that great injur'd name, 
(The glory of the prieft-hood, and the fhame) 
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.;e rupes 
lefcere formas; 
ompia fonabant, 760 

1 & Vida vigebantj 
.a poetse 
^Jiiiinata refulgent: 
abi, Mantua, Vida Gremonam, 
r erit vicinia ^unae. 765 

iug£ metuentes improba mulae 
its linquunt, inque Ardica migrant 
.riticam iibi Gallia vendicat artem. 
cges, docilis fervire, capeifit, 
^ue vices domini gerit acer HoratL 770 

fpernunt prtecepta externa Britanni, 
msindomiti quoque; nam pro jure fiiirendi 
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Stenin*d the wild torrent of a barbrous age, 
And drove thofe holy Vandals ofF theftage. 

But fee each mu(e in Leo*s gdlden days, 700 

Starts from her trance, and trims her wither*d bays! 
Rome's ancient genius, o'er its ruins fpread, 
Shakes off the duft, and rears his rev'rend head ! 
Then Sculpture and her lifter arts revive. 
Stones leap'd to form, and rocks began to live ; 795 

With fweeter notes eachriiing temple rung; 
A Raphael painted, and a* Vida fong! 
Immortal Vida! on whofe honour'd brow 
The poets bays, and critics ivy grow: 
Cremona now fhall ever boaft thy name, 7 1 a 

As next in place to Mantua, next in fame I 

But foon by impious arms from Latium chac*d. 
Their ancient bounds the banifh'd mufes paft; 
Thence arts o'er all the northern world advance; 
But critic learning flourifli'd moft in France: 715 

The rules, a nation born to ferve obeys; 
And Boileau ftill in right of Horace fways; 
But we, brave Britons, foreign laws ddpis^d. 
And kept unconquer'd, and unciviliz'd. 



• Hicronymus Vida, an excellent Latin poet, who writ an art of poetry 
m verfe. kU flourifli'd in the time of I^o the tenth. 

2 Fierce 
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Barbaris obnixus txnrenda temporavincit, 
Atque Gothos propriis {acxos deHoibus arcet. 

At Leo jam rurfusvideii* aurea fecula condic, 
Sertaque negledis revkelcunt lauiea mufls! 755 

Afttiquus Roms Goiius de piilvere lacro 
AttoUit fublime caput. Tunc ccspit amari 
Sculptura atque aites (base, csdataque rupes 
Vivere, et in pulchras lapides moUefcere formas ; 
Divinam harmonkmfnigentia templa ibnabant, 760 

Atque ftylo & calamo Raphael & Vida vigebant ; 
Illuftris vates! cui laurea (erta poetae 
Intertexta bederis cridci geminate refulgent: 
Jamque aequat clar^oi tibi, Mantua, Vida Gremonam, 
Utque loci, flc femper eiit vicinia ^unae. 765 

Mox autem profugae metuentes improba mulae 
Anna, Italo$ fines linquunt, inque Ardica migrant 
Littora; ied criticam fibi Gallia vendicat artem. 
Gens uUas kges, docilis fervire, capeffit, 
Boiloviufque vices domini gerit acer Horatt 770 

At fortes i^)emunt praecepta externa Britanni, 
Moribosindomid quoque ; nam pro jure furendi 



An^iacus 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 An Essay on Criticism. 

Fierce for the liberties of wit, and bold, 720 

We ftill defy'd the Romans, as of old. 

Yet Ibme there were among the founder few 

Of thofc who lefsprefum'd, and better knew, 

Who durftaffert the jufter ancient caufe, 

/ nd here reftor'd wit*s fundamental laws. 725 

Such was the mufe, whofe rules and pra<fticc tell. 

Nature's * chief mafter-piece is writing well. 

Such was Rofcommon — not more learned than good. 

With manners^enVous as his noble blood ; 

To him (he wit-of Greece and Rome was known, 730 

And ev'ry author's merit but his own. 

"Such late was Walfli — the mule's judge and friend; 

Who juftly knew to blame, or to commend; 

ToMings mild, but zealous fordefert; 

The cleared head, and the lincereft heart. 735 

This humble praife, lamented fhade 1 receive, 

This praife at leaft a grateful mufe may givel 

The mufe, whofe early voice you taught to fing, 

Prefcrib'd her heights, and prun'd her tender wing; 

(Her guide now loft) no more pretends to rife, 740 

But in low numbers fliort excurfions tries; 

'Content, if hence th' unlearn d their wants may view, 

The learn'd refled on what before they knew : 

* Eflay on poetry, by the duke of Buckingham. 
4 Carelefs 
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Angliacus pugnat geniois, Romamque magiilram, 
Rpmanumque jugtim feihper conteijinere pergit;. 
At vero jam turn non defuit unus & alter 
Corda, licet tumei&<S^a minus, magis alta gerentes, 
Ingenii partes veri fludiofa fovendi 
Inque bafi antiqua leges 8c jura locandl. 
Talis, quicecinit dodrinae exemplar & author, 
" Ars bene fcribendi naturse eft fumma poteftas." 
Talis Rofcommon — bonus 6c dodifHmus idem, 
Nobilis ingenio mag^ nobilitatus honefto; 
Qui Graios Latiofque authbres novit ad unguem, 
Dum veneres texit pudibunda induftria privas. 
Talis Walfhius ille fuit — judex & amicus 
Mufarum, cenfuras sequus laudifque minifter, 
Mitis peccantumcenfor, yehemenfque merentum 
Laudator, cerebrum fine mendo, & cor fine fuco I 
Haec faltem accipias, lacrymabilis umbra, licebit, 
Hsec debet mea mufa tuas cfiunufcula famas, 
Ilia eadem, infantem cujus tu fingere vocem, 
Tu monftrare viam ; horridulas componere pluraas 
Tu faepe es fblitus — duce jam miferanda remoto 
Ilia breves humili excurfus molimine tentat, 
Nee jam quid fublime, quid ingens amplius audet. 
Illi hoc jam fatis eft- -fi hinc turba indoda docetur, 
Doda recognofcit ftudii v.eftigia prifci: 
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Carelefs of ceniure) hoc too fond of &me, 
Still plea$'d to ptdiC) yet not afi:aid to. blame t . 
Avcrle alike to flatter or ofiead, 
Not free fiom fauks, ikh* jet too vain to mend. 
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Cenfuram baud curat, famam mediocrity ardet, 
Culpare intrepida, at laudis tamen sequa miniftra; 
Haud ulli prudens ailentaturve notetve; 800 

Se demum mendis haud immunem efie^tetur, * 
Atneque Biftiditlimi, quando indiget, uti. 
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G E O R G I C. 



In Two BOOKS. 



Me quoque Parnafli per lubicra culmina raptat 
Laudis amor: ihidium fequor infanabile vads, 
Aufus non operam, non formidare poetae 
Nomen, adoratum quondam, nunc pasne procaci 
Monibatun digito. Van, Praed. Ruft. 
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THE 

HOP-GARDE N. 



G E O R G I C. 

BOOK the First. ; 

TH E land that anfwers beft the farmer's care, 
And filvers to maturity the Hop: 
When to inhume the plants; to turn the glebe; 
And wed the tendrils to th* afpiring poles: 
Under what fign to pluck the crop, and how 5 

To cure, and in capacious facks infold, 
I teach in verfe Miltonian. Smile the mufe, 
And meditate an honour to that land 
Where firft I breath*d, and ftruggled into life 
Impatient, Cantium, to be call'd thy fon. 10 

Oh! cou*d I emulate Dan Sydney's mufe. 

Thy Sydney, Cantium He from court retir'd 

In Penftiurft's fweet elyfium fung delight. 

Sung tranfport to the (bft-refponding ftreams 

Of Med way, and enliven'd all her groves: 15 

2 While 
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while ever near him, goddeis of the gieen. 

Fair* Pembroke fiit, and fmiFd immenie applaufe. 

With vocftl falcfeation cbarm'd the f Hours 

Unguarded left Heav*ns adamantine gate, 

And to his lyre, fwift as the winged founds 29 

That (khn the air, danc'd unperceiv'd away. 

Had I fuch pow'r, no peaiaiiGs toil, no hops 

Shou*d e'er debafe my lay : far nobler themes. 

The high atchieyements of thy warrior kings 

Shou'd raile my thoughts, and dignify my (bng. 25 

But I, young ruftic, dare not leave my cot, 

For fo enlarg'd a %here — ah! mufc beware. 

Left the loud larums of the braying trump, 

Left the deep drum fhou'd drown thy tender reed. 

And mar its puny joints : me, lowly fwain, 30 

Every unfhaven arboret^ me the lawns, 

Me the voluminous Medway's filver wave, 

I Content inglorious, and the hopland fhadesl 

Yeomen, and countrymen attend my fong; 
Whether you fhiver in the marfliy § Weald, 3 5 

Egregious fhepherds of unnumber'd flocks. 
Whole fleeces, poifon*d into purple, deck 

• Sifter to Sir Philip Sydney. 

+ Hv>M ftuxev 8p«mi is exn Qptu. HoM. E. 

% Rura mihi, & rigui placeant in vallibus anines, 
Fluminaamcm, fylvalquc inglorius! Virg. Georg. 2. 

5 Commonly, but improperly call'd, the Wild. 

c All 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Hop-Garden. i 65 

All Europe's kings: or in fair * Madam's vale 

Imparadis'd, bleildenizons, ye dwell ; 

Or + Doro vernia's awful tow 'rs ye love : 40 

Or plough Tunbridgia's lalutiferous hills 

Induftrious, and with draughts chalybiate heal'd, 

Confeis divine Hygeia*s blifsful feat ; 

The mufe demands your prefence, ere fhe tune 

Her monitory voice; obfcrve her well, 45 

And catch the wholeibme didates as they fall. 

'Midft thy paternal acres, Farmer, fay 
Has gracious heav*n beftow'd one field, thatbafks 
Its loamy bofom in themid-^ay fun, 
j^merging gently from the abjed vale, 50 

Nor yet obnoxious to the wind, fecure 
There fhall thou plant thy hop. This foil, perhaps, 
Thou It fay, will fill my garners. Be it fo. 
But Ceres, rural goddefs, at the befl 
Meanly fupports her vot'ry*, enough for her, 5^ 

If ill-perfuading hunger fhe repell, 
And keep the foul from fainting: to enlarge. 
To glad the heart, tofublimate the mind. 
And wing the flagging fpirits to the fky. 
Require th * united influence and aid 60 

Of Bacchus, God of hops, with Ceres join d 

* Maidftone. t Canterbury. 
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*Ti8 he fhall gen'rate the buxom beer. 

Then pn one pedeftal, and hand in hand^ . 

Squlptur'd in Pariah ftone (fo gratitude 

Indites) let tne divine co-part*ners rife. 6^ 

Stands eaftward in thy field a wood? 'tis welL 

Efleem it as a bulwark of thy wealth. 

And cherifh all its branches ; tho* we'll grant,. 

It$ leaves umbrageous may intercept 

The morning rays, and envy fome fmallfhare 70. 

Of Sol's beneficence to the infant germ. 

Yet grutch not that ; when whirling Eurus comes, . 

With all his worlds of infedls in thy lands- 

Tohyemate, and monarchize o'er all 

Thy vegetable riches, then thy wood 75^ 

Shall ope it'^s arms expanfive, and embrace 

The ftorm reludant, and divert its rage^ 

Armies of animalc'les urge their way 

In vain : the ventilating trees oppofe 

Their airy march. They blacken diflant plains. 8 a 

This fite for thy young nurfery obtained. 
Thou haft begun aufpicious, if the foil 
(As fung before) be loamy ; this the hop^ 
Loves above others, this is rich, is.deep> 
Is vifcous, and tenacious of the pole. ^5 

Yet maugre all its native worth, it may 
Be meliorated with warm compoft. Seel 

Yon 
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• Yon craggy mountain, whofe faftidious head, 

Divides the ftar-fet hemifphere above. 

And Cantium*s plains beneath j the Appennine 90 

Of a free Italy, whofe chalky fides 

With verdant fhrubs diflimilarly gay, 

Still captivate the eye, while at his feet 

The filver Medway glides, and in her breaft 

Views the reflediied landfkip, charm'd fhe views 95 

And murmurs louder eda^ below. 

Here let us reft awhile, pleas'd to behold 

Th* all- beautiful horizon's wide expanfe. 

Far as the eagle's ken. Here tow'ring fpires 

Firft catch the eye, and turn the thoughts to heav'n. 100 

The lofty elms ia humble majefty 

Bend with the breeze to fhade the fblemn groves. 

And fpread an holy darknefs; Ceres there 

Shines in her golden vefture. Here the meads 

Enrich*d by Flora's daedal hand, with pride 105 

Expofe their fpotted verdure. Nor are you 

Pomona abfent ; you 'midft th' hoary leaves 

Swell the vermilion cherry j and on yon trees ^ 

Sufpend the pippen's palatable gold. 

There old Sylvanus in that mofs-grown grot no 

Dwells with his wood-nymphs: they with chaplets green 

And ruflet mantles oft bedight, aloft 

* Boxlcy-Hill, which extends through great part of Kent. 

P 2 From 
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From yon bent oaks, in Medway's Iw^om fair 

Wonder at filver bleak, and prickly pearch, 

That fwiftly thro* their floating forefts glide. 115 

Yet not even thcfe~-thc(e ever-varied fcencs 

Of wealth and pleafure can engage my eyes 

T' o*erlook the lowly hawthorn, if from thence 

The thrufh, fweet warbler, chants th' unftudied lays 

Which Phoebus* fclf vaulting from yonder cloud 1 20 

Refulgent, with enlivening ray infpires. 

But neither tow*ring Ipircs, nor lofty elms. 

Nor golden Ceres, nor the meadows green, 

Nor orchats, nor the ru&t-mantled nymphs, 

Which to the murmurs of the Medway dance, 1 25 

Nor fwectly warbling thrufh, with half thofe charms 

Attradt my eyes, as yonder hop-land dole. 

Joint-work of art and nature, which reminds 

The mufe, and to her theme the wand*rer calls. 

Here then with ponderous vehicles and teams 1 30 

Thy ruftics fend, and from the caverns deep 
Command them bring the chalk: thence to the kiln 
Convey, and temper with Vulcanian fires. 
Soon as 'tis form'd, thy lime with bounteous hand 
O'er all thy lands difleminate; thy lands 135 

V^'hich firft have felt the foft*ning fpade, and drank 
The ftrcngth'ning vapours from nutricious marl. 

This 
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This done, khO: the choiceft hop, t' infert 
Frefh in the opening glebe. Say then, my mufe. 
Its various kinds, and from th' efFete and vile, 140 

The ehgible feparate with care. 
The nobleft fpecies is by Kentifh wights 
The Mafter-hop yclep'd. Nature to him 
Has giv'n a ftouter ftalk, patient of cold. 
Or PhcEbusev*n in youth, his verdant blood 145 

In brifk faltation circulates and flows 
Indefinently vigorous : the next 
Is arid, fetid, infecund, and grofs 
Significantly ftyl'd the Fryar: the laft 
Is call'd the Savage, who in ev'ry wood, 1 50 

And ev'ry hedge unintroduc'd intrudes. 
When fuch the merit of the candidates, 
Eafy is the eIe<ftion; but, my friend 
Would'ft thou ne'er fail, to Kent diredl thy way, 
Where no one fhall be fruftrated that feeks 155 

Ought that is great or good. * Hail, Cantium, hail I 
Illuftrious parent of the fineft fruits, 
Illuftrious parent of the beft of men! 
For thee Antiquity's thrice facred fprings 

* Salve magna parens frugum, Saiturnia tellus 
Magna viriim-, tibi res antiquae laudis & artis 
Ingre'dior, fanAos aufus recludere fontcs, 
Afcneumque cano Romana per oppida carmen. ViRO, Georg. 2. 

Placidly 
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Placidly ftagnant kt their fountain head, 165 

•I raflily dare to trouble (if from thence. 

If ought for thy util'ty I can drain) 

And in thy towns adopt th' Afcraean mule. 

Hail heroes, liail invaluable gems, 

Splendidly rough within your native mines, 165 

To luxury unrefined, better £ar 

To fhake with unbought agues in your weald, 

TJian dwell a ilave to paiHon and to wealth, 

Politely paralytic in the town ! 

Fav'rites of heav'n ! to whom the general doom 170 

Is all remitted, who alone pofleis 

Of Adam*s fbns feir Eden — reft ye iierc, 

Nor ieek an earthly good above the hop; 

A good ! untafted by your ancient kings. 

And almoft to jour very fires unknown. 175 

In thofe bleft days wben great Elizfa reign*d 
O'er the adoring nation, when fair peace 
Or fpread an unftain'd olive round the land, 
Or laurell'd war did teach our winged fleets 
To lord it o*er the world, when our brave fires 180 

Drank valour from uncauponated beer^ 
Then th' hop (before an interdifted plant, 
Shua'd like fell aconite) began to hang 
Its folded flofcles from the golden vine. 
And Woom'd a fliade to Cantium*s funny fhores 145 

I Delightfome, 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Hop-Garden. rir 

Dclfghtfome, and in chearful goblets laught 

Potent, what time Aquarius' urn impends 

To kill the dulfbme day — potent to quencfi 

The Syrian ardour, and autumnal ills 

To heal with mild potations; fweeter far ipcx 

Than thofe which erft the fubtile * Hengift mix'd 

T* inthral voluptuous Vortigera. He, with love 

Emalculate and wine, the toils of war, 

Neglcded, and to dalliance vile and flbth 

Emancipated, {aw th* incroachihg Saxons 195- 

With unaflFeded eyes ; his hand which oughf 

T' have fhook the fpear of juftice, foft and imooth, 

Play*d ravi/hing divifions on the lyre: 

This Hengift mark'd, and (for curs'd infblence 

Soon fattens on impunity t and becomes 200 ^ 

Briareus from a dwarf) fair Thanet gaih'd. 

Nor ftopt he here;, but to immenfe attempts 

Ambition fky-afpiring led him on 

Adventrous. He an only^ daughter rear'd, 

Roxena, matchlefs maid! nor rcar*d in vain* 205] 

Her eagle-ey*d callidity, grave deceit, 

And fairy fidion rais'd above her fex^ 

And furnifli'dher withthoufand various wiles 

Prepofterous-, more than female; wondrous fair 

*^ Sc^thcfoUowingJlorytold at large in Lambacdc's perambulationf of 
Kent. 
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she was, and docile, which her pious nurfe 210 

Oblerv'd, and early in each female fraud 

Her *gan initiate; well fhe knew to fmile, 

Whene'er vexation gall'd herj did fhe weep? 

'Twas not fincere, the fountains of her eyes 

Play'd artificial ftreams, yet io well forc*d 215 

They look'd like nature ; for ev'n art to her 

Was natural, and contrarieties 

Seem'd in Roxena congruous and allied. 

Such was fhe, when brifk Vortigern beheld. 

Ill-fated piince! and lov'd her. She perceiv'd, 2 20 

Soon fhe perceiv'd her conquefl j fbon fhe told, 

With hafly joy tranfported, her old (ire. 

The Saxon inly fmil'd, and to his ifle 

The willing prince invited, but firft bad 

The nymph prepare the potions ; fuch as fire 225 

The blood's meandering rivulets, and deprefs 

To love the foul. Lo I at the noon of night 

Thrice Hecate invok'd the maid — and thrice 

The goddefs floopM aflent; forth from a cloud 

She floop'd, and gave the philters pow'r to chatm. 230 

Thefe in a fplendid cup-of burnifh'd gold 

The lovely forcerefs mix'd, and to the prince 

Health, peace, and joy propin'd, but to herfelf 

Muttcr'd dire exorcifms, and wifh'd cfJed: 

To th* love-creating draught: lowly fhe bow'd 235 

Fawning infinuation bland, that might 

Deceive 
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Deceive Laertes* fon; her lucid orbs 

Shed copioufly the oblique rays i her face 

Like modeft Luna*s fhone, but not fb pale, 

And with no borrow*d luftre ; on her brow 240 

Smil'd Fallacy, while fummoningeach grace. 

Kneeling fhe gave the cup. The prince (for who! 

Who cou*d have(pum*d a luppliant fo divine ?) 

Drank eager, and in ecftafy devoured 

Th' ambrofial perturbation ; mad with love - 245 

He clafp'd her, and in Hymeneal bands 

At once the nymph demanded and obtain'd. 

Now Hengift, all his ample wifh fulfill'd, 

Exulted; and from Kent th* uxorious prince 

Exterminated, and ufiirpM his feat. 250 

Long did he reign ; but all-devouring time 

Has raz'd his palace walls — Perchance on them 

Grows the green hop, and o*er his crumbled bud 

In Ipiral twines afcends theicancile pole. — 

But now to plant, to dig, to dung, to weed; 255 

Tafks how indelicate? demand the mufe. 

Come, feir magician, fportive Fancy come, 
"With thy unbounded imagery; child of thought, 
From thy aeriel citadel defcend, 

And(for thoucanfl)afHft me. Bring with thee i26o 

Thy all- creative Talifman ; with thee 
TJie aiStive fpirits ideal, tow'ring flights, 

Q^ That 
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That hover o*er the mufe-refounding groves, 

And all thy colourings, all thy fhapcs difplay. 

Thou to be here^ £i:perience> (b ^1 1 26^ 

My rules nor in lowprofe jejunely y^. 

Nor in fmooth numbers mi^cally err; 

But vain i^ Fancy and Experience vain^ 

Fthou, O HedodI Virgil of our land, 

Or hear*flthou rather, Milton^ bard divine^ 270 

Whofe greatneis who (hall imitate, lave thee? 

]f thou O* Philips fav*ring doiR: not hear 

Me, inexpert o£ verfe ; with gentle hand 

Uprear the unpinioti*d mufe^ hig^ oa the top 

or that immeasurable movBt, that£tr 275 

Exceeds thine own Plinlimmon, where thou tuo*^ 

With Phoebus* felf thy lyre. Gkre me to turn 

Th' unwieldly fubjeSb witbdiy gsaeeful eaie,, 

Extol its bafen^ with thy ar6; but chief 

Illumine, and invigorate with thy fire. 2:80: 

When Phoebus looks thro* Ariea on tiie iprihg^. 
And vernal £k>w*rs promife the dulcet fruity. 
Autumnal pride I delay not then- thy (etts- 
In Tellus' fiicile bofofti to depofe 

Timely: if thou art wife the bulkieft chufe : 285 

To every root thfee joints indulge, and form 

• Mr. John Philips, author of Cyder, a pocm» 
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The Quincunx with wcU regulated hills. 

8oon fix>m the jdung-enriched earth, their heads 

Thy young plants wiU uplift their virgin arms, 

They'll ftretck, and marnageable claim the pole. 290 

Nor fruftrate dK>u dieir wilhes, {o thou may'ft 

Expc€t an hopeful jfiii^ jojly Mirth, 

Sifter of talcful Jocus, tuneful Song, 

And ht Good-nature with her honeft £axx. 

But yet in the aovitiate of tWr love, 291 

And tendeme^ of youth fuffice fmall fhoots 

Cut from the widow*d willow, nor provide 

Poles infurmountable as yet. *Tis then * 

When twice hdglitPhQebus* vivifying ray, 

Twice the cold touch of winter's icy hand, 300 

They've felt; *tis then we ^UfUblimer props. 

*Tis then the-ftwdy woodman's axe from far 

Refounds, t£&uiid^ «adiiarkl with hollow .groans 

Down tumble the big trees, and rufhing roU 

O'er the crufh'd crackling brakes while in his cave 305 

Forlorn^ dejeded, 'midfl the weeping dryads 

Laments Sylvanus for his verdant care. 

The afh, or willow for thy ufe feled, 

Or ftorm-enduring chefhut ; but the oak 

Unfit for this employ, for nobler ends 3 1<3> 

Referve untouch'd; (he when by time matur'd, 

Capacious, of fbme Britifh demi-god, 

Vernon, or Warren, lliall with rapid wing 

Q^ 2 Infuriate^ 
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Infuriate, like Jove*s armour-bearing biiid^ 

Fly on thy foes; They, like the parted waves, 3.15 

Which to the brazen beak murmuring give way 

Amaz'd, and roaring from the fight recede. — 

In that (wect month, when to the lift ning fwains 

Fair Philomel fings love, and every cot 

With garlands blooms bedight, with bandage meet 390^ 

The tendrils bind, and to the tall pole tie, 

Sl(e (bon, too foon their meretricious arms 

Round each ignoble clod they'll fold, and leave 

Averfe the lordly prop. Thus, have I heard 

Where there*^s no mutual tye, no ftrong connedlion 325: 

Of love-confpiring hearts, oft the young bride 

Ha& proftituted- to her flaves hec charms,^ 

While the infatuated lord admiresT 

* Frcfli-budding Iprouts, and iiTue not his own; 

Now turn the glebe: loon with corredihg- hand 3.30; 

When fmiling June in jocund dance leads-on 

Long days and happy hours, from ev-'iy vine. 

Dock the redundant branches, and once more 

With the fharp fpade thy numerous acres tilU 

The (hovel next muft lend its aid, enlarge 3,35 

The little hillocks, and erafe the weeds* 

This in that month its title which derives 



Miraturque novas froades, & non fua poxna. 
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From great AuguAus* ever tiered namet 
Sovereign of Sciencef. mafter of the Mufe! . 
Negleded Genius* firm ally! Of worth 3^0 

Beft judge, and beil rewavder^ v^hofe applaufe 
To bards was &me and^fortunel 0\ 'ttvas well,.. 
Well did you too in this, aU glorious heroes! 
. ¥e Romans I — on Time's wing you* ve ftamp*d hispraife,.. 
And time fhaU^bear itto eternity.. 345^ 

Now are our lab*rour» crowned with their reward^ 
Now bloom the florid hops, and in the ilream 
Shine in their floating, fllver^ while abova 
T*embow*ring branches culminate, and;fotm. 
A walk impervious to the fun ;: the poles. 350 

In comely order fland ;. and while you cleave 
With the CmzWikiff the Medway 'S lucid wave, . 
Jh comely order flill theii ranks preierve, , 
And feem to march along th' extenflve plains 
In neat arrangement thus the men of Kent,. 3^5 5c 

With native, oak at once adorn'd. and arm!d,. 
Intrepid march*d ; for well they knew the. cries 
0f dying Liberty, and Aftraa's voice, 
Who as (he fled, to echoing woods complaia'di 
Of tyranny, and William ; like a. god^ 360 

Refulgent flood the conqueror, on his tro(^ 
He fent his looks enliv*nihg as the fun'sy. 
But on I his foes&ownd agony,, frown dideatlu 

On. 



Digitized by 



Google 



n8 The Hop-Oarden. 

Ob htsleftfide inbtij^temblazoaiy . 

His falchion burned; foKth ht^m Im {eveaSaid ./ludd 365 

A baiiliik ihot adamktit; 4us broor 

^ore clouds of fuiy I'-^--oii tioit with plmnage^rovm'd 

Of various hue iat a tremen^d^nt-cobe: 

Thus fits higfaK:asopied sbcnre the cioadt» 

Terrificlseauty <Df nofljuraai ikies, 370 

* Northern Aurora ; ihe l^ffo' tk* azure mr 
■'Shoots, {hoots her tremlous rays in painted ilreaks 
Contimidi, ivhHe waving to lite wind 
0*er Night's "dark veil her lucid tie^ ilow. 

The trav'ler vicw« th* unTeafensble day 37.5 

A ftound, the proud tend 'lo wJy to the earthy . 

The pious matrofft ttt^mble for the warld. 

"But what can daunt th'infuperafale fbuls 

Of Cantiums matcKie^ fons ? On they ptocBoc|» 

All innocent of fear ; eadi face tsapse^d jSq 

•Contemptuous admiration, whiletfaey view*d 

The well-fed brigades of enibroider'd floves 

That drew the 'fword for gain. Fkft of the van. 

With an enormous bough, a fhepherd fwain 

Whiftled with ruftic notes; but fuch as fhow*d 385 

A heait magnanimous: The men of -Kent 



* Aurora BorealU* or lightsdH the sir; ■* phcmomebon which of late 
years has been very Sequent here, and in ^ me more northern countries. 
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Follow the tuneful Twain, while o'er their heads 

The green leaves whi^>er, and the big boughs bend. 

*Twas^u» theThracian) wh^fe all-quick'hing tyre 

The floods inipir*d, and taught the xockstofeel, ^90^ 

Hay*d before daneing Hsemus, to the tune. 

The luteVfoft tune I The flutt*ring branches waye,, 

The rocks enjoy it, and the rivulets heai^ 

The hillocks fkip, emerge the humble vales^ 

Andiall the mi^ty mountain^nods aj^Iaufe. 395^ 

The conqueror view'd them, and as one that fees 

The vafl abrupt of Scylla, or as one 

That from th* oblivious Lethaean (h-eams- 

Has drank eternal apathy, he flood. 

His hofl' an univerfal panic feiz'd 400^ 

Prodigious, inopine;dieir armour fhook,. 

And. clattered to the trembling of their limbs ;. 

Some to the walking wildeme^ ganrun 

€k>nfus*d, and in th* inhofpitable fhade 

For fhdter fought — Wretches Ithey fhelter fihd^ . 405r 

Eternal fhelter in the arms.of death 1 

Thus when Aquarius pours cut all his urn 

Down onfome lonefome heath, the traveller 

That wanders o'er the wint'ry wafle, accepts 

The invitation of fbme fpreading beech 410 

Joyous;; but fbonthe treacherous gloom betrays 

Th* unwary vifitor, while on his head 

Th' inlarging drops in double, fhow'rs defcend. 

And! 
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Andnpw no longer in difguife the men 
^Of Kent appear;' down they all drop their boughs, 415 
And Aline in brazen panoply divine. 
Enough — Great Williim (for full well .he 'knew 
^ow vain would be the cdnteft) to thefbns 
Of glorious Cantium, gave their lives, andkws, 
And liberties fecure, and to the prowefs 420 

Of Kentiih wights, like Ca^i^r, deign'd to yield. 
Caefar and William I Hail immortal worthies, 
Illuftrious vanquifli*d I Cantium, if to them, 
Pofterity will all her chiefs unborn. 
Ought fimilar, ought fecond has to' boaft. ^2x 

Once more (fo prophecies the Mufe) thy fons 
Shall triumph, emulous of their fires — till then 
With olive, and with hQ^land garlands crown*d, 
0*er all thy land reign Plenty, reign fair Peace. 
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Omnia qute multo ante meftior provifa rcpones, 
Si te digna manet divini gloria ruris. 

ViRG. Geor. lib. i; 
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BOOK the Second. 

AT length the Mufe her deflin d tafk refumes 
With joy; agen o'er all her hop-land groves 
She longs t* expatiate free of wing. Long while 
For a much-loving, much-lov'd youth fhe wept. 
And forrow'd filence o'er th' untimel)» urn. 5 

Hufh then, effeminate fobs ;. and thou^ my heart, 
Rebel to gjief no more — And yet a while, 
A little while, indulge the friendly tears. 
0*er the wild world, like Noah's dove, in vain 
I feek the olive peace, around me wide 1 9 

See 1 fee ! the wat'ry wafte — In vain, forlorn 
I call the Phcenix fair Sincerity ; 
Alas ! — extinguifh'd to the fkies {he fled, 
And left no heir behind her. Where is now 
Th'eternalfmile of goodnefs ? Where is now 15 

R 2 That 
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That all-extenfive charity of foul. 

So rich in fwcetnefs, that the cla/Hc founds 

In elegance Auguftan cloath'd, the wit 

That flow'd perennial, hardly were obferv'd, 

Or, if obferv*d, fet off a brighter gem. 20 

How oft, and yet how feldom did it feem ! 

Have I enjoy'd his converfe ? — When we met, 

The hours how fwift they fweetly fled, and till 

Agen I law him, how they loiter'd. Oh I 

* Theophilus, thou dear departed foul,, 

What flattering tales thou told*ft m?? How thou*dil hail 

My Mufe, and took'ft imaginary walks 

All in my hopland groves I Stay yet, oh ftayf 

Thou dear deluder, thou haft feen but half 

He*s gone I and ought that's equal to his praife 50 

Fame has not for me, tho' /he prove moft kind. 

Howe'er- this verfe be facred to thy name, 

Thefe tears, the laft fad duty of a friend* 

Oft 1^11 indulge the pleafurable pain 

Of recolledlion ; oft on Midway's banks 35 

I'U mufe on thee full penfive ; while her ftreams 

Regardful ever of my grief, fiiall flow 

In fullen (ilence filverly along 

The weeping fliores — or elfe accordant with 

M/ loud laments, fhall ever and anon 4a 

Make melancholy mufic to the fliades„ 

• Mr. The«^hilus Wheeler, of Chrift-Colfege, Cambridge. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Hop-Garden. 125 

The hopland (hades, that on her banks expose 
Serpentine vines and flowing lofbks of gold. 

Ye finiling nymphs, th' inifj^rable train. 
Of fafFron Ceres ; ye, that gamefome dance, 45 

And flng to jolly Autumn, while he flands 
With his right hand poizing the fcales of heav b. 
And with his left graips Amalthea's horn : 
Young chorus of feir bacchanals,, defcend,. 
And leave a while the flckle ; yonder hill, 5©» 

Where fland the loaded hop^poles, claims your care, 
Theretnighty Bacchus flradling crols the bin^ 
Waits your attendance — There he glad reviews- 
His paunch, approaching to immenflty 
Still nearer, and wfth pride of heart furvcya 5^ 

Obedient mortals, and the world his own» 
See I from the great metropolis they rufli,, 
Th* induftrious vulgar. They, like prudent bees,. 
In Kent's wide garden roam, expert to crop 
The flow'ry hop, and provident to-work,. 60 

Ere winter mimb their funburnt hands, and wiads- 
Engoal them, murmuring in their gloomy cells». 
From thele, fuch as appear the reft t'excell 
In ftrength and young agility, fele<a. 
Thcfe fhall fupport with vigour and addre/s 65; 

The bin-man's weighty office ; now extra<St 
From the fequacious earth the pole, and now 

UnmacF^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xi6 The Hop-Garben. 

Unmarry froln the clofeJy clinging vine. 

O'er twice three pickers, and no more, extend 

The bin-man's fway ; unlefs thy ears can bear 70 

The crack of poles continual, and thine eyes 

^hold unmoved the hurrying peafant tear 

Thy wealth, and throw it on the thankkis ground; 

But firft the careful planter will confuk 

His quantity of acres, and hi& crop^ 75 

How many and. haw large his kilns; and diea 

Proportioned to his wants the hands provide. 

But yet, of greater confequence and coftj 

One thing remains uniung, a man of faith 

And long experience, in whoJe thund'ring vx>ice 8q^ 

Lives hoarfe authority:, potent to qudl 

The frequent fra^ys of the tumultuous, crew. 

He (hall prefide o!er all thy hop^and ftore, 

Severe didatOT ! ^ia unerring hand. 

And eyq inquifitive, in heed&il guife, 85. 

.^hall to the brink die meafuce fill, and fair 

On the twin regifters the work record. 

And yet. I've knownc them owa a femalie reign. 

And gentle * Marianne's fofc Orpheaa voice 

Has hymn'd fvveet leflbns of humanity 90 

To the \yild brutal crew. Oft her command 

Has fav'd the pillars of the hopland ftate. 



The Author's yoingcft Sifter. 
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The lofty poles from ruin^ and fuftam'd, 

Like Anna, .or Eliza, hef dommiiy 

With more than manly dignity. Oftl'wfecn, ^5 

Bv'ri at her frown the boiftVous uproar ceafe, 

And the mad pickers, tannt'd to diligence, 

Cull £votn the bin the ^rawling fprigs, and leaves 

That ftain the fample, ind its worth dcbafe. 

All things thus fettled and prepared, what now loo 

Can let the planters purpofes ? Unleft 

The Heav'ns frown diflfent, and ominous winds 

Howl thro' the concave of the troubled iky. 

And oft, alas I the long experienced wights 

(Oh I could they too prevent them) ftorms fbrcfee. 105 

*^ For, as the ftorm rides on the rifing clouds, 

♦ Numquam imprudentibus imbcr 
Obfuit. Aut ilium furgentem vallibus imis 
Aerixfugere grues: autbucula ccelum 
Sufpiciens, patulis xaptavic inaVibus aura« : 
Aut arguta lacus circumvolitavit hirundo: 
£t yeterem in limo ranat cecinerc querdam. 
Ssepius & tedlis penecralibus exculit ova 
Anguftum formica terens iter, & bibit ingens 
Arcus & e paftu dccedens agmine magno 
Corvorum increpuit dcnfis exercitus ahs. 
Jam varias pelagi vglucres, 8t quae Afia circum 
Dulcibus in ftagnis rinrantur prata Cayftri, 
Ccrtatim largos humeris infundere rores; 
Nunc caput objeAare fretis, nunc currcre in unda^, 
£t Audio incaCGjm videas geftire lavandi. 
Turn cornir jrfena pluviam vocat improba voce, 
Et fola in ficca fecum fpatiatur arena. 
Nee nodturna quidem carpentes penfa puellas 
Nefciverc hycmcm. Vi rg. Georg. i . 
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Fly the fleet wild-g6efe far kw^y, or elfe 

The heifer towards the zeinth rears her head. 

And with expanded noftrils fnuffs the air: ' 

Thefwallows too their airy circuits weave, no 

And fcreaming ildm the brook; and fen-bred frogs 

Forth from their hoarfe throats their old grutch redtez 

Or from her earthly coverlets the ant 

Heaves her huge eggs along the narrow way: 

Or bends Thaumantia*s variegated bow 115 

Athwart thecopeof heav*n: or (able crows 

Obftreperous of wing, in a-ouds combine : 

Befldes, unnumberd troops of birds marine. 

And Ada's feather*d flocks, that in the muds 

'Offlow'ry-edg*d Cay ftcr wont to prey, 120 

Now in the fhaUows duck their fpeckled heads. 

And lufl to lave in vain, their unborn plumes 

Repulflve baffle their eiForts : Next haik 

How the curs'd raven, with her harmful voice. 

Invokes the rain, ahd croaking to herfelf. 

Struts on ibmc fpacious Iblitary (hore, 125 

Nor want diy fervants and thy wife at home 

Signs to prefage the fliow'r ; for in the hall 

Sheds Niobe her prefcious tears, and warns 

Beneath thy leaden tubes to fix the vafe. 

And catch the falling dew-drops, which (Ifpply 130 

Soft water and falubripus, far the beft 

To foak thji hops, and brew thy generous beer. 

But 
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But tho* bright Phcebus fmile, and in the skies 

The purple- rob*d ferenity appear; 

Tho' every cloud, be fled, yet if the rage 135 

Of Boreas, or the blading Eafl prevail, 

The planter has enough to check his hopes, 

And in due bounds confine his joy j for fee 

The ruffian winds, in their abrupt career. 

Leave not a hop behind, or at the beil 14® 

Mangle the circling vine, and intercept 

The juice nutricious: Fatal means, alas I 

Their colour and condition to deflroy. 

Haftethen, yepealants; pull the poles, the hops ; 

Where are. the bins ? Run,, run, ye nimble maids. 

Move ev'ry mufcle, ev*ry nerve extend, 146 

Tq lave our crop from ruin, and ourfelves. 

Soon as bright Chanticleer explodes the night 
With flutt*ring wings, and hymns the new-born day. 
The bugle-horn inlpire, whofe clam'rous bray 150 

Shall roufe from fleep the rebel rout, and tune 
To temper for the labours of the day. 
Wifely the feveral flations of the bins 
By lot determine. Juftice this, and this 
Fair Prudence does demand; for not without 155 

A certain method cou'dft thou rule the mob 
Irrational, nor every where alike 

Fair hangs the hop to tempt the picker's hand, , 

S Now 
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Now fee the crew mechaaic iniglit and main 
Labour with lively diligence, in/pir'd i^ 

By appetite of gain and lull of praife : 
What mind fo petty, fervile, and debased. 
As not to know ambition ? Her great fway 
From Colin Clout to Emperors ihe ex^ts. 
To err is human, human to be vaia. ' 165 

'Tis vanity, and mock defire of fame. 
That prompts the ruftic, on the ile^letop 
Sublime, to mark the outlines of his (hoe. 
And in the area to engrave his name. 
With pride of heart the churchwarden (urveys, 1 70 

High o'er the bellfry, girt with i^rds and flow'rs. 
His ftory wrote in capitals : *' 'Twas I 
" That bought the font ; and I repair'd the pews." 
With pride like this the emulating mob 
Strive for the msaftery — who firft may fill 1 75 

The bellying bin, and cleaned cull the hc^s. 
Nor ought retards, unlefs invited out 
By Sol's declining, and the evening's calm^ 
Leandcr leads Lzetitia- to the feene 
Of fhade and fragrance — Then th* exulting band i3o 
Of pickers male and female, feize the fair 
Reludlant, and with boift'rous force and brute. 
By cries unmov'd, they bury her in the bin. 
Nor does the youth efcape — him too they feize, 
And in fuch pofture place as beft may fervc • 185 

To 
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To hide his charmer's blufhes. Then with fhouts 
They rend the echoing air, and from them both 
(So cuftom has ordain'd) a largefs claim. 

Thus much be fling of picking' — next fucceeds 
Th' important care of curing — Quit the field, 190 

And at the kiln th' inftnidivemufe attend. 

On your hair-cloth eight inches deep, nor more, 
Let the green hops lie Dghtly ; next expand 
The fmootheft furfece with the toothy rake. 195 

Thus for is juft above; but more it boots 
That charcoal flames burn equably below, 
The charcoal flames, which from thy corded wood. 
Or antiquated poles, with wond'rous ikill, 
The fable priefts of Vulcan fliall prepare. 200 

Conftant and moderate let the heat afcend ; 
Which to efieft, there are, who with fuccefs 
Place in the kiln the ventilating fan. 
Hail, learned, ufeful * man I whole head and heart 
Confpire to make us happy, deign t* accept 205 

One honeft verfe j and if thy induftry 
Has ferv'd the hopland caufc, the Mufe forebodes 
This fole invention, both in ufe and fame,. 
The + myftic fan of Bacchus fhall exceed. 

* Dr. Hales. 

f Myftica Vannus lacchi. Yirg. Geor. i. 
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When the fourth hour expires, with careful hand 
The half-bak'd hops turn over. Soon as time 2 n 

Has well exhaufted twice two glafles more, 
They'll leap and crackle with their burfting feeds, 
For ufe domeftic, or for fale mature. 

There are, who in the choice of cloth t'enfold 2 1 5 
Their wealthy crop, the viler, coarfer fort, 
With prodigal ceconomy prefer : 
All that is good is cheap, all dear that's bafe. 
Befides, the planter fhou'd a bait prepare, 
T' intrap the chapman's notice, and divert 22Q 

Shrewd Obfervation from her bufy pry. 

When in the bag thy hops the ruftic treads. 
Let him wear hcel-lcfs fandals ; nor prefume 
Their fragrancy barefooted to defile : 
Such filthy ways for flaves in Malaga 225 

Leave we to pradife — Whence I've often feen, 
When beautiful Dorinda's iv'ry hands 
Had built the paftry-fabric (food divine 
For Chriftmas gambols and the hour of mirth) 
As the dry'd foreign fruit, with piercing eye, , 230 

She cull'd fufpicious — lo I fhe ftarts, flie frowns 
With indignation at a negro's nail. 

Should'ft thou thy harveft for the mart defign, 
Be thine own fadtor; nor employ thofe drones 234 

Who've 
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Who've ftings, but make no honey, felfifli ilaves I 
That thrive and fatten on the planter's toil. 

What then remains unfung ? unlefs the care 
To ftack thy poles oblique in comely cones, 
Left rot or rain deftroy them — 'Tis a fight 240 

Moft feemly to behold, and gives, O Winter ! 
A landfkip not unpleafing ev'n to thee. 

And now, ye rivals of the hbpland ftate, 
Madum and Dorovernia rejoice, 

How great amidft fuch rivals to excel ! 245 

Let * Grenovicum boaft (for boaft fhe may) 
The birth of great Eliza. — Hail, my queen ! 
A nd yet I'll call thee by a dearer name, 
My countrywoman, hail 1 Thy worth alone 
Gives fame to worlds, and makes whole ages glorious I 

Let Sevenoaks vaunt the hofpitable feat 251 

Of f Knoll moft ancient : Awcfully, my Mufe, 
Thele focial fcenes of grandeur and delight, 
Of love and veneration, let me tread. 
How oft beneath yon oak has amorous Prior 255 

Awaken'd Echo with fweet Chloe's name I 
While noble Sackville heard, hearing approv'd, 



* Greenwich, where Q^ Elizabeth was born, 
t The feat of the Duke of Dorfet. 
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Approving, greatly recompensed. But he, 

Alas I has numberM with th' illuflrious dead. 

And orphan merit has no guardian now I 260 

Next Shipbourne, the' her precinds are confin'd 
To narrow limits, yet can fhew a train 
Of village beauties,, paflorally fweet, 
And rurally magnificent Here * Fairlawn 
Opes her deHghtful prolpeds : Dear Fairlawn 
There, where at once at variance and agreed, 265 

Nature and art hold dalhance. There where rills 
Kifs the green drooping herbage, there where trees, 
The tall trees tremble at th' approach of heav*n, 
And bow their falutation to the fun, 
Who fofters all their foliage— -Thefe are thine, 270 

Yes, little Shipbourne, boaft that thefe are thine— 
And if — But oh I — and if 'tis no difgrace. 
The birth of him who now records thy praife. 

Nor fhalt thou, Mereworth, remain unfung, 
Where noble Wcftmoreland, his country's friend, 275 
Bids Britilh greatnefs love the filent fhade, 
Where piles fuperb, in claflic elegance, 
Arife, and all is Roman, like his heart. 

Nor Chatham, the' it is not thine to fliew 
The lofty foreft or the verdant lawns, 2?o 



* The feat of Lord Vane. 
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Yet niggard filence fliall not grutch thee praife. 

The lofty forefts by thy ions prepared 

Becomes the warlike navy, braves the floods, 

And gives Sylvanus empire in the main. 

Oh that Britannia, in the day of war, ^85 

Wou'd not alone Minerva's valour trufl:, 

But alfo hear her wifdom 1 Then her oaks 

ShapM by her own mechanics, wou*d alone 

Her ifland fortify, and fix her fame ; 

Norwou*d fhe weep, like Rachael, for her ions, 290 

Whofe glorious blood, in mad profufion. 

In foreign lands is fhed — and fhed in vain- 

Now on fair Dover's topmofl cliff I'll fland. 
And look with fcorn and triumph on proud France. 
Of yore an ifthmus jutting from this coafl, 295 

Join d the Britannic to the Gallic fhore ; 
But Neptune on a day, with fury fir'd, 
Rear*d his tremendous trident, fmote the earth, . 
And broke th' unnatural union at a blow. — 
" 'Twixtyouand you, my fervants and my ions, 300 
« Be there (he cried} eternal difcord— France 
" Shall bow the neck to Cantium's peerlefs offspring, 
" And as the oak reigns lordly o'er the fhrub, 
*< So ihati the hop have homage from the vine." 
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D A T U R 

MUNDORUM PLURALITAS, 

UN D E labor novus hfc menti ? Quae cura quictam 
Sollicitat, rapienfque extra confinia terne, 
- Coeleiles fine more jubet volitare ^r ignee ? - 
Sciliixt impatient angafto.hoc orbc teneri, 
Fontinelle, tuos audax imitarier aufus • 5 

Geflio, 8c infolitas ipir^nt pr^cordia flammas. 

Fallor, an ipfe venit ? Delapfus ab aethere fummo 
Ptgafon urget eques, laterique flagellifer inftat : 
Me vocat ; & duris dcfifte laboribus, inqni't, 
" Me duce, carpe viam facilem, tibi fingula dare 10 
" Expediam, tibi cemere erit, quos fidera norunt, 
" Ind^nas cultofque virvusj morei^e docebo/' 
Nee mora, pennipedem conicendo juiTus, ovanfque 
(Quanquam animus fecum volvens exempla priorum 
Bellerophonteae pallet difpendia famae) 15 
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VOYAGE to the PLANETS. 

Tranflated by the Rev. Mr. F A W K E S, A. M. 

SA Y, what uncommon cares difturb my reft, 
And kindle raptures foreign to my breaft ? 
From earth's low confines lift my mind on high, ' 
To trace new worlds revolving in the sky ? 
Yes- — I'm impatient of this orb of clay, 5 

And boldly dare to meditate my way, 
Where Fontinelle firil faw the planets roil, 
And all the God tumultuous fhakes my foul. 

'Tis He ! He comes I and thro' the fuI^-brJght skies 
Drives foaming Pegafus, and thus he cries : lo 

** Ceafe, ceafe, dear youth, too ftudioufly employ *d, 
" And wing with me the unrefifting void ; 
** 'Tis thine with me round other worlds to foar, 

And vifit kingdoms never known before ; 
** While I fuccin<^ly fhew each various race, 1 5 

" The manners and the genius of the place." 
I (tho' my mind with lively horror fraught, 
Thinks on Bellerophon, and fhudders at the thought) 

T 2 Mount 
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Poft equitem fcdeo, liquidumqiie per aera labor. 

Mercurium pedmus primum : Dux talibus infir^ 

*< Afpicias vanae malefana negotia gentis, 

" Quam mens deftituit Titane exufla propinquo. 

** Stramineis viden' ? Hie velatus tempora fertis 20 

** Emicat, 8c folos reges crepat atque tetrarchas. 

** Ule fuam earbone Chloen dtpingit amator 

" Infelix, aegram rudia indigeflaque mentem 

" Carmina demuleent, indodaque tibia mulas. 

En I fedet incomptus erines barbataque menta 25 

Aftrologus, nova qui venatur fidera, folus 
<* Semper in obfcuro penetrali ; multaque muros 
** Linea nigrantes, & multa triangula pingunt. 
** Ecce ! fed interca curru flamante propinquat 
" Titan.— Clamo, O me I gelida fub rupe,fub' umbra 
*« Sifte precor : tantos nequeo perferre calores." 31 

Pegafon inde tuo genius felicior aftro 
Appulit, alma Venus. Spirant quam molliter auiae ! 
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Mount quick the winged fteed ; he fprlngs, he flies, 
Shoots thro' the yielding air, and cleaves the liquid skies ! 

Firft, fwift Cyllenius, circling round tlie fun. 

We reach, when thus my friendly guide begun : 

" Mark well the genius of this fiery place, 

•< The wild amufements of the brainfick race, 

*« Whole minds the beams of Titan, too intenfe, 25 

" AfFcdl with frenzy, and diftraft the fenfe. 

" A monarch here gives fubjed princes law, 

" A mighty monarch, with a crown of ftraw. 

" There fits a lover, fad in penfive air, 

" And like the difmal image of defpair, ^3^ 

*' With charcoal paints his Chloe heav*nly fair. 

" In fadly-foothing ftrain rude notes he fings, 

<* And ftrikes harfh numbers from the jarring firings. 

" Lo ! an aftrologer, with filth befmear'd, 

*< Rough and negleded, with a length of beard, 35 

<* Pores round his cell for undifcover'd ftars, 

« And decks the wall with triangles and fquares. 

<« Lo! — But the radiant car of Phoebus nigh 

** Glows with red ardour, and inflames the sky — 

« Oh! waft me, hide me in fbme cool retreat; 40 

« I &int, I ficken with the fervent heat.** 

Thence to that milder orb we wing our way, 
Where Venus governs with an eafy fway* 

Soft 
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Ridetager, frugum facilis, lafcivaque florum 

Nutrix; non Euri ruit hie per dulcia Tempe 35 

Vis fera, non Boreaej fed blandioF aura Favoni, 

Lenis agens tremulo nutantes vertice fylvas, 

Ufque fovet teneros, quos ufque refcucitat, ignes. 

Hie laetis animata fonis Saltatto vivit : 

Hie jam voce cict eantum, jam peftine, dulces . 40 

Muiica do(^a modos : pulchrse longo ordine nymphae 

Feftivas dqcunt choreas, dilcda juventus 

Certatim ftipant comites: late halat amomo 

Omne nemus, varioque aeterni veris odore : 

Cura procul : circumvolitant rifufque jocique : 45 

Atque amor eft, quodcunque vides. Venus ipla volentes 

Imperio regit indigenas, hie innuba Phcebe, 

Innuba Pallas amet, cupiant fervire Catoncs, 

Jamque datum molimur iter, ledefque beatas 
Multa gemens linquo ; 6c lugubre rubentia Martis 
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Soft breathes tlief air ; fliir Flora paints the ground, 

And laugliing Cere& deals her gifts around. 45 

This blifsful Tempe no rough blafts moleft, 

Of bluft'ring Boreas, or the baleful Ejft ; 

But gentle Zephyrs o'er the woodlands flray, 

Court the tall trees, and round the branches play, 

^therial gales difpenfing as they flow, 50 

To fan thofe paflions which they teach to glow. 

Here the gay youth in meafur'd fteps advance, 

While fprightly mulic animates the dance ; 

There the fwcet melody of found admire, 

Sigh with the fbng, or languifh to the lyre : 5 5 

Fair nymphs and amorous youths, a lovely band, 

Blend in the dance, light-bounding hand in hand. 

From ev'ry grove the buxom Zephyrs bring 

The rich ambrofia of eternal {pring. 

Care dwells not here, their pleafures to deflroy, 60 

But Laughter, Jeft, and univerfal joy : 

All, all is love j for Venus reigns confeft 

The folc fultana of each captive breaft : 

Cold Cynthia here wou'd Cupid's vidim prove, y 

Or the chafte daughter of imperial Jove, > 65 

And Cato's virtue be the flave of love. j 

But now thro' deftin'd fields of air we fly, 
And leave thofe manfions, not without a figh : 

2 Thence 
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Arva, ubi languineae dominantur in omnia rixae, 50 

Advehimur, ferro riget horrida turba, geritque 
Spiculaque, gladioique, ferofque in bella dolones. 
Pro chorea, & duici modulamine, Pyrrhicus illis 
Saltus, 8c horribiles placet aere ciere fonores. 
Hie conjux viduata viro longo efFera ludiu 55 

Flet nodlem, folumque torum fterilefque Hymcnaeos 
Deplorans, lacerat crines, & pedora plangit : 
Nequicquam — fponfns ni forte appareat, hofpes 
Heu ! brevis, in fomnis, & ludicra fallat imago. 
Immemor il'e tori interea ruit acer in hoftem : 60 

Horrendum ftrepit armorum fragor undique campis ; 
Atqu© immortalcs durant in faecula pugnae. 

Hinc Jovis inimenfum delati accedimus orbem. 
Illic mille locis exercet faeva tyrannus 
Imperia in totidem fcrvos, totidemque rebelles : 65 

Sed brevis exercet : parat illi fata veneno 
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Thence the dire coaft we reach, the dreary plains, 

Where Mars, grim god, and bloody dilcord reigns. 70 

The hoft in arms embattled flemly (lands, 

The fword, the dart, the dagger, in their hands. 

Here no fair nymphs to filver founds advance. 

But buikinM heroes form the Pyrrhic dance. 

And brazen trumpets, terrible from far, 75 

With martial mufic fire the foul to war. 

Here the lone bride bewails her abfent lord. 

The flerile nuptials, the deferted board, 

Sighs the long nights^ and, frantic widi defpair, 

Beats her bare breaft, and reiids her flowing hair: So 

In vain fhe fighs, iii vain diflblves in tears—^ 

In deep, perhaps, the warrior lord appears, 

A fleeting form that glides before her fight, 

A momentary vifion of die night. 

Mean while, regafdlefsof her anxious prayV, 85 

The hardy hufband flernly flalks to war; 

Our ears the clang of ringing armour rends. 

And the immortal battle never ends. 

Hence thro* the boundlefs vend we nimbly move. 
And reach the wide-extended plains of Jove. 90 

Here the flern tyrant fways an iron rod ; 
A thoufand vaflals tremble at his nod. 
How fhort the period of a tyrant's date 1 
The poisnous phial fpeeds the work of &te; 

U Scarce 
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Perjunjs, pbpuloique premit novuft ipfe tyranftus. 

Hi- decks pacem iigunt pttti6 sitque rdigunt 2 

Turn demum arma parant : loAge lateque cohortes 

Extenduntur agris ; fimul squoia tota teguntur yo 

ClaiUbus, & fi^i celebrantur umnque triumphi. 

Faedera mox ineunt nunquam vic^atida ; breviqtie 

Bp^i iterum iimulachra cient 5 referuntur in altum 

Clafles, pacificoque replentur tStilitt campi* 

Filius hicpatri meditatur, Ipenfa marito^ ^5 

Servus hero inEdias. Haft leges icilicetillk 

Impofuit natura locis, quo K^pore patretti 

Jupiter ipfe fuum ibiio detmfk kntXk 

Inde venena viri», perjufh) mutiQiSi> frauds 

Suadet opum fidB, Ic tegnanj^ din cupidid'. . Bo- 



Satumi tandem nes illaefeabiHs OBI' 
Acicipit : ignavmn pecu> hie per «^al laocrutxt 
Pinguefcunt de moiV| gravitorpentque vcteciKX 
Vivitur in fpecubus : quis eaim tam ieduhis, afces 
Qui ftruatingeotes, operofiujac maok cMidati 85 
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Scarce is the proud^ imperious tyrant dead, .95 

But, lo ! a fecond lords k in his ftcad. 

Here peace, as coeoQioR merchandize, i» ibid, 

HeavVs firft beft blciling for pcmicioiis gold : 

War fbon fucceeds, the flurdy fquadrons dand 

Wide o'er the fields a formidable band j 100 

With numerous fleets th^y croud the gproaning ipain, 

And triumph for the vidories they feigfi : 

Again in flrid aUiances unite,. 

Till difcord raife ag^n the phantom of a fight ; 105 

Again they tail i again the troops prepare 

Their falchions for the mockery of war. 

The ion inhuman feeks bi& father's life. 

The flave his mailer's, and her lord's the wife. 

With vengeance thus their kindling boifoms fire, 2 10 

Since Jove ufurp'd the iceptre of his fire. 

Thence poifons,. perries, and bribes betray ^ 

Nor other pafHons do their fouls obey 

Than thiril of gold, and avarice of fway. 

At length we land, vail fields of aether croil, 115 
On Saturn's cold uncomfortable coaft ; 
Here in the gloom the pamper'd iliiggard« lufl 
The lazy hours, lethargically dull. 
In caves they live ; for who was ever known 
So wife, fo iedulous to build a town ? 

U 2 The 
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I^em omnes ftupor altus habet, iiib peftore fixus. 
Non fludia ambitiola Jovis, variofqve labores 
Mercurii, non Mards opus, non Cyprida n6runt. 
Poft obitumy Qt perhibent, fedes glomerantur in iftas 90 
Qui longam nuUas vitam excolu^ per artcs ; 
S&d Cerere & Baccho pleni, ibmnoque fcpuiti 
Cundatum dux^ sterna oUivia.rerum.. 
Non avium auditur cantus, non murmur aquarum, 
Mugitufve bourn, aut pecorum balatus in agris :- 95^ 

Nudos non decorant iegetes,. non gramina campos; 
Sylva, ufquam fir fylva, latet fub monte nivalij 
Et canet viduata comis : hie noSiua tantum 
Glifque habitat, bufoque& cumteftudine^ talpa; 
Flumina dum tard^ fu bterlabentia terras i o o - 

Pigram lindam volvunt,. & ibla papavera pafcunt : 
Quorum lentus odor, lethaeaque pocula fomnos 
Suadent pcrpctuos, circumfufeque teni^brs,. 
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Tbe &me ftupidity infeds the whole, ... 

Hx*d in the breaft, and centered in the fbuL 

Thefe never feel th' ambitious fires of- Jove,. 

To Induftry not Mercury can move,* 

Mars cannot ^ur to war, nor Venus woo to love. ^' 1 2^5 

Here rove thofe ibuls, 'tis faid, when life departs. 

Who never cultivated ufefiil art&j. 

But ftupify'd with plenty and'repofe. 

Dreamt out long life in one continued' dofe ! ' 

No feathered fongfters,, with fweet-warbled ftrains- 13P 

Attune to melting melody the plains, 

No flocks wide-paft*ring bleat, nor.oxen low,. 

No foimtains mufically.murmnng flow; . 

Th* ungenial wafte no tender herbage yields, 

No harvcfts wave luxuriant in the fields. 135 

Low lie the groves, if groves this land caa bbaft^ 

Chain'd in the fetters of eternal froft,.. 

Their beauty wither'd, and their verdure loft. 

Dull animals inhabit this abode, . 

The owl, mole, dormoufe, tortoife, and the toad. 1 40 

Dull rivers deep within their channels glide, . 

And flow roll on their tributary tide :; 

Nor aught th* un vegetative waters feed,. 

But fleepy poppy and the. flimy reed ; 

Whofe lazy fogs, like Lethe's cups, diipenfo^ 145 

Eternal flumbers of dull indolence. 

Agaft 
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Horrendo vifu obftupui: qiup F^afc^ ipfypi^ 
Defecate animi j fejifit dux, torque flag^a 
Infonuit clarum, teifq\i? gjti voQ? rxipwa^n^ 
Increpuit : fccat ill^ cit;Q pf d?. lapvi^ cgjp^pi 
^therei, teriaB<jye fequM4 ^l^itiy- 4U|:4. 
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Agaft I flood, the drowfy vapours lull 
My (bul in gloom, ev'n Pegafus grew dull. 
My guide obfervM, and thrice he urg'd his fpeed. 
Thrice the loud lafli relbunded from the fteed ; 
Fir'd at the ftrokes, he flies with flacken'd rein 
Swift o'er the level of the liquid plain. 
Glides with the gentle gale, and lights on earth, again, j 
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Materies gaudet vi Inertise. 



VErvecum in patria,^ qu^lat^ Hibeinica fqualent 
Arva inarata, palus horrendia voragine crebra 
Ante oculos jacet ; baud illic impune viator 
Per t^]ii|bias it^r.inflitu^.; treny^ipdiqu^.^llus^ 
Sub pedibus malefida, vapores undique denfos 5 

Sudat bumus, nebulifque amkituc triftibus berbok 

« 

Hue fatoinfelix fiquando.agiteiis iniquo, 
Et ftut6 in mediui?i,Kceat |>e|pptiaie, vdebis 
Attonitus^ higrd de- nube ^ergere'teBiplum>. 
Templuro ingens, immane, altum penetrale Stuporij. lo- 
Plumbea flat turrls, pitimbum fihuatur in arcuS). 
Et folido limpfa tjifnpQt fupjj?n)jj>a plmobo. 
Hanc, pia Materies, Divo aedeni extruxit inerti^ 
Stultitiae impulfu-7-quid cnim ? Lethargica femper . 
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THE 

TEMPLE of DULNESS. 

Traiilkted bj the fime Hand. 

IN IrelancTs T^d, uncul6vated plai^s^ 
Where torpid floth, and toggj^- diflnefs reigns, 
Full many a fen infefts the putrid fHore, 
And many a gul{>h t^e melancholy mOor; 
Let not the flranger in thefe regions flray, < 

Dark is the {jsy^ aiid perilous the way ; 
Beneath his foot-fteps ilhakes the trembling ground^ 
Denfe fogs and exhalations hover round. 
And with black clouds the tender turf is crownM. 



1 



Here fhou*d'fl: thou rove, by Fate's fevere command. 
And fafely reach the center of the land ; it 

Thine eyes (hall view, with horror and fiirprize. 
The fane of Dulne&, of enormous iize, 
Emerging from the fable cloud arife. 
A leaden tow'r upheaves its heavy head, 1 15 

Vaft leaden arches prels the flimy bed. 
The foft foil (wells beneath the load of lead* 
Old Matter here ereded this abode. 
At Folly's impulfe, to the Slothful God, 

X 2 And 
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Spohte fud nihil aggredkur, dorinitat in horas, 15 

£t, fine vi, nullo gaudet ^ea languida motu. 

' • • ■% ' * 

Hjc ea monftra Habitant, qax olim (lib luminis aura^ 
Materies peperit; fomno patre, lividusifte 
Zoilus, &; Bavio non impar Mxvius ; audax 
Spinoija, & Pyrrho, . cumque Hobbcfio Epicurus, 20. 

Ail omnes valeat qwemufa referre H frequentes- 
Ufque adeo videas Hebetes propprarp ? — —nee adfcrt^ ' 
Quidquam opis Anglorum do€tx vicinia gentis. 
Sic quondam, utperhibent, flupuit Boeotica tellus 
Vidna licet Antycird, nihil inde faluds, 25. 

Nil tulithcllebori Zephyms,, cunj fepe pex^sequor. 
Felicera ad Lefbon levibus volitaverit alis^ 
Indigenae^mellita ferens fuipiria Flon?. 

Pordcus ilia vides ? Gothicis fuiFuIta columniSi^ 
Tcmpli aditus, quanilaxa patetl' cuftodia qualis 
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And here the drone lethargic loves to ftay, ao 

Slumb'ring the dull, inadive hours away ; 
For ftill, unlels by foreign force impreft, 
The languid Goddefs holds her ftate of re(^. 

Their habitation here thofe monfters keep. 
Whom Matter iadier*d on the God of Sleep t 25. 

Here Zoilus, with cank*ring envy pale. 
Here Msvius bids his brother Bavius, hail; 
Spmoza, Epicure, and all thole mobs 
Of wicked wits, from Pyrrho down to Hobbes. 
How can the^Mufe recount the numerous crew 3:a 

Of frequent fool$ diat crowd upon the view ? 
Nor can learn'd Albion s Am that bums fb cleaiv 
Difperfe the dulne& that involves them here. 
Bceotia thus remained, in days of yore, J 

Senfelefs and ftupid, tho* the neighb'ring ihore 1 . 35 
Afforded falutajy hellebore : - J 

No cure exhal'd from Zephyr*s buxom breeze. 
That gently brufh'd the bofom of the feas. 
As oft to Lesbian fields he wiiig'd his way, ^ 

Fanning fair Flora, and in airy play > 40; 

Breath'd balmy iighs, that mdt the foul away. j 

Behold that portico ! how vaft, how wide I 
The pillars Gothic, wrought with barb'rous pride : 
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Ante forest quatuor formx fua tollere miris 

Ora modis 1 en ! torva tuens ilat limine in ipfb 

Perfbnam Logices induta Sophiftica, denis . 

Cinda Categoriis, rnatrem quae maxima natu 

FUia materiem agnofcit — quantum inliar in ipfl eft I 35 

<jrande caput, tenues oculi, cut^ arida produnt 

Fallacem : rete una manus tenet, altera fiiilem. 

Vcftis arachneis fbrditcircumdata telis, 

Queis gaudet labyrinthaeos. Dea callida hodok, 

Ajpicias jam funerea gradientem incelBu — 40 

Quim lent^ caelo Saturnx volvttur aftrum, 

Qiiim lent^ ialtaverunt poft Or^^iea montes, 

QusUn lent^, Oxonii, folcnni& pondera cxoas 

Geftant tergeminonim abdomina bedeliorum. 

Proxima deinde tenet loca ibrte- iniana Matkefis, 41; 
Nuda pedes, chlamydem difcinfla, incompta capillos, 
Immemor externi, pundloque innixa reclinat. 
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Four monflrous fliapes before the portal wait. 

Of horrid afped, centry to the gate r 45 

Lo I in the entrance, with difdainful eye, 

In Logick^s dark di%uiie, ftands SophiAry : 

Her very front would common fenfe confound,. 

£ncompafs*d with ten categories round : 

She from Old Matter, the great mother, came, 50^ 

By birth the eldeft — and how like the dame I 

Her fhrivel'd (kin, fmall eyes, prodigious pate. 

Denote her flirewd, and fubtle in debate r 

This hand a net, and thatfufrains a club, 

T* entangle her antagonifl, or drub. 5.5 

The Ipider 5 toils, all a er her garment i^read, 

Imply the mazy errors of her head* 

Behold her marching with frmereal pace. 

Slow as (^d Saturn rolls thro* boundleis fpace. 

Slow as the mighty mountains mov'd along^ 6a 

When Orpheus fais'd the lyre-attended fong r 

Or, as at Oxford, on fome Gaudy day. 

Fat Beadles, in magnificent array, 

With big round bellies bear the ponderous treat,. 

And heavily lag on, with the vaft load of meat. 65; 

The next, mad Mathefis ; her feet all bare, 
Ungirt, untrim'd, with diflbluted hair : 
No foreign objed can her thoughts disjoint y 
Reclin'd fhe fits, and ponders o'er a point. 

- I Before 
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Ante pedes vario infcriptam diagrammate arenam 
Cernas, redis curva, atque intertexta rotunda 
Schemata quadratis — queis fcilicet abdita rerum 50 

Pandere le jadat folam, dodafque forores *" 

Faftidit, propriaeque nihil non arrogat arti. 
Illam olim, duce Neutono, turn tendit ad aftra , 
^theriafque domos fuperiim, indignata volantem 
Turba mathematiciini retrahit, pcenafque repofcens 55 
Detinct in terris, nugifque exercet ineptis. 

Tertia Microphilc, proles furtiva parentis 
X>ivinse ; produxit enim commixta furenti 
Diva viro Phyfice — mufcas & papiliones 
Luftrat inexpletum, collumque & tempera rident 60 
Floribus, & fungis, totaque propagine veris. 
^gra oculis nugarum avidis animalia quaerit 
Omne genus, feu ferpit humi, feu ludit in undis, 
Seu volitans tremulis liquidum fecat aera pennis. 
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The Temple of Dulness. i6i 

Before her, lo I infcrib'd upon the ground, 

Strange diagrams th* aftoniOi'd fight confound, 

Right lines and curves, with figures /quareand round. 

With thefe the monfler, arrogant and vain, 

Boafts that fhe can all myfleries explain, 

And treats the ikcred SiAers vi^ith difdain. 

She, when great Newton fought his kindred ikies. 

Sprung high in air, and drove with him to rife, 

In vain — the mathematic mob reflrains 

Her flight, indignant, and on earth detains ; 

E'er fince the captive wretch her brains employs 80 

On trifling d-inkets, and on gewgaw toys, 

Microphile is ilationM next in place, 
The fpurious iflue of cclcflial race ; 
From heav'nly Phyfxce fhe took her birth. 
Her fire a madman of the fbns of earth ; ^5 

On flies fhe pores with keen, unwearied flght. 
And moths and butterflies, her dear delight ; 
Mufhrooms and flow'rs, colle<Sted on a firing, 
Around her neck, around her temples cling, 
With all the flrange production of the fpring. J 90 

With greedy eyes fhe'U fearch the world to find 
Rare, uncouth animals of every kind; 
Whether along the humble ground they flray. 
Or nimbly fportive in the waters play. 
Or thro' the light expanfe of aether fly, 9^ 

And with fleet pinions cleave the liquid fky. 

Y Ye 
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O ! ubi littoribus noftris felicior aura 65 

Polypon appulerit, quanto cava templa Stuporis 
Mugitu concufla trement, rcboabit & ingens 
PuUa palus I Plaufu excipiet Dea ^landa fecundo 
Microphile ante omnes ; jam non crocodilon adorat ; 
Non bombyx, conchaeve juvant : fed Polypon ardct, 70 
Solum Polypon ardet, — & ecce I faceta feraci 
Falce novos creat aflidue, paicitque creator, 
Ah I modo diledis pafcit nova gaudia mufcis. 

Quartam Materies pcperit conjunda Stupori, 
Nomen Atheia illi, monftrum cui lumen ademptum, 75 
Atque aures; cui fenfus abeft ; fed mille trifulcae 
Ore micant lingus, refugas quibus inficit auras. 
Hanc Stupor ipfe parens odit, vicina nefandos 
Horret fylva fonos, neque furda repercutit Echd 
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The Temple of Dulness. 163 

Ye gales, that gently breathe upon our fliore, 

O! let the Pdlypus be wafted o'er; 

How will the hollpw dome of Dulncfs ring, 

With what loud joy receive the wondVous thing? lOo 

Applaufe will rend the fkies, and all around 

The quivering quagmires bellow back the found; 

How will Micrpphile her joy atteft, 

And glow with warmer raptures than the reft ? 

This will the curious crocodile excell, 105 

The weaving worm, and filver-fhining fhell ; 

No objed: c*er will wake her wonder thus 

As Polypus, her darling Polypus. 

Lo! by the wounds of her creating knife, 

New Polypuflcs wriggle into life, no 

Faft as they rife, (he feeds with ample ftore 

Of once rare flies, but now efteem'd no more. 

The fourth dire fliape from mother Matter came, 
Dulnefs her flre, and Atheifm is her name; 
In her no glimpfe of facred Senfe ^appears, 1 1 5 

Depriv'd of eyes, and deftitute of ears : 
And yet fhe brandifhes a thoufand tongues. 
And blafts the world with air-infedling lungs. 
Curs'd by her fire, her very words are wounds, 
No grove re-ecchoes the detefted founds. 120 
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Mendacem natura redarguit ipfa, Deumque 80 

Et coelum, & terrae, veraciaque Aftra fatentur. 
Se iimul agglomerans furgit chorus omnis aquarum, 
Et puro fublime fonat grave fulmen olympo. 

Fonte ortus Lethseo, ipfius ad oftia templi, 
Ire fbporifero tendit cum murmure rivus, 85 

Hue potum Scolidos Deus evocat agmine magno : 
Crebri adfunt, Iargi{que fitim reftinguere gaudent 
Hauftibus, atque iterant calices, certantque ftupendo. 
Me, me etiam, clamo, occurrens ; — fed vellicat aurem 
'alliope, nocuafque vetat contingere lymphas. 
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Whatever (he fpeaks all nature proves a lye, p 

The earth, the heav'ns, the ftarry-fpangled fky > 

Proclaim the wife, eternal Deity : N 

The congregated waves in mountains driven 

Roar in grand chorus to the Lord of Heaven; 125 

Thro' ikies ferene the glorious thunders roll, 

Loudly pronounce the God, and fliake the founding Pole. 

A river, murmuring from Lethaean fource. 
Full to the fane direds its fleepy courfe; 
The Pow'r of Dulnefs, leaning on the brink, 130 

Here calls the multitude of fools to drink. 
Swarming they crowd to ftupify the fkull, 
With frequent cups contending to be dull. 
Me, let me tafte the facred ftream, I cry'd. 
With out-ftretch'd arm — the Mufe my boon deny 'd, ^ j^q 
And fav'd me from the fenfe-intoxicating tide. 
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Propagation of Yawning. 



Tranflated by the fame Hand. 
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OSCITATIONUM PROPAGATIO 



Solvi poteft Mechanice. 

MOMUS, fcurra, procax fuperAm, quo tempote 
Pallas 
Exiluit cerebro Jovis, eft pro more jocatus 
NeTcio quid ftultum de partu : excanduit ira 
Jupiter, afper, acerba tuens; ** et tu quoque, dixit, ' 
« Garrulc, concipies, faetumq; ex ore profundes:" 5 
Haud mora, jamque fupinus in auli.extenditur ingens 
Derifbr; dubii velantur lumina nodle; 
Stertit hians immane; — e nafb Gallica clangunt 
Claftica, Germaniq; fimul ferinonis amaror: 

Edita vix tandem eft monfirum Polychafmia, proles 10 
Tanto digna parente, avixq; fimillima Nodi. 
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MECHANICAL SOLUTION 

O F T H E 

Propagation of Yawning, 

Tranflated by the lame Hand. 

WHEN Pallas iflued from the brain of Jove, 
Momus, the Mimic of the Gods above, 
In his mock mood impertinently fpoke, 
About the birth, fome low, ridiculous joke : 
Jove, fternly frowning, glow*d with vengeful ire, 5 

And thus indignant faid th^ Almighty Sire, 
^* Loquacious Slave, that laugh*ft without a caufc, 
<* Thou {halt conceive, and bring forth at thy jaws." 
He fpoke — ftretch'd in the hall the Mimic lies. 
Supinely dull, thick vapours dim his eyes : 10 

And as his jaws a horrid chafm difclole, 
It feem'd he made a trumpet of his nofe ; 
Tho' harfli the ftrain, and horrible to hear^ 
Like German jargon grating on the ear. 

At length was Polychafmia brouglit to light^ ? '5 
Worthy her fire, a monftcr of a fight, 
Refcmbling her great grandmother. Old Night. 

Z Het 
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Ilia oculos tentat nequicquara aperire, veterno 

TorjMda, & horrendo vultum diftorta cachinno. 

^mulus hanc Jovis aipiciens, qui fidlile vnlgus 

Fecerat infelix, imitarier arte Prometheus 15 

Audet — nee flammis opus eft coeleftibus: aurae 

Tres Stygiae flatus, nigra tria pocula Lethes 

Mifcet, & innuptae fufpiria longa puella&, 

His adipem fuis &; guttur conjungit afdliy 

Ten/aque cum gemitu fbmni£][ue fequacibus ora» 20 

Sic etiam in terrisi Dea> quse mortalibus. segris 

Ferret opem, inque hebetes domiaarier apta,, creata eft* 

Nonne vides, ut praecipiti petit oppida curfu 
Ruftica plebs, ftipatque forum ? fublime tribunal 
Armigerique equitefijue premunt, de more parati 25 
Juftitiae lances proferre fideliter squas^ 
Grande capillitium induti, frontemque minacem. 
Non temere attoniti caupones, turbaque furum 
Ajifugiunt, gravidaeque timent trucia ora puellae. 
At moxfida comes Pblychafmia, matutinis 30 

Quae fe mifcuerat poc'lis Cerealibus, ipfum 
Judicis in cerebrum fcandit — ^jamque unus & alter . 
tDaeperunt longas in hiatum ducere voces : 
Donee per cuncftos Dea jam Iblenne, profundum 

Sparferit Hum nutant taciti, tum brachia magno 35 

Extendunt nifu, patulis 6c iaucibus hifcunt. 

Interea 
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Her eyes to open oft in vain /he try'd, 

Lock'd were the lids, her mouth diftended wide. 

Her when Prometheus happened to liirvey "J 20 

(Rival of Jove, that made mankind of clay) 

He form*d without the aid of heav'nly ray. 

To three Lethxan cups he learnt to mix 

Deep fighs of virgins, with three blafts from Styx, 

The bray of afles, with the fat of brawn, 25 

The fleep-preceding groan, and hideous yawn. 

Thus Polychafmia took her wond'rous birth, 

A Goddefs helpful to the fons of earth. 

Lo ! how the ruftic multitude from far 
Hafte to the town, and crowd the clamorous bar. 39 
The preft bench groans with many a fquire and knight. 
Who weigh out juftice, and diftribute right : 
Severe they feem, and formidably big, 
With front important, and huge periwig. 
The little villains Ikulk aloof difmay'd, 35 

And panic terrors feize the pregnant maid. 
But foon friend Polychafin*, who always near, p 

Herfelf had mingled with their morning beer, ^ 

Steals to the judges brain, and centers there. \ 

Then in the court the horrid yawn began, 40 

And Hum, profound and folemn, went from man to man : 
Silent they nod, and with prodigious flrain 
Stretch out their arms, then lifllefs yawn again : 

Z 2 For 
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Interea legum Caupones jurgia mifcent, 
Queis nil Rhetorice eft, nifi copia major hiandi ; 
Vocibus ambiguis certant, nugafque ftrophafque 
Alternis jaculantur, 6c irafcuntur amice, 40? 

Donantque accipiuntque ftuporis miflile phimbum; 

Vos, Fanatica turba, nequit pia mufa tacere. 
Majoremne aliunde poteft diducere ridum ? 
Afcendic gravis Orator, miferaque loquela 
Expromit theiin ; in partes quam demde minutas 45: 
Diftrahit, ut connedat, & explicat obfcurandb : 
Spargitur heu I pigris verborum ibmnus ab alis, 
Grex circum gemit, 6c plaufuni declarat hiando. 

Nee vos, qui falfo matrem jadatis Hygeian 
Patremque Hippocratem, taceam — Polychafmia, veftros 
Agnofco natos : tiunidas fine pondere voces 5 1: 

In vulgum erudant ; emundo quifque bacillum 
Applicat auratum nafo, graviterque facetus 
Totum fe in vultum cogit, medicamina pandens — 
Rufticushauritamara, atque infanabile dormit ^ 55; 
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For all the flow'rs of rhetoric they can boaft, 
Amidil their wranglings, is to gape the mod : 45^ 

Ambiguous quirks, and friendly wrath they vent, 
And give and take the leaden argument: 

Ye too, Fanaticks, never fhallefcape 
The faithful mufe ;.for who fo greatly gape? 
Mounted on high, with ferious care perpkxt, 50? 

The miferable preacher takes his text ; 
Then into parts minute, with wondrous pain, ") 

Divides, conneds, and then divides again, > 

And does with grave obfcurity explain : j 

While from his lips lean periods lingring creep, 55 

And not one meaning interrupts their fleep. 
The drowfy hearers, ftretch their weary jaws 
With lamentable groan, and yawning gape applaufe. 

The Quacks of Phyfic next provoke my ire. 
Who falfely boaft Hippocrates their fire : 60 

GoddefsT thy fons I ken — verbofe and loud, 
They pufF their windy bubbles on the crowd : 
With look important, critical, and vain, 
Each to his nofe applies the gilded cane ; 
And as he nods, and ponders o'er the cafe, . 65 

Gravely colleds himfclf into his face, 
Explains his med'cines— which the ruftic buys. 
Drinks die dire draught, and of the dodor dies ;; 
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174 MUTUA OSCITATIONUM, &C. 
Nee lenfus revocare queant fomenta, nee herbaa, 
Non ars, non mirae magieus fonus AsRAeADABRiE. 

A nte alios fumma es, Polychafmia, cura Sophifbe : 
flle Tui caecas vires, caufamque latentem 
Sedulus exquirit — quo fcilicet impete fauces 60 

Invitas disjungantur ; quo vortiee aquofs 
Particulae fluitent, comitelque ut fulminis imbres, 
Cum ftrepitu erumpant ; ut deinde vaporet ocellos 
Materies fubtilis ; ut in eutis infinuet fe 
Retia ; turn, fi forte datur cohtingere nervos 65 

Concordes, cun(^orum ora expanduntur hiulca. 
Sic ubi, Phoebe pater, fiimis chelyn, harmoniamque 
Abdrufam in ehordis /imul elicis, altera, fiquam 
^qualis tenor aptavit, tremit aemula cantus, 
Memnoniamque imitata lyram fine poUicis idu 70 

Divinum refonat proprio modulamine carmen. 

Me quoque, mene tuum tetigifti, ingrata, Poetam ? 
Hei mihi ! totus hio tibi jam Aupefadus; in ipfb 
Parnaflb captus longe long^que remotas 
Profpedo Mulas, fitioque, ut Tantalus alter, 75 
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A Mechanical Solution, Sec, 

No pills, no potions can to life reftore ; 

Abracadabra, necromantic pow'r 

Can charm, and conjure up from death no more. 



But more than aught that's marvellous and rare,. 
The ftudious Soph makes Polychafm* his care ; 
Explores what fecret fpring^ what hidden caufe, 
Diflends with hideous chafm th*" unwilling jaws, 75 

What latent duds the dewy moifture pour 
With /bund tremendous, like a thunder-fhow'r x- 
How fubtile matter, exquifitely thin, 
Pervades the curious net-work of the skin,, 
Affeds-th' accordant nerve — all eyes are drown*d 80 
In drowfy vapours, and the yawn goes round. 
"VVhen Phoebus thus his flying fingers flings 
Acrols the chords, and fwceps the trembling firings ; 
If e*er a lyre at unifbn there be. 

It fwells with emulating harmony, 85 

Like Memnon's harp, in ancient times renown'd, 
Breathing, untouched, fweet-modulated found* 

But oh! ungrateful! to thy own true bard, 
Oht Polychafm', is this my juil reward ? 
Thy drowfy dews upon my head diflill,, 90 

Jufl at the entrance of th' Aonian hill ; 
Liflleis I gape, unadive, and fupine, 
And at vafl diflance view the facred Nine: 

Wiftfiil 
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Caftalias fitus inter aquas, inhiantis ab ore 
Nedarei fugiunt latices— -hos Popius urnd 
Excipit undanti, &; fontem fibi vendicat omnem. 

Hand aliter Socium efuriens Sizator edacem 
Dum videt, appofitufque cibus fruftratur hiantem, 80 
Dentibus infrendens nequicquam luminetorvo 
Ssepius exprobrat ; nequicquam brachia tendit 
Sedulus ciHcidfa, dapes temovere paratus. 
Olli nunquam exempta fames, quin frufta fuprema 
Devoret, & peritura immani ingurgitet ore : 85 

Turn demum jubet auferri ; nudata capaci 
Ofla fonant, lugubre fonant, allifa catina 
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Wiftful I view — the ftreams increafe my thirft, 

In vain — like Tantalus, with plenty curfl, 95 

No draughts nedareous to my portion fall, 

Thefe godlike Pope exhaufts, and greatly claims them all. 

Thus the lean Sizar views, with gaze agafl, 
The hungry Tutor at his noon's repaft ; 
In vain he grinds his teeth — his grudging eye, 100 

And vifage fharp, keen appetite imply ; 
Oft he attempts, officious, to convey 
The leflening relicks of the meal away — 
In vain — no morfel Tcapes the greedy jaw, 
All, all is gorg'd in magifterial maw ; 
Till at the laft, obfervant of his word, 
The lamentable waiter clears the board, 
And inly-murmuring miferably groans, 
To fee the empty difh, and hear the founding bones. 
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L' ALLEGRO. 



HENCE, loathed Melancholy, 
Of Ccrbeius, and blackeft Mid- night borny 
In Stygian cave forlorn, 
*Mongft horrid fhapes, and (hrieks, and fights unholy, 

Find out fome uncouth cell, 5 

Where brooding Darknefs fpreads his jealous wings. 

And the night-raven fings ; 
There under ebon fhades, and low-brow*d rocks, 

As ragged as thy locks, ^ 
In dark Cimmerian defart ever dwell. 10 

But come thou Goddefs fair and free, 
In Heav*n yclep'd Euphrofyne, 
And by men, heart-eafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth 
With two filler Graces more 1 5 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore ; 
Or whether (as fome Sages fing) 
The frolick wind, that breathes the Ipring, 

Zephyr 
3 
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PR O C U L hincj O'procul efto informis ^grimonia, 
Qiram janitori Obfcuritas nigerrima 
Sufcepit olim Cerbero, 
Defertam in cavea Stygis profundi, 
Horribiles inter formas, vifufque profanes, . 5 

Obfcosnofque ululatus, 
Incultam licet invenire fedem, 
Nox ubi parturiens 
Zelotypis ifurtim nido fuperincubat alis 

Queriturquc triftis ncM^ua, 
Sub denfis^ illic ebenisfcopulifque cavatis,. 1 o 

Veftri rugofis more fupercilii, 
Sternum maneas Cimmeria in domo. 

Sed hue propinquet comis et piilcherrima. 
Quae nympha divis audit Ephrofyne choris, 
Patiens tamen vocatur a mortalibus 1 5 

Medicina cordis hilaritas, quam Candida 
Venus duabus infuper cum Gratiis 
Dias Lyaeo patri in aur^s edidit t 
Sive ille ventus (csetcri ut Myftae canunt) 
Jocundus aura qui ver implet melleaj 20 

Zephyrus 
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Zephyr .with Aurora playing , 

As he met her once a Maying, 20 

There on beds of violets blue, 

And frefh blown rofes wafli'd in dew, 

-Fiird her with thee, a daughter fair. 

So buxom, blith, and debonair ; . 

Hafte thee. Nymph, and bring with thee 25 

Jeft and youthful Jollity, 

Qiiips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 

Nods and becks, and wreathed fmiles, 

Such as hang on Hebe*s cheek. 

And love to live in dimple fleek ; 30 

Sport, that wrinkled Care derides. 

And Laughter holding both his fides; 

Come, and trip it, as you go. 

On the light fantaftic toe : 

And in thy right hand lead with thee 35 

The mountain Nymph, fweet Liberty ; 

And if I give thee honour due. 

Mirth, admit me of thy crew. 

To live with her, and live with thee. 

In unreproved pleafures freej 4* 

To hear the lark begin his flight. 

And finging ftartle the dull night. 

From his watch-tow'r in the fkies. 

Till the dappled dawn doth rife j 

Then 
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Zephyrus puellam amplexus eft Tithoniam 

Quondam calendis feriatam Maiis, 

Tunc pallidis genuitfliper violariis, 

Super et rofarum rofcida lanugine, 

Alacrem, beatam, vividamque filiam. 25 

Agedum pudla, quin pari vadant gradu 

Jocus et Juventas, Scommata et Protervitas,. 

Dolufque duplex, nutus et ni^atio, 

Tenuifque rifus hue et hue contortili":;, 

Qualis venufta pendet Hebes in geni, 3,© 

Amatque jungi Jaevibus gelafinis ; 

Curaefequatur Ludus inieftus nigrse, et 

Laterum Cachinnus pinguium fruftra tenax.- 

Agite caterva ludat cxultim levis, 

Pedefque dulcis fublevet lalcivia ;. 3.5 

Dextrumque claudat alma Libertas latus, 

Oreadum palantium fuaviilima; 

£t, fi tuis honoribus non defuij 

Me fcribe veftrae, lata Virgo, familiscy 

Ut illius fimul et tui confortio 4a 

Liberrima juvenemur innocentia; . 

Ut cum volatus aufpicatur concitos, . - 

Stupidamque alauda voce nodem territatj 

Levata cceleftem in pharon diluculo, 

Priufque gilvum quam rubet crepufculum. 45 

Tunc 
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Then to come in fpight of forrow, 45 

And at my window bid good-morrow, 
"Tljro' the fweet-briar, or the vine, 
•Or the twifted eglantine : 
While the cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darknefs thin ; 50 

And to the (lack, or the barn-door. 
Stoutly ftruts his dames before. 
Oft lift'ning how the hounds and horn 
Chearly roufe the flumbVing morn, 
From the fide of fbme hoar hill, 55 

Thro' the high wood echoing fhrill. 
Sometimes walking not unfeen 
By liedge-row elms, on hillocks green, 
Right againft the eaftern gate, 
Where the great fun begins his ftate, 60 

Rob'd in flames, and amber light. 
The clouds in thoufand liveries dight. 
While the plovvman near at hand, 
Whiftles o'er the furrow'd land. 
And the milkmaid fingcth blithe, 65 

And the mower whets his fey the, 
And every fhepherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Strait 'mine eye hath caught new pleafures, 
Wliilft the landfkip round it meafures, 70 

Ruflct 
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Tunc ad feneftras fanxii nolint, velint) 

Diem precemur profperam vicinise, 

Caput exercntes e rolls fylveftibus, 

Seu vite, five flexili cynofbato. 

Dum Martius clamore Gallus vivido 50 

Tenuem lacefiit in fug4 caliginem, 

Graditurve farris ad ftruem, vel horreum^ 

Dominae prseuns, graduque grandi glorians. 

Saspe audiamus ut canes et cornua 

Sonore laeto mane Ibpitum cient, 55 

Dum qua prasalti clivus albefcit jugi, 

Docilis canora reddit Echo murmura. 

Mox, tefte multo, qua virent coUes, vager, 

Ulmofque fepes ordinatas implicat, 

£oa flans apricus ante limina, 60 

Ubi fol corufcum magnus inftaurat diem 

Vcftitus igni, lucidoque fuccino, 

Inter micant^m mille formas nubium. 

Vicinus agrum dum colonus tranfmeat, 

Atque aemulatur ore fiflulam nidi, 65 

Muldbramque portat cantitans puellula, 

Falcique cotem meflbr aptat ftridulae, 

Suamque paftor quifque ganit fabulanii 

Reclinis in convalle, fubter arbuto. 

Mox illecebras oculus arripuit novas, 70 

Dum longus undiquaque profpedtus patet, 

B b Canum 
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Ruflet lawns, and fallows gray, 
Where the nibbling flocks do ftray 
Mountains, on whofe barren breaft 
' The labouring clouds do often reft, 

Meadows trim with daizies pide, 75 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide : 

Tow'rs and battlements it fees 

Bolbm'd high in tufted trees. 

Where perhaps fome beauty lies 

The Cynofure of neighbouring eyes. 80 

Hard by a cottage chimney fmokes, 

From betwixt two aged oaks, 

Where Corydon and Thyrfis met, 

Are at their iavory dinner fet 

Of herbs and other country mefles, 85 

Which the neat-handed Phillis drefles j 

And then in hafte her bower flie leaves 

With Theftylis to bind the {heaves; 

Or if the earlier feafbn lead 

To the tann'd hay-cock in the meadi 90 

Sometimes withfecure delight 

The up-land Hamlets wUl invite. 

When the merry bells ring round, 

A nd the jocund rebecks found 

To many a youth and many a maid> 95 

Dancing in the chequer'd ihade ; 

And 
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Canum novate, et fufca ralt{is aequora, 
Quil pecora gramen demetunt vagantia, 
Sublimium fterilia terga montium, 
Quiponderofa fepe torquent nubila, 75 

Nfaculofa vernis prata paflim bellibus, 
Amnesvadofi, et latiora flumina. 
Pinnafque murorum, atque turres cernere eft 
Criftata circum quas coronant robora, 
Ubi forte qusedam nympha fallit, cui decor 80 

Viciniam(cynofura tanquam) illuminat. 
Juxta duarum fubter umbra quercuum, 
Culmis operti fumus emicat cafi, 
Qua jam vocati Thyrlis et Corydon fedent, 
Famemque odoro compriment convivio, 85 

Herbis, cibifque rufticis, nitidiffima 
Quae fufHcit fuccinda Phillis dextera : 
Mox Theftyli morem gerens jacentia 
Aureis catenis cogit in iafces fata : 
Vernifve in horis, fole toftum virgines 90 

Faenum recenti pellicit fragrantia ; 
Eft et ferenis quando fasta gaudiis 
Excelfiora perplacent magalia ; 
Utcunque juxta flumcn in numenim fonant 
Campanae, et ida dulce barbitos ftrepit, 95 

bum multa nympha, multa pubes durit^r 
Pellunt trementes adcanorem cefpites 

Dubias per umbras; qua labore liberi 

B b 2 Juvenefque 
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And young and old come forth to play 

On a fun-fliine holy- day, 

Till the live- long day-light fail , 

Then to the fpicy nut-brown ale, loo 

With ftories told of many a feat, 

How fairy Mab the junkets eat ; 

She was pinch'd, and puU'd, fhe faid, 

And by the Friar s lanthorn led ; 

Tells how the drudging goblin fweat, 105 

To earn his cream-bowl duly fet, 

"When in one night, ere glimpfe of morn, 

His fhadowy flail hath threfh'd the corn 

That ten day-labourers could not end. 

Then lies him down the lubbar fiend, no 

And ftretch'd out all the chimny's length, 

Baiks at the fire his hairy flrength ; 

And crop-full out of doors he flings, 

Ere the firfl cock his ntattin fings. 

Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, 115 

By whifpering winds foon lulFd afleep. 

Towred cities pleafe us then, 

And the bufy humm of men. 

Where throngs of knights and barons bold. 

In weeds of peace high triumph hold, 120 

With flore of ladies, whofe bright eyes 

Rain influence, and judge the prize 

Of 
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Juvenefque lujdunti «t fenes promi&ui. 

Melius niteniC^ kiie propter fedas. 1 00 

Jam quando vefpera^t, ofnne« allicit 

Auro liquenti Bacchus hordiaceus, 

Phyllifque narrat fabulofa facinora, 

Lamia ut par atas Mabba confumpiit dapes, 

Se vapulaHe, ete^preiiai^ ab Incuboj 105 

Fatuoque trita afo igne &du£tam via ; 

Ut et laborem fubiit Idolon gravem, 

Floremque ladis meritus eft ftipendium^ 

Unius (inquit) ante nod:i« exitum 110 

Tot grana frugis fufte trivit veneficus, 

Quot expedire ruftici nequeunt decern. 

Quo jam perado plumbeum monftrum cubat, 

Focumque totum latere longo metiens 

Crinita membra fefTus igne recreat ; 115 

Dein, priufquam gaJlus evocat diem, 

Tandem fatur phantafma fefe proripit. 

Sic abfolutis fabulis ineunt toros, 

Atque ad fufurros dormiunt favonii, 

Turrita deinde pcrplacebunt oppida, 120 

£t gentis occupatae mixta murmura, 

Equitumque turba, nobile(que fpendidi, 

Qui pacis ipfl. vel triumphant in toga, 

Nurufque, quarum lumen impetus viris 

Jaculatur acres, prsmiumque deftinat 125 

6 Marti 



Digitized by 



Google 



ipo L* i^LLEGRO. 

Of wit or arms, while both contend 

To win her grace whom all commend. 

There let Hymen oft appear, 125 

In fafFron robe, with taper clear. 

And pomp, and fcaft, and revelry, 

With mafk and antique pageantry, 

Such fights as youthful poets dream 

On fummer eves by haunted ftream. 130 

Then to the well-trod ftage anon, 

If Johnfon's learned fock be on, 

Or fweeteft Shakefpear, Fancy's child, 

Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

And ever againft eating cares 135 

Lap me in fbft Lydian airs, 

Married to immortal verfe. 

Such as the meeting foul may pierce 

In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked fweetnefs long drawn out 140 

With wanton heed, and giddy cunning. 

The melting voice thro* mazes running ; 

Untwifling all the chains that tye 

The hidden foul of harmony : 



That 
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, ' Marti aut Minervae, quorum uterquc nititur 
Nymphae probari, quse probatiir omnibus : 
Hymenaeus illic faepc prsetendat facem 
Clariflimam, croceuqique velamen trahat, 
Spedac'la, mimi, pompa, commiflatio, - 130 
Vcterumque ritu node fint convivia, 
Talefque vifus, quos vident in fbmniis 
Juvenes poetae, dum Celebris rivuli 
Securi ad oram vefpere aeftivo jaccnt. 
Tunc ad theatra demigrem frequentia 135 

Johnfbne, G. tu, do£te foccum proferas ; 
Sive * lUe mu& filius fiindat {bnos, 
Quam dulc^, quam felicit^ temerarios I 
Cuneque carmen femper antidotos modis 
Mentem relaxet involutam Lydiis ; 140 

Oh ! iim perenni emancipatus carmini. 
Quod tentet ufque ad intimum cor emicans, 
Aurefque gratis detinensambagibus 
Pedibus ligatis fuaviter ne6iat moras, 
Dum liquida vox, labyrinthus ut, defleditur 145 
Dolo perita et negligenti induftri4, 
Variaque caecos arte nodos explicat, 
Animam latentem qui coercent mufices; 



Shakefpear. 



Adoo 
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That Orpheus felf may heave his head 145 

From golden flumber on a bed 

Of heap'd lilyfian flow'rs, and hear 

Such Arains as would have won the ear 

Of Pluto, to have quite fet free 

His half-reaain*d Eurydice. 150 

Thefe delights, if thou canft give. 

Mirth, with thee 1 mean to live. 
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Adeo ut quiete expergefadus aurei 
Toros relinquat ipfe Thrax amaranthinos, 
Medioque tales captet Elyfio fonos, 
Qualesavaramiliadeant Ftoferpinam 
NulI4 obligatam lege (poii£am reddere. 
His fi redundes gaudiis, pnidends eft, 
Lasdtia, tecum velle vitam degere. 
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SWEET WILLIAM, 

BALLAD L 

L 

BY a prattling fireain, on a Midfummer*s eve. 
Where the woodbine and jeff *mine their bought 
interweave, 
Fair Flora, I cry'd, to my arbour repair, 
For I muft have a chaplet for fwect William's hair. 

II. 

She brought me the vi*let that grows on the hill, , 

The vale -dwelling lilly, and gilded jonquili : -^ 

But {iich languid odours how cou'd I approve, ^'^ 

Juft warm from the lips of the lad that I love. 

III. 

She brought me, his faith and his truth to difplay, 
The undying myrtle, and ever-green bay : 
But why thefe to me, who've his conftancy known ? 
And Billy has laurels enough of his own. 

IV. 

The next was a gift that I could not contemn, 
For (he brought me two rofes that grew on a ftem : 
Of the dear nuptial tie they flood emblems confeft, 
So I kifs'd 'em, and prefs'd 'em quite clofe to my breaft.^ 

V. She 
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V. 
she brought me a fun-flow'r — This, fairone*s, your due ; 
For it once was a maiden, and love-fick like you : 
Oh I give it me quick, to my 'fliepherd I'll run, 
As true to his flame, as this flow'r to the fun. 



liw u w till tm 



The Lass with the golden Locks. 

o 
B A L L A D IL 

I. 

NO more of my Harriot, of Polly no more. 
Nor all the bright beauties that charm*d me before; 
My heart for a flave to gay Venus Tve fold. 
And barter'd my freedom for ringlets of gold : 
rJl throw down my pipe, and negleA all my flocks, 
And will fing to my lafs with the golden locks. 

IL 

Tho' o'er her white forehead the gilt trefl!es flow, 
Like the rays of the fun on a hillock of fnow ; 
Such painters of old drew the Queen of the Fair, 
'Tis the tafte of the antients, 'tis claflical hair : 
And tho' witlings may feoff, and tho* raillery mocks. 
Yet I'll fing to my lafs with the golden locks. 

2 IIL To 
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in. 

To live and to love, to converfe and be free, 
Is loving, my charmer, and living with thee : 
Away go the. hours in kifles and rhime. 
Spite of al] the grave leisures pf old father Time ; 
A fig for his dials, his watches and clocks, 
He*s beft Ipent with the lafs of the golden locks. 

IV. 

Than the fwan in the brook fhe's more dear to my fight, 
Her mien is more ftately, her breaft is more white, 
Her fweet lips are rubies, all rubies above, 
Which are fit for the language or labour of love ; 
At the park in the mall, at the play in the box, 
My ials bears the bell with her golden locks. 

V. 

Her beautiful eyes, as they roll or they flow. 

Shall be glad for my joy, or fliall weep for my woe; 

She fhall eafe my fond heart, and {hall footh my fbftpain. 

While thoufands of rivals are fighing in vain ; 

Let them rail at the fruit they can't reach, like the fox, 

While I have the lafs with the golden locks. 



The 
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The DECISION. 



BALLAD m. 



I. 

MY Florio, wildeft of his fex, 
(Who fure the vcrieft faint wou'd vex) 
From beauty roves to beauty ; 
Yet, tho' abroad the wanton roam» 
Whene'er he deigns to flay at home. 
He always minds his duty. 

IL 

Something to every charming fhe, 
In thoughtlefs prodigality, 

He*s granting ftill and granting. 
To Phyllis that, to Cloc this. 
And every madam, every mi/s ; 

Yet I find nothing wanting. 

III. 

If haply I his will diipleafe, 
Tempeftuous as th* autunmal ieas 
He foams and rages cfrer ; 




But 
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But when he ceafes from his ire, 
I cry, fuch fpirit, and fuch iire, 
Is furely wondrous clever. 

. IV. ' • 
I ne'er want reafbn to complain ; 
But fweet is pleafure after pain> 

And every joy grows greater. 
Then truft me, damfels, whilft I tell, 
I fhould not like Him half fo well, 

If I cou d make him better. 



The Talkative Fair. 

BALLAD IV. 

I^ 

FROM mom to night, from day to day, 
At all times and at every place. 
You fcold, repeat, and fing, and fey, ^ • ' 

Nor are there hopes, you'll ever ceafe. 

n. 

Fobear, my Celia, oh! forbear. 
If your own health, or ours you prize; 
For all mankind that hear you, fwear 
Your tongue's more killing tlmn your eyts, 

Dd Your 
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IIL 

Your tongue's a traytor to yoyr face^ 
Your fame's by your own noife oblcur'd, 
All are d^ftradred while they gaze ; 
But if they liften, they are cur'd, 

IV. 
Your iilence wou'd acquire more praiie. 
Than all you fay, or all I write ; 
One look ten thoufand charms displays ; 
Then hufh — and be an angel quite. 



The Silent Fair. 

BALLAD V. 

L 

FROM all her fair loquacious kind, 
So different is my Roialind, 
That not one accent can I gain 
To crown my hopes, or fix>th my pain. 

IL 
Ye lovers, who can condnie fighs, 
And are the interpreters of eyes, 
To language all her looks tranflate. 
And in her geilures read my fate. 

And 
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iir. 

And if in them you chance to find' ' 
Ought that is gentle, ought that's kiiid, 
Adieu mean hapes of being great. 
And all the littlenefs of date. 

IV. 

All thoughts of grandeur I'll defpiie) 
Which from dependence take their rife ; 
To ferve her fhall be my employ, 
And love's fweet agony my joy. 

The Force of Innocence. 

To Mifs C***. 
BALLAD VI. 

L 

THE blooming damfel, whofe defence 
Is adamantine innocence. 

Requires no guardian to attend 
Her fteps, for modefty's her friend : 
Tho' her fair arms are weak to wield 
The glitt'ring fpear, and mafly fhield ; 
Yet fafe from force and fraud combin'd, 
She is an Amazon in mind. >:....-. 

D d 2 With 
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With this artillery fhe gpesy • 

Not only *mongft ^he Iiarmlefs beaux : 

But even unhurt and undifhoay'd, 

Views the long fword and fierce pockade. 

Tho' all a fyren as fhe talks,. 

And all a goddefs as fhe walks, 

Yet decency each ajflipn guid^?j 

And wifdom o*er her tongue prefidesv - 

HI. 

Place her in Ruflia's fhowery plains, 
Where a perpetual winter reigns, 
The elements may rave and range, 
Yet her fixM mind will never change. 
Place her. Ambition, in thy towVs, 
'Mongft the more dang'rous golden fhow*rs. 
E'en there fhe'd fpum the venal tribe. 
And fold her arms againft the bribe. 

IV. 
Leave her defencelefs and alone, 
A prisoner in the torrid zone. 
The funfhine there might vainly vie 
With the bright luftre of her eye; 
But Phoebus* felf, with all his fire, 
Cou'd ne'er one unchafle thought infpire; 
But virtue's path fhc'd flill purfue, 
And flin> my fair„ wou*d copy you, . 



TIic 
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The Distressed Damsel. 

BALLAD VIL 

I. 

OF all my experience how vaft the amount^ 
Since fifteen .Lcjng winters I. fairly aah. count! 
Was ever a damfel fo iadly betray'd, 
To live to thefe years and y^t ftill be a maid ? 

IL 
Ye heroes triumphant, by land and by fea, 
Sworn vott'ries to love, but undmindful of me j 
You can ftorm a flrong fort, or can form a blockade^ 
Yet ye ftand by, like daftards, and fee me a rtiaid. 

IlL 
Ye lawyers, fo juft, who with flippery tongue. 
Can do what you pleafe, or with right, or with wrong. 
Can it be, or by law or by equity faid, 
That a buxom young girl ought to die an old maid ? 

IV. 
Ye learned phyficians, whofe excellent fkill 
Can fave, or demolifh, can cure, or can kill, 
To a poor, forlorn damfel contribute your aid, 
Who is fick — very fick — of remaining a maid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2io6 Ballads, Fables, &c. 

V. 

Ye fops, I invoke, not to lift t» my fong, 
Who anfwer no end — and to no fex belong; 
Ye echoes of echoes, ^d fhadows of diade — 
For if I had you 1 might ftill be a maid. 



The Fair RECi^usE, 

BALLAD VItt 

I. 

YE ancient patriarchs of the wood. 
That veil around thefe awful glooms, 
Who many a century have ftood 

In verdant age, that ever blooms. 

n. 

Ye Gothic tow'rs, by vapours denfe, 

Obfcur'd into feverer ftate, 
In paftoral magnificence 

At once fo £mple and fo great. 

in. 

Why all your jealous fliades on me, 

Ye hoary elders do ye fpread ? 
Pair Innocence ftiou'd ftill be free, 

Nought ihou'd be chain'd, but what we dread. 

4- 

say, 
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IV. 

Sajf mud thde tears for ever flow ? 

Can I from patience learn content^ 
While fblitude (till nurfes woe, 

And leaves me leifure to lament. 

V. 

My guardian fee I—who wards off peace, 

Whofe cruelty is his employ. 
Who bids the tongue of tranfport ceafe, 

And flops each avenue to joy ? 

VL 

Freedom of air alone is giv'h,. 

To a^ravate, not footh my grief. 
To view th* inunenfely-diftant heav'n, . 

My nearefl profped of relief. . 



To 
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To Mifs **^* one of the Chicheftcf ,0^0^^ 

Written in Goodwood. Gardens, SeptefnbeV 1750. 

BALLAD IX. 

I- 

*< X/E hills that overlook the plains, ; / 

1 « Where wealth and Gothic greatnefs reigns, 
*' Where Nature's hand by Art is check'd, 
»* And Tafte herfelf is arcfiited ; . - 

*« Ye fallows grey, ye forefb brown, 
" And feas that the vaft profped crown, . 
•* Ye freight the foul with fancy's ftore, 
<* Nor can (he one idea more T 

II. 

I faid — when deareft of her kind 
(Her form the pidure of her mind) 

Chloris approach'd The landfkip flew 1 

^]1 nature vanifh'd from my view I 
She feem'd all Nature to comprize, 
Her lips ! her beauteous breafls I her eyes 1 
Thaf rous'd, and yet abafli'd defire, 
With liquid, languid, living fire I 

i; But 
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IIL 

But then — her voice I — how fram'd t* endear f 
The mufic of the Gods to hear ! 
Wit that fo pierc*d, without offence, 
So brac'd by the ftrong nerves of fcnfe I 
Pallas with Venus play*d her part, 
To rob me of an honeft heart ; 
Prudence and PaHion jointly ftrove, 
And Reafbn was th* ally of Love. 

IV. 

Ah me ! thou fweet, delicious maid, 

From whence fliall I fbllicit aid ? 

Hope and defpair alike deftroy. 

One kills with grief, and one with joy. 

Celeftial Chloris I Nymph divine ! 

To fave me, the dear tafk be thine. 

Tho' conqueft be the woman's care, 

The angel's glory is to (pare. ^ 



Ee The 
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The Physician and the Monkey. 
An E P I G R A M. 

AL'A D Y fent lately to one Doflor Drug, 
To come in an inftant, and dyfter poor Pug— ^ 
As the fair one commanded he came at the word. 
And did the grand office in tie-wig and fword. 

The af&ir being ended, Co iweet and lb nice ! 
He held out his hand with — "You know, ma'arp, pay 

« price." 
" Your price," fays the lady—— " Why, Sir, he's your 

** brother, 
** And doAors muft never take fees of each other." 



Apollo and Daphne. 

An EPIGRAM. 

WHEN Phoebus was am*rous, aud long*d to be 
rude, 
Mifs Daphne cry*d Pifli ! and ran fwift to the wood. 
And rather than do fuch a naughty affair. 
She became a fine laurel ^o deck the God's hair. 

The 
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The nymph was, no doubt^ of a cold conftitution ; 
For fure to turn tree was an odd rdblution 1 
Yet in this fhe behav*d like a true modern ipoufe, 
For fhe fled from his arms to difHnguifh his brows. 



The Bag-wig and the Tobacco-pipe. 

A FABLE. 

A Bag- wig of a jauntee air, 
Trick'd up with aH a barber's care. 
Loaded with powder and perfume. 
Hung in a (pendthrift's drefling-room ; 
Clofe by its fide, by chance conveyed, 
A black Tobacco-pipe was laid ; 
And with its vapours far and near, 
Outflunk the eflence of Monfieur ; 
At which its rage, the thing of hair. 
Thus, briftling up, began declare. 

** Bak*d dirt I that with intrufion rude 
« Breaks in upon my fblitude, 
*< And with thy fetid breath defiles 
<* The air for forty thoufand miles — 

Sea *^ Avaunt 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 Ballads, Fables, &c. 

" Avaunt — pollution's in thy. touch — 

" O barb*rous Englifh ! horrid Dutch I 

" I cannot bear it — Here, Sue, Nan, . 

<* Go call the maid to call the man, 

*< And bid him come without delay, 

" To take this odious pipe away. 

" Hideous ! fure fome one fmoak'd thee, Friend, 

** Reverfely, at his t'other end. 

" Oh ! what mix'd odours I what a throng 

** Of fait and four, of ftale and ftrong ! 

" A moft unnatural combination, 

" Enough to mar all perfjjiration — 

** Monftrous I again — 'twou'd vex a faint I 

** Sufan, the drops — or elfe I faint I" 

The pipe (for 'twas a pipe of foul) 

Raiflng himfelf upon his bole. 

In fmoke, like oracle of old. 

Did thus his fentiments unfold. 

** Why, what's the matter, Goodman Swagger, 
*< Thou flaunting French, fantaflic bragger ? 
" Whofe whole fine fpeech is (with a pox) 
" Ridiculous and heterodox. 
" 'Twas better for the Englifh nation 
** Before fuch fcoundrels came in fafhion, 
« When none fought hair in realms unknown, 
« But every blockhead bore bis own. 

6 " Know, 
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" Know, puppy, Fm an Englifli pipe, 

•^ Deem'd worthy of each Briton's gripe, 

*< Who, with my cloud-compelling aid 

" Help our plantations and our trade, 

" And am, when fober and when mellow, 

<* An upright, downright, honeft fellow. 

'* Tho' fools, like you, may think me rough, 

" And fcorn me, 'caufe I am in buff, 

<* Yet yoi\r contempt I glad receive, 

** *Tis all the fame that you can give : 

** None finery or fopp'ry prize j 

« But they whoVe Ibmethihg to dilguife ; 

" For fimple nature hates abufe, 

*< And Plainnels is the drefs of Ufe/* 



Care and G-enerosity. 

A FABLE. 

OL D Care with Induftry and Art, 
At length fo well had play'd his Part ; 
He heap'd up fuch an ample ftore, 
That Av'rice cou d. not figh for more : 
Ten thoufand flocks his fhepherd told, 
His coffers overflowed with Gold ; 
The land all round him was his own, 
With com his crouded granaries groan. 

In 
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In fhort To vail his charge ahd gain, 
That to poflefs them was a pain; 
With happinefs oj^refi'd he lies, 
And much too prudent tx) be wife. 
Near him there liv*d a beauteous maid, 
With all the charms of youth array*d ; 
Good, amiable, fincere and free, 
Her name was Gencrofity. 
*Twas hers the largeis to beftow 
On lich and poor, on friend and fee. 
Her doors to all were open*d wide^ 
The pilgrim there might (afe abide : 
For th' hungry and the thirfly crcW, 
The bread fhe broke, the drink fhe drew; 
There Sickne^ laid her aching head. 
And there Diftrefs cou'd find a bed. — - 
Each hour with an all-bounteous hand, 
DifFufed fhe bleflings round the land : 
Her gifts and glory lafled long, 
And numerous was th* accepting throng. 
At length pale Penury fciz'd the dame. 
And Fortune fled, and Ruin came. 
She found her riches at an end. 
And that fhe had not made one friend. -*- 
All curfed her for not giving more. 
Nor thought on what fhc'd done before ; 
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She wept, flie ravM, fhe tore her hair. 

When lo f to comfort her came Care. 

And cry*d, my dear, if you will join, 
Your hand in nuptial bonds with mine ; 
All will be well— you fliall have ftore. 

And I be plagu'd with Wealth no more. 

Tho* I reftrain your bounteous heart, 

You ftill fhall ad the generous part. --— 

The Bridal came—great was the feaft, , 

And ^ood the pudding a^d the pried ; 

The bride in nine moons brought him forth 

A little maid of matchle^ worth : 

Her face was mix*d of Care and Glee, 

They chriften*d her Oeconomy ; 

And ftylcd her fair Difcretion's Queen, 

The miftrefs of the golden mean. 

Now Gencrolity confined, 

Is perfed eafy in her mind ; 

She loves to give, yet knows to Ipare, 

Nor wifhcs to be free from Care; 
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an occasional 
PROLOGUE and EPILOGUE 

T O 

OTHELLO, 

As it was aded at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, on 
Thurfday the 7th of March 1751, by Peribns of Di- 
flindion for their Diyerfion. 

WHILE mercenary adlors tread the ftage, 
And hireling fcrjblers lafli or lull the age, 
Ours be the task t'inftnid, and entertain, 
Without one thought of glory or of gain. 
Virtue's her own — from no external caufe — 
She gives, and fhe demands the Self-applaufe : 
Home to her breaft flie brings the heart^felt bays, 
Heedlefs alike of profit, and of praile. 
This now perhaps is wrong — yet this we know,' 
'Twas fenfe and truth a century ago : 
When Britain with tranfcendent glory crown'd. 
For high atchievements, as for wit renown'd ; 

CuU'd 
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Cuird from each growing grace the pureft part, 

And cropt the flowers from every blooming art. 

Our nobleft youth would then embrace the tafk 

Of comic humour, or the myftic mafque. 

'Twas theirs t'incouragc worth, and give to bards 

What now is fpent in boxing and in cards : 

Good fenfe their pleafure— Virtue ftill their guide, 

And £ngliik magnanimity— >their piide.. 

Methinks I fee with Fancy's magic eye, , 

The fhade of Shakefpear, in yon azure fky. 

On yon high cloud behold the bard advance. 

Piercing all Nature with a flngle glance : 

In various attitudes around him Aand 

The paillons, waiting for his dread command. 

Firfl kneeling Love before his feet appears. 

And mufically fighing melts in tears. 

Near him fell Jealoufy with fury burns, 

And into florms the amorous breathings turns ; 

Then Hope with heavenward look, and Joy draws near. 

While palfied Terror trembles in the rear. 

Such Shakefpear's train of horror and delight, 
And fuch we hope to introduce to-night. 
But if, tho' jufl in thought, we fail in fa(^, 
And good intention ripens not to ad. 
Weigh our defign, your cenfure ftill defer. 
When truth's in view 'tis glorious e'en to err. 

F f E P I. 
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EPILOGUE. 



Spoken by DESDBMONA. 

TRUE woman to the laft — my peroradoii 
I come to ^eak in ipight of fiifSseation ; 
To fliew the prefent and the age to come, 
We may be choak'd, but ne^er can be dumU 
Well now methinks I fee yoia all run eut^ 
And hafte away to Lady Bragweirs rout ; 
Each modifli fentimcnt to hear and wei^. 
Of thofe who noithing Aii^, and all things fey. 
Prudella firft in parody begins, 
(For Ndnfenfe and Bufibonefy are twins| 
•* Can beaux the court for theatres exchange? 
" I fwear by Hea^enUisflrangey *t^ puffing firat^e^ 
« And very whimfical, and mighty dull,^ 
« And fitiful^ 4ind niMifuTrous f^ifiil I 
« / wijb I had not heard />-—Bleffed dame 1 
Whene'er (he Ipeaks her audience wifli the iaroci 
Next Neddy Nicely—" Fye, O fye, good lack, 
" A nafty man to make bis face all black.'* 
Then Lady Stiffneck £hcws her pious rage. 
And wonders we fliou'd ad — upon a ftage. 

I "Why, 
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*< Why, ma*mc, fays Coquetilla, a difgrace ? 

** Merit in any form may fliew her faqc : 

** In this dull age the male things ought to play, 

** To teach them what to do, and what to fay.** 

In fliort, they all with different cavils cram us. 

And only are unanimous to damn us. 

But ftill there are a fair judicious few, 

Who judge unbiars*d, and with candour view ; 

Who value honefty, tho* clad in buiF, 

And wit, tho' drefs'd in an old EngUih ruff. 

Behold them here— I beaming fenfe defcry. 

Shot from the living luftre of each eye. 

Such meaning imiles each blooming face adorn. 

As deck the pleafure-painted brow of morn ; 

And {hew the perlbn of each matchlefs fair, 

Tho* rich to rapture, and above compare. 

Is, even with all the {kill of heaven defign*d. 

But an imperfed image of their mind; 

While cha{lity unblemi{h*d and unbrib*d 

Adds a maje{lic mien that {corns to be de{crib*d : 

Such, we will vaunt, and only fuch as thefe, 

*Tis our ambition, and our fame to pleafe. 
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Persons reprefented. 



APOLLO. 
PAN. 

T I M O L U S, God of the Mountain. 

MIDAS. 

CALLIOPE. 

MELPOMENE. 

A G N O, 



INOE, J 



^'Two Wood-nymphs. 

MEL ~ 

SATYRS, &c. 
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THE 



Judgment of Midas. 



TiMOLus> Melinoe and Agno, twoWood-nymphs* 




Timolus. 

G N O, To-day we wear our acron crown^ 
The parfky wreath be thine ; it is moft meet 
We grace the prefence of thefe rival gods. 

With all the honours of our woodland weeds. 

Thine was the tafk, Melinoe, to prepare 

The turf-built theatie, the boxen bow'r,^ 

And all the fylvan fcen'ry. 

Melinoe. 

That tafk, 

Sire of thefe fhades, is done. On yefter eve^ 

Aflifted by a thoufand friendly fays, 

While fav'ring Dian held her glitt'ring lamp,. 



We: 
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We ply'd our nightly toils, nqr ply'd we long. 
For Art was not the miftrefs of our revels, 
'Twas gentle Nature, whom we jointly woo*d; 
She heard, and yielded to the forms we taught her. 

Yet ftill remained hcrfelf Simplicity, 

Fair Nature's genuine daughter, was there too. 

So foft, yet fo magnificent of miefi. 

She {hone all ornament without a gem. 

The blithfome Flora, ever fweet and young, 

Offer*d her various ftore : We cuU'd a few 

To robei and recommend our darkibme verdure, 

But (hun'd to be luxuriant.-— 

TlMOLUS. 

It was well. 
Agno, thy looks are penfive : What dejedh 
Thy pleafure-painted afped PSweeteft nymph. 
That ever trod the turf, or fought the fhade, 
Speak, nor conceal a thought. 

Agno. 

King of the woods, 
I tremble for the royal arbiter. 
'Tis hard to judge, whene'er the great contend. 
Sure to difpleafe the vanquifh'd : When fuch pow*rs 
Conteft the laurel with fuch ardent ftrife, 
*Tis not the fentence of fair equity, 
But 'tis their pleafure that is right or wrong. 

TiMOLUS. 
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TfMOLUS. 

'Tis well remark*d, and on experi^ce founded. 
I do remember that my fifter Ida 
(Wlienas on her own (hadowy mount wemet. 
To cdebrate the birth-day of the Spring, 
And th* orgies of the May) wou*d oft recount 
The rage of the indignant goddefles, 
When fhepherd Paris to the Cyprian queen. 
With hand obiequious gave the golden toy. 
HeavV s queen, the GAer and the wife of Jove, 
Rag*d like a feeble mortal; fall*n ihe feem'd. 
Her deity in human paffions loft : 
Ev'n Wiidom's goddefi, jealous of her form, 
Deem*d her own attribute her fecond virtue. 
Both vow*d and fought revenge. 

Agno. 
If fuch the fate 
Of him whojudg*d aright, what muft be his 
Who (hall miflake the caufe ? for much I doubt 
The fldll of Midas, fiace his fatal wifh : 
Which Bacchus heard, and curs*d him with the gift. 
Yet grant him wife, to err is human fHll, 
And mortal is the confequence. 

Mb LI NOB. 

Mofl truo. 
Befides, I (ear him partial; for with Pan 

Gg He 
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He tends the fheep-walks all the live-long day, 
And on the braky laWn to the flirifl pipe 
In aukward gambols he affeds to dance, 
Or tumbles to the tabor— *tis not Ekely 
That fuch an umpire fbou'd be equitable, 
Unlefs he guefi at juftice. 

TiMOLUS. 

Soft — no more — 
*Tis ours to wifti for Pan, and fear from Phofebus, 
Whofe near approach I hear : Ye flately cedars . 
Forth from your fummits bow yotir awful heady. 
And reverence the gods. Let my whole mountain tretlibfc. 
Not with a fearful, but religious awe. 
Acid holinefs of horror. You, ye winds. 
That make (oft, folemn mufic 'fnongft the leaves. 
Be all to ftillnefs hufli'd ; and thou their echo 
Liften, and hold thy peace ; for fee they come. 

SCENE opim, and difc&04ts Apc^lo, att^ded hy 
.Clio and Melpomene, on the right hand of Midas, 
and Pan on the left, whom Timolut, with Agno and 
Melinoe, join. 

Midas. 
Begin, celeflial candidates for praife, 
Begin the tuneful contefl : Ij mean while, 

4 With 
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With heedful notice aad attention nieet, 
Will weigh your merits, and decide your cauie^ 

Apollo. 
From Jove begin the rapturous i<M}g, 
To him our earlieft lays belonig, 

We are his t^^prii^ all ; 
'Twas he, whofe looks fuprcmely l>i*ig|ht, 
Smil'd darkfome chaos into Jight» 
And fram'd this .gknrious balL 

Pan. 
Sylvajius, in his fhadowy grove. 
The feat of rural peace and love, 

Attends my Doric lays; 
By th' altar on the myrtle mount, 
Where plays the w©od-'nya:nph's favourite .fount, 
I'll celebrate his praife. 

Clio. 
Parnafliis, where'sdiyboafted height. 
Where, Pegafus, thy fire and flight, 
Where all your thoughts fb bold and free. 
Ye daughters cf Mnemolyne ? 
If Pan o'er Phcebus can prevail, 
And the great god of verfe fhou'd fail ? 

Agno. 
From nature's works, and nature's laws, 
We find delight, and fcek applaufe ; . « 

Gg 2' The 
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The prattling flreams and zephyrs bland/ 

And fragrant flow*rs by zephyrs hnndy 

The level lawns and buxom bow*rs, 

Speak Nature and her works are ours. 
Melpombnb. 

What were all your fragrant bow*rs, 

Splendid days, and happy hours, 

Spring's verdant robe, hai Flora's blufh. 

And all the poets of the buih ? 

What the paintings of the grove, 

Rural mufic, mirth and love? 

Life and €v*ry joy wou'd pall. 

If Phcebus fhone not on you alL 

Melinob. 

We chant to Phcebus, king of day. 

The morning and the evening lay. 

But "Pan, each fatyre, nymph and fawn, 

Adore as laureatofthe lawn; 

From peevifh. March to joyous June 

He keeps our reflkis fouls in tune, 

Without his oaten reed and fbng, 

Phoebus, thy days wou*d feem too long.. 

Apollo. 
Am I not he, whoprefcious from on high. 
Sends a long look thro* all futurity? 
Am I not he, to whom alone belong 
The powers of Med'cine, Melody and Song? 

Diffufely 
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Diffufely liberal, as divinely bright. 
Eye of the univerfe and fire of light. 

0*er cots and vales) and every fhepherd ^in. 
In peaceable pre-eminence I reign; 
With pipe on plain, and nymph in fecret grove, 
ThecUy is mufic, and the night is love. 
I bleft with thefe, nor envy nor defire 
Thy gaudy chariot, or thy golden lyre. 

Clio. 
Soon as the dawn difpels the dark, 

Illuflrious Phcebus *g[ns t* appear. 
Proclaimed by the herald lark, 

And ever-wakefiil dianticleer. 
The Perfian pays his morning vow. 
And all the turban'd eaftems bow. 

Agno. 
Soon as the evening fhades advance, 

And the g^t gloVv-wom glitters fair. 
For ruftic gambol, gibe and dance. 

Fawns, nymphs and dryads all prepare,, 
Pan fhall his fwains from toil relieve, 
And rule the revels of the eve. 
MblpomekTb. 
In numbers as finooth as Callirhoe*-s flream, 
(jlide the filver-ton*d verfewhen Apollo's the theme; 

While 
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While xjn his own mount Oyjpriffus is feen. 
And Daphne preferves her immutable green. 
We'll hail Hyperion with tranfport fo long, 
Th' inventor, the patron, and fubjed of fong. 

Melinoe, 
While on the calm ocean the Halcyon (hall breed, . 
And Syrinx fliall figh with her mufkal reed, 
While fairies, and fatyres, and fawns fball approve 
Themufic, the mirth, and the Jife of the .grove, . 
So long fhall our Pan be than thee more divine, ' 
For he fhall be rifing- when thou {halt decline. 

MlDA«. 

No more--^ T^o Pah and to his heauteous nymj)h& 

I do adjudge the prized as is moil due. > 

Enter two Satyrcs, and cr&wn 'Mrt)as with ■ 
a pairof afis ears 

Apollo. 

Such rural honours all the^ods decree, - , 
To thofe who fing like Pan, and ju^ge like thee. 

^Exeunt Omnes, 
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